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The laft Moments of his Life, in Imi- 
tation of our Blefled Saviour's, were 
employM in awakening a drowfy 
Nation to a Senfe of its Guilt, and 
a Dread of its impending Punifh- 
ment. ; 5, 6 

I. The Doftrines this Day fuggefts to 
us are, That we itfifplace out Griefy 
if we employ it in bewailing and 
lamenting our martyr'd Sovereign. 

'" 7,8 
The Day on which the ancient Mar- 
tyrs were crowrfd, folemfiized with 
Joy like their Birth-Days, - 8 
Jn like manner we ought to magnify 
the Grace of God, which infpired 
our Sovereign with fufch Virtues, 
as made him fhine with greater 
Luftre in the Depth of his Suf- 
ferings than he did in his..mbft 
flourifhing Circumftances. 9, 10 
And raifed him in his loweft Stafe 
as far above the moft profperous 
Princes, as they themfelves feem 
raifed above the reft of Mankind, 

-roT-13 

By which he has given an Inftance 

to profane Men, of the Power of 

thoft religious Principles which 

. cquld fupport him under all the 

Indig- 
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Indignities that befel him. 14 

And refle&s an Honour on that 
Church at whofe Bread he fucked 
thofe Principles. 14, 15* 

Every Confideration that heightens 
his Virtue enhances the Guilt of 
the lnftruments of his Ruin. 1 f, 1 6 
II. Nations, as Nations, are liable to 
Guilt, and confequently to Pu* 
nifhment. 16 

The Reafon why this appears clearer 
from the Old Teftament than the 
New. 17, 18 

How this Nation is concerned in 
the Guilt of the Martyrdom. 

18,19 

The inflaming Circumftances of its 
Guilt. 20, 2i 

Which was punifhed, in fome Mea* 
fare, by its own neceffary Con- 
fequences. 22—26 

Thefe not put an End to at the Re* 
ftoration. 26 

Nor ever can be, while the Do- 
iftrines that pavsd the Way to 
this Wickednefs are embraced and 
cherifhed. 30, 31 

A Deprecation of God's Judgments. 

33 
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SERMON II. 

The wicked Lives of Chriftians no 
Argument againft the Truth 
of Chriftianity. 

i Tim. vi. i. 

That the Name of God and his Votfrine 
be not Mafphemed. 

Tho' the Purity of the Chriftian Mo- 
rality is a Proof of its divine Origi- 
nal, yet the wicked Lives or Chri- 
ftians are urged as an Objection a- 
gainft it. 39, 4<> 

I. An Enquiry into the Grounds of 
this Objection. Where it may be 
obferved, 

That as bad as Men are under the 
the Chriftian Difpenfation, they 
would have been worfe without 
it. 4? 

The Vices we obferve among Chri- 
ftians ftrike the Imagination more 
ftrongly, by Reafon of their near- 

nefs. 43 

And becaufe they are attended with 

a deeper Guilt. 44 

The 
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The Virtues of a good Chriftian lefs 
known, becaufe pra&ifed with a 
View only to another World. 44 
The Author of the JPhole Duty of 
4 - Man a remarkable Inftance of 
this. ' 45 

II. Allowing the Complaint to be 
juft; there would be no Reafon to 
urge it to the Difadvantage ofChri- 
ftianity itfelf. 46 

1. The holieft and pureft Doctrine 
is but Doftrine ftill, and can on- 
ly inftru£fc and admonifh, not 
compel. 46, 47 

It is no more an Argument againft 
Revealed, than againft Natural 
Religion. ^ ^ 47, 48, 49 

i. Chriftianity in its Infancy had all 
the Influence upon the Lives of 
its Profeffors that could be expe- 
cted; if it has not the fame now, 
this muft not be imputed to its 
Doftrine, but to other Reafons. 

49 — 51 
As 1. Becaufe it is not embraced fo 
much upon Principle, as former- 
ly. 51 
£ a. Becaufe different Schemes of 
Religion have been invented, ve- 
ry different from the Purport of 
A 4 the 
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the Gofpel. 49 — 57 

3. Chriftians that rejeft the Means 
of becoming good Men, muft 
be naturally worfe for them , as 
well as judicially fo. 57, 58 

4. It is hard to make Chriftianity 
anfwerable for the ill Lives of 
thofe who do not in good Ear- 
ned: receive it; and harder ftill, 
that thofe very Men, whofe 
Lives give Occafion for this Ob- 
jeQion, fhould prefs it moft ea- 
gerly. 58, 59 

III. The Inferences from this Difcourfe 
are, 

1. The Degeneracy of Chriftians is 
no Argument againft the Truth 
of Chriftianity, but rather a Con- 
formation of it, becaufe fuch a 
Degeneracy was a&ually foretold 
by Chnjl and his Apoftles. 60 
And becaufe the Defign of Chri- 
ftianity, which was to reform 
the World, being fo remarkably 
defeated, it muft have come to 
nought long ago, if it had not 
beea from God. 61, 6% 

2. From our prefent Degeneracy we 
may conclude we were once in a 
better State; 6i, 63 

3- We^ 
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3. We learn from hence not to mea- 
sure Perfons by Do&rines, or 
De&rines by Perfons. 63 

4. The beft Way to remove this 
Scandal taken againft Chriftianity, 
is to conform our Lives to the 
Do&rines of it. 6 5 — 67 

SERMON III. 

The Fear of God a Motive to 
Holinefs. 

Phil. ii. 12. 

Work out jour own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling. 

The Author of our Nature has been 
pleafed to addrefs himfelf to our 
Paflions, as well as our Reafon. 

I. Some general Refle&ions that may 
ferve to leflen the ill Opinion fcru- 
putous Perfons entertain of their 
Repentance, from its being founded 
upon a Principle of Fear. 
1. The Gofpel preffes the Neceflity 
of Repentance in general, but is 
filent as to the MQtives from 

. whence 
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whence it muft arife. 74 

i. Thofe that think their Repen- 
tance ill grounded becaufe it was 
owing to a Principle of Fear, 
might as well think their Scru- 
ples ill grounded, that are owing 
to the very fame Principle. 75-, 76 
3. It is no flight Token of a Man's 
being really good, becaufe he fuf- 
pefts himfelf not to be fo. 76 
II. The Fear of God's Wrath particu- 
larly proved to be a proper Mo- 
tive to Obedience. 
1. Becaufe Fear is a Paffion implan- 
ted by God in our Nature, and it 
never anfwers its End fo well, as 
when it has this Effba upon us. 

79 
a. Becaufe God cannot be considered 

as a Law-giver without enforcing 

his Laws by a Sanction. 81, 8x 

The Hope of a Reward as much a 

felfi/h Principle, as the Fear of 

lofing one. 8i, 83 

3. The State of a profligate Sinner 

is fuch that nothing but Terror 

can lay hold of him. 84 

If this Principle has done the 

Work of a better, it has had its 

proper Effect 88, 89 

Melan- 
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Melancholly Perlons perfuade 
themfelves into an Opinion that 
they love God lefs, and dread 
him more than they really do. 

90 

The right Ufe of thefe Apprehen- 

fions is to take Occafion from 

them to advance fafter in the 

Ways of Religion. 91, 92 

SERMON IV. 
The Terrors of Conference. 

Matt. xiv. 1, 2, 3. 

At that Ttme Herod the Tetrarch heard 
of the Fame ofjefus, and faid unto 
his Servants, This is John the Baptift, 
he is rifen from the Dead, and there- 
fore mighty Works dojhew forth them- 
felves in him. For Herod had laid 
hold on John, and bound him, and put 
him in Prifon for Herodias fake his 
brother Philip's wife. 

The State of the Wicked a very reft- 
lefs one. 95 

The Wildnefs and Inconfiftency of He- 
rod's Imagination. 97> ? 8 
& I. The 
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I. The Reproaches of Cotifcience un- 
avoidable, proved from Scripture. 

IOI 

From Reafon. 104 

And Experience. 107 

A late Writer who always dreaded 
being in the Dark, a remarkable 
Inftance of this Truth. nx 

Tiberius^ another. 114 

The Tales of Ghofts and Spe&res ac- 
counted for upon this Principle. 

116 

II. To account for the Difficulties 
that attend the Proof of this Propo- 
rtion, it is to be obferved, 

1. That our Judgments often mis- 
lead us when they are formed on- 
ly upon the Outfide and Surface 
of Mens Aftions. 119 

2. That the Reprehenfions of Con- 
ference are not a continued, but 
intermitting Difeafe. 120 

3. The few Inftances of wicked 
Men that go out of the World 
without feeling the Stings of Con- 
fcience, to be afcribed either to ill 
Principles early and deeply imbi- 
bed, or to an Obftinacy of Tem- 
per, or to a natural or acquired 
Stupidity. 123, 124 

Theft 
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Thefe only prove that there are 
Monfters in the uma\, as well 
as the naturdl World, but make 
nothing againft the fettled Laws 
of either. 125*, iz6 

III. The Application of this Dodtrine, 

That even for Pleafufe's Sake we 
ought to abftain from all criihi- .. 
ftai Pleafures. 126 

As it is a good Rule for a happy 
Conduct of Life, to manage our 
Domeftick Concerns right, that we 
may be eafy under our own Roof, 
fo it is the beft Way to fecure 
Peace to our felves, by having it 
always in our Consciences. ix8 

Let thofe chiefly liften to this Re- 
prover, who are otherwffe fet in 
a great Meafure above ReprooE 
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SERMON V. 

St. Paul\ Defence before Felix. 

Acts xxiv. 25. 

And as hereafoned of Righteoufnefs, Tem- 
perance, and Judgment to come, Felix 
trembled. 133 

The aftonifhing Scene of St. PauPs 
Preaching. 134 

I. The fubjeQ: Matter of it remarka- 
ble for its Excellence and Impor- 
tance. 135 — 138 
And for its Fitnefs and Propriety 

with Regard to the Perfon to 
whom it was addreffed. 138 

The Dexterity and Addrefs of the 
Apoftle to be admired in the 
Condu& of it. 139 

His fincere and difinterefted Spirit. 

140 

And his undaunted and exemplary 
Courage. 141 

II. The Manner of St. PauFs handling 
his Subject, he reafoned. 143 
A wrong Notion frequently enter- 
tained 
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tained concerning edifying Dif- 

courfes, 14? 

IIL The wonderful Effeft of St. Paul's 

Reafoning, Felix trembled. 146 

The great Force and Efficacy of the 
Word of God when duly handled, 
fhewn from this and other In- 
ftances in Scripture. 147 

A Reproach to our Sluggifhnefs and 
Infenfibility. 150 

Why St. PauVs Preaching had not 
the fame good Effefr on Drujilld y 
the Partner with Felix in his 
Crimes. 15*1 

And why the good EfFeft on Felix 
was not more lafting. ifx 

An Exhortation, that the Word of 
God may h^ve a better on us. 
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SERMON VI. 

Of Glorying in the Crofs of 
Cbrift. 

Gal. vi. 14. 

But God forbid that J fhould glory fave 
in the Crofs of our Lord Jefus Chriji r 
whereby the World is crucified unto me y 
and I unto the World. 15-9 

The Occafion of the Words of the 
. Text opened. 160 

I. Whatever Excellencies , outward 
Advantages or Privileges, it may be 
our Lot to enjoy, it misbecomes us 
as we are Chriftians to glory in 
them. 166 
This urged from the Uncertainty 

of Their Continuance, or of Our 

continuing with them. 167 

From the Tendency of the Doctrines 

of the Chriftian Religion. 168 
And from the Contemplation of 

ChriJPs Triumph on the Crofs. 

169 

II. It highly becomes us to glory in 

the Crofs of Chrift. iyz 

It 



Digitized 



by Google 



The Contents. 

It is the Do&rine to which all the 
other Do&rines of the Gofpel re- 
fer, and from whith they derive 
their Efficacy. 173 

The Propriety of the Church of 

England's ufing the Sign of the 

Crofs in Baptifm. 174 

IU. The proper Methods of glorying 

in the Crofs ofChri/i. 175- 

1. By frequently meditating on his 
Sufferings. ibid. 

2. By imitating thofe meek Graces 
and Vertues that he difpky'd un- 
der them. 177 

3. By celebrating the Memorial of 
his Death. 180, 

SERMON VII. 

External Worfhip a fit an4 rea- 
fonable Duty. 

Psalm xcv. 6. 

O come let us worjbip, and bow down\ 
: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

The Propriety of placing the Hymn, 

from whence the Text is taken, at 

Vol. II. a the 
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the Entrance of our Morning Devo- 
tions. 187 
I. External Adoration fhewn to be a 
reafonable Duty, as it relates to God y 
and is Part of that natural Homdge y 
which the whole Man, Soul and Bo- 
dy, owes to him, on Account of his 
Creation and Prefervation of us. 

191 
As we have no way of forming an 
Idea of God, but by confidering 
the feveral limited Perfections, 
fcattered among his Creatures ; fo 
we have no way of applying to 
him as Dependants, but by con- 
fidering thofe Marks of Refpeft 
that are ufed among Men. iqz, 

193 
External Wbrfhip mentioned as a na- 
tural Duty, in both Teftaments. 

196 
It is juft we fhould glorify God in 
this Life with the Body as well as 
the Soul, if we expeft he fhould 
glorify both in another. 197 

If outward Worfhip is not due to 
God under the Gofpel, the paying 
it to Idols cannot be highly cul- 
pable. 197? 198 

II. Ex- 
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II. External Adoration a reafonable" 

Duty, as it relates to our/elves, and 
is a Help towards promoting the 
fpiritual Worfhip of our Souls. 

The Emotions of the Soul are natu- 
rally communicated to the Body. 

199 

The Body by its devout Geftures 
returns the Force the Soul lent it, 

200 

And by this Means makes amends, 
as it were, for the Obftru&ions it 
gives in the Performance of ma- 
ny other Duties. 201, 202 

III. External Adoration a reafonable 
Duty, as it relates to our Neigh- 
bour, and is a Sign by which we 
exprefs to others the religious Ve- 
neration that dwells in us. 201 

The Adyantages of publick Worfhip 
to excite the mutual Ardor of the 
Faithful. 103 

And to filence the Scoffs of the Un- 
believer. zo3, 204 

An Exhortation to the Practice of 
this Duty, from the Inconvenience 
of the Neglect of it. 205-, 206 

And,* the Example of the Primitive 

Chriftians. 206, 207 

a 2 SER- 
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SERMON VIII. 

External Worfhip fhewn to be of 
no Efficacy, unlefs accompani- 
ed with Internal Devotion : 
Together with the excellent 
Contrivance of the Church of 
England Service to promote the 
latter. 

Lament, iii. 41. 

Let us lift up our hearts with our hands, 
unto God in the heavens. 

The Occafion of the Text opened, xn 

The Folly of a mere external Worfhip 

without a fuitable Affe&ion of the 

Heart fhewn, from the Confidera- 

tion 

1. Of the divine Nature. 114 

2. Of our own. 216 

3. Of the great End and Defign of 
Prayer. xi7 

4. Of the Bleflings, which, when 
duly performed, it is certainly at- 
tended with. 219 

The 
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The great Advantages of the publick 
Offices of the Church of England to 
raife the Attention of all fincere 
Worfhippers, 

i. By their being drawn up in our 
Mother Tongue. azi 

i. In their confifting of a premedi- 
tated Form of Words. zi% 

3. In their being divided into fre- 
quent Breaks and Paufes. 2x5- 

4. In their Variety. in.6 

5. In the Solemnity of them, nei- 
ther fo plain as not to be able to 
roufe, nor fo gaudy as to diftraQ: 
the Mind. txj i &c. 
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SERMON IX. 

The Ufefulnefs of Church Mufick. 
On St. Cecilia s Day 169%. 

Psalm Mi. 7, 8. 

My Heart is fixed, O God, my Heart is 
fixed-, Iwillfing, and give Praife. A- 
wahe up, my Glory I Awake Pfaltery 
and Harp ! I my [elf will awake right 

, early* .. 

Vavid a Man after God's Heart* by- 
qualifying his own Heart for the 
Duties of the Sancluary. in 

The Purport of the Text. 1 3 4, * 3 5 

I, A lively Attention of Mind the 
great Recommendation of our pub- 
lick Devotions to God. 137 
The Difference between the Jewijb 

Difpenfation in this Particular, 
and the Chriftian, itf, Z39 

II. All pious Helps to raife our Atten* 

tion, proper to be ufed in our pub^ 
lick Worfhip. 141 

Vocal and Inftrumental Harmony 
ufefuj to this Puipofe, 

i» As 
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i. As it removes the ordinary Hin- 
drances of our Devotion, viz. 

The Engagement of Thought, which 
we often bring with us into 
Church, from wnat we laft con- 
verfed with. 24* 

And thofe accidental TiiftraBions that 
happen to us during the Courfeof 
the Service. 243 

And laftly, that PTearinefs and Flat- 
nefs of Mind, which fome weak 
Tempers may labour under, by 
reafon of the Length of it. 244 
2. It not only removes Impediments 
to our Devotion, but fupplies us 
with Advantages towards perform- 
ing it, 

By adding Solemnity to the publick 
Service, 24? 

And by raifing in the Soul all the de- 
vout Paffions,. that of Love parti- 
cularly, which wing it up to Hea- 
ven, and fit it for the Illapfes of 
the Holy Spirit. 247, 248 

St. John y in whofe Breaft divine 
Love feems to have abounded moft, 
has fpoken the moft advantageouf- 
ly of vocal and inftrumentalMu- 
fick. 248, 249 

a 4 Igna* 
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Ignatius inculcates the fame Leffon 
after him, who probably learnt it 
perfonally from him. 249 

It makes our Duty a Pleafure, and 
enables us by that means to per- 
form it with Vigour and Chear- 
fulnefs. 251 

This Effedt remarkably vifible in 
David. 252 

And feveral of the Chriftian Fa- 
thers. 253 

The Inconveniencies that have ari- 
fen from Church Mufick much 
overbalanced by the Advantages 
of it. 256,257 

III. The Way of performing divine 
Service in the Church of England y 
better fitted to raife our jljfetfions 
than any other Form of Devotion 
nowpraaifed in the Chriftian World. 

257 

IV. An Exhortation to make our De- 
votion exemplary in Proportion to 
thofe Advantages which we aboyq 
Jill others enjoy. 258.— -2(^1 
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SERMON X. 
Of Anxiety and Solicitude. 

MaTth. vi. Part of the 34 th Verfe. 
Take m Thought for the Mvrrm. 

The Precepts of our Saviour's Sermon 
on the Mount very different from 
the prevailing Opinions of the Jews 
at that Time. ^66 

The Duty of the Text explained, with 
its proper Limitations* 267-^x71 

I. The Evil of too great Anxiety 
fhewn, 

1. As it is oppofite to feveral plaia 
Precepts of Scripture. x7x 

2. As it is an Invafioa of the pecu- 
liar Province and Prerogative of 
<jpd^ x?*, *71 

3 r A$ it is built always on a fecret 

Diftruft of God's Goodnefs towards 

us , and perpetual fFatchfulnefs o T 

ver us. 274 

"Which yet very evidently appears 

to us from the Light of Nature. 
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And from the Obfervation of his 
Providence over the feveral 
Ranks of lower and lefs noble 
Creatures. 176 

II. The Folly of too great Anxiety, 
1. It makes us feel Affli&ions which 
will never overtake us, and mul- 
tiplies thofe which certainly will. 

279 — 282 

a. It takes away from us the Power 

either to eftape or bear them. 

281, 283 

3. An anxious Concern for Futurity 
robs us of all the Eafe and Ad- 
vantages which might arife from 
a proper and difcreet Ufe of the 
prefent Moment. 284 

4. The Prefence of Evils often fug- 
gefts better Expedients and wifer 
Counfels, than all our Wiftlom and 
Forefight can do. 285* 

5. By our tormenting Cares we 
forfeit our Intereft in the divine 
Providence and Prote&ion. 286 

An Exhortation to Truft in God^ 

287 — 291 
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SERMON XL 

The Wretchednefs of living in a 
wavering State of Mind, 

Gen. xlix. 4. 
Unflable as Water \ thou Jhalt not excel. 

The Occafion of the Words. 29?, 296 

J. The ill Condition of that Man, 

who is diftra&ed between two 

Courfes of Life, a good and bad one. 

297 
l. He is in the meaneft State of 
Mind, human Nature is capable 
of, inafmuch as he forfeits the 
Prerogative of his Underftanding 
which was defigned for a Guide 
to him, 298 

And difgraces the Image of God, 
whofe glorious Attribute is Im- 
mutability. 29 
And laftly, makes himfeif lower 
than the Bqafts, who ad regu- 
larly under the Guidance of In- 
ftipft. 301 

2, He 
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i. He is in a State of perpetual Trou- 
ble and Difturbance to himfelf ; his 
good Fits being like fhort Inter- 
vals of Madnefs, which ferve on- 
ly to let the Madman into a 
Knowledge of his Difeafe. 

301 — 30$ 

3. This Temper is mifchievous to a 
Man in Point of Interefi y as well 
as Eafe, not only by rendring him 
a&ually unfit for the Bufinefs of 
Life, but fufpefted likewife of 
Hypocrify and Diflimulation. 

305 — 307 

4. It is utterly inconfiftent with the 
Terms of Salvation. 307 — 3 10 

II. To perfuade the Man that is thus 
bewildered to fix a fure Principle 
of Vtrtue in his Mind, that may 
guide and govern him throughout, 
and make him uniformly wife, 

1. Let him be fure that his Belief 
is right, and found at Bottom. 

311 

2. Let him confider well what that 
particular Weight was, that in the 
Days of his Irrefoluiion ftill hung 
ypon him, and clogged his ver- 
^uous Endeavours. 3 1 3 — 31 5 

3-TQ 
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3. To thefe Endeavours let him add 
fervent Prayer, that he may be 
fiablijhed, ftrengthened, fettled. 

SERMON XII. 

The Duty of living peaceably 
explained and recommended, 
in a Farewel Sermon at St. 
Brides. 

Rom. xii. 18. 

If it be pojfible as much as lyeth in you 
live peaceably with all Men. 

The Importance of the Duty in the 
Text, and the Seafonablenefs of pref- 
fing it upon the prefent Occafion. 

319, 3io 

I. Wherein it confifts, in relation to 
(Pnblici, and Private Men, Opinions 

and PraBice. 3x1 — 3x? 

II. The Extent of it, with all Men, 

3%S— 3*7 

HI. The Difficulty of pra&ifing it, 

intimated by thefe Words, if it be 

poffible, 
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pqffibky and as much as Jieth in you* 

We are allowed to ftand up in De- 
fence of our Fortune or good Name, 
where violent Encroachments are 
made upon them. 328 

And in Defence of the Honour of 
God, or the Interefts of Vertue. 

3*8, 3*9 

But ftifl, as War has its Rules and 
Restraints within which its Cru- 
elties are bounded; much more 
in thefe Cafes ought we to have 
an Eye to Peace while we feem 
to overlook it. 3*9, 33° 

IV. The beft Helps to the Pradice of 
this Duty are 

1. To regulate our Paflions. 331 

2. To moderate our Defires, and 
fhorten our Defigns, with regard 
to the good Things of Life. 

33*, 333 

3. To have a watchful Eye upon 
our felves in our firft Entrance 
upon any Conteft. 333 

4. Always to guard againft the In- 
temperance of our Tongue, efpecial- 
ly m relation to that natural 
Pronenefs it has towards publifh- 
ing the Faults of others. 3 34 

5. To 
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$. To keep our felves from embark- 
ing in Parties and Factions. 335- 

6. To ftudy to be quiet, by doing 
our own Bujinefs in our proper Pro- 
feflion or Calling. 336 

7. Add Prayer to the Author of 
Peace and Lover of Concord, for 
the Fruits of his Spirit, which 
are Love, Joy, Peace, &c. 336 

An Exhortation to the Pra&ice of 
this Do&rine on the prefent Occa- 
fion, viz. the Choice of a Lectu- 
rer. 337 — 346 
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SERMON 

O N T H E 

MARTYRDOM 

O F 

K. CHARLES I. 

Luke xxiii. 28. 

Daughters of Jerufakm } weep 
not for me r but weep for jour 
felwsy and for your Children. 

THIS is a Day of Trouble % 
if Rebuke y and Blajpbemy, 
fliftinguifh'd in the An- 
nals of our Nation, and 
thft Calendar of our Church, by 
(lie (ad Sufferings of an excellent 
B x Prince, 
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Serm. Prince, who fell a Sacrifice to the 
I. Rage of his Rebellious Subje&s; and, 

t/VNJ by his Fall, derived Infamy, Mifery, 
and Guilt, on them, and their fin- 
fill Pofterity. 

We are met here, to acknowledge our 
Sin, to exprefs our publick Deteftation 
of it, and to deprecate the Vengeance 
which hath purfued, and doth ftill, 
I fear, purfue us on the Account of 
it. In order to raife and improve 
thefe good Thoughts and Difpofitions, 
I have pitchM on the Words fpoken 
by our Blefled Saviour in his fad Pro- 
ceflion towards Calvary, as the Ground 
of our prefent Meditations, -*- Daugh- 
ters of Jerufalem, &c. 

Since Providence fo order'd it, that 
one of the Leffons for that Day, 
whereon the Royal Martyr fuffer'd, 
and which was read to him juft be- 
fore his afcending the Scaffold, ftiould 
contain an Account of the Paflion of 
our Lord; and the fameLeflbn is ftill 
by Authority appointed to b? reacj 
in thefe annual Aflernbjies J I may 

\>9 
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be allowed, I hope, from the Hiftory Serm, 
of that Paffion, written by St. Luke, I. 
to take the Words you have heard, VY>J 
and apply them to the Subje& I am 
now about to handle, without incur- 
ring the Imputation of drawing un- 
feemly Parallels, and without giving 
Offence to any, but thofe, who are 
Offended with the Anniverfary it felf, 
and with our folemn and devout Man* 
ner ofobferving it. 

As Jefus wenp to his Crucifixion, 
St. Luke tells us, that there followed 
him a great Company of People, and of 
Women, which alfo bewailed and lamen- 
ted him. But Jefus, turning unto them, 
[aid, Daughters of Jerufalem, Weep not 
for me, but weep for your fehes, and for 
your Children: For, behold, the Days are 
coming, in the which they fhall fay, Bleffed 
are the Barf en, and the Wombs that never 
bare, and the Paps that never gave 
fuck l His prefent Sufferings, and ap- 
proaching Death, withheld him not 
from refle&ing with Concern on the 
Calamities, which were ready to o- 
B 3 vertake 
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Serm. vertake others, on his Account. And 1 , 
I* becaufe the Women who follow'd him 
</ " v "*°to Calvary out of a Tendernefs of 
Nature peculiar to their Sex, indulged 
themfelves in the loudeft Expreffions 
of Grief ; therefore to Thefe he parti- 
cularly addrefles the Admonition of 
the Text ; dire&s them to turn their 
well-meant Companion from him up- 
on themjehes, to referve all their Tears 
for a Time, now at hand, when the 
whole Nation of the Jews would be 
call'd to a ftrift Account for fpilling 
his Blood, and be made an aftonilhing 
Inftance of Divine Vengeance. 

The good Prince, whojfe unhappy 
Fate we commemorate, did in this, 
as well as other refpe&s, follow the 
Steps of the great Captain of his SaU 
Heb. ii. vat * on i w ho was tnadeperfeti thro'Suf- 
io. ferings : For the laft Moments of 
his Life, which his Murderers alio w'd 
him, were employ'd in awakening a 
drowfy Nation into a Senfe of its 
Guilt, and a Dread of its impending 
Puniftiment. Secure of his own In- 
* nocence 
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hbcence and Happinefs, he feemM to Sis raj. 
have conquer'd all Concern for him- I. 
felf ; and, like a true Father of his '-^Wi 
People, was chiefly folicitous for the 
Peace and Welfare of his People: 
His dying Words breathed nothing 
but Pity and Tendernefs towards his 
Subjects, who were to furvive his 
Fall, and to feel the fad Effefts of it. 
And, therefore, to thofi, who with 
weeping Eyes then beheld that bloody 
Scene^ and to us, who with like Grief 
now look on, at a Diftance, may we 
fuppofe the Royal Sufferer (confiftcnt- 
ly with the Character he then main* 
tain'd) to fay,— ffeep not for me; but 
weep for yourfefoes, and for your Chil- 
dren. 

This, I am fure, is an Inftf uftionj 
which the Day it felf feems naturally 
to afford us, and which I fhall, there- 
fore, piirfue in both its Branches; 
fhewing you, 

t Brjiy "That we mifplace our Grief, if 

we ertfjflby it in bewailing and la- 

B 4 menting 
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Serm* meriting our Martyr'd Sovereign ; 
I. And, 

^VVji, Secondly. That the trueEndor"thefe 
annual Humiliations is, to weep for 
our fehes, and for our Children-, to 
deplore the Guilt which our Fore- 
fathers contracted by this inhuman 
Deed, and which, we have Reafon 
to fear, is not even yet fully Ex- 
piated. 

I. In the early Ages of the Church, 
the Cuftom was annually to obferve 
thofe Days on which the Martyrs 
wereCrowrfd (fuch was the Language 
of that Time) not with deje&ed 
Looks, or any outward Expreflions 
of Sorrow; but with the Solemnities 
ufual on Birth-Days (and fuch alfo 
they were ft y led) even with all poC- 
fible Inftances of devout Exultation 
and Joy. Upon thefe Occafions, 
pious Chrijlians flock'd to the Places, 
where thofe faithful Servants of Chrifi 
-flept, or had feal'd the Truth of their 
Teftimony with their Blood : Th:,e 

thov 
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they held their facred Affetnbties (as Serm. 
they afterwards built their Churches ^^ 
There they made their EucharifUckOb- 
lations, and celebrated their Feafts of 
Love ; gave Thanks to God for the 
exemplary Vertues and Graces, which 
adorn'd the Lives and Deaths of thofe 
holy Perfons, and excited themfelves 
into like Degrees of Chriftian Zeal and 
Fervor. 

Their Behaviour in thefe Cafes 
ftiould be the Rule of ours, and teach 
us to obferve this Anniverfary in fuch 
a Manner, as may render it moft ho- 
nourable to the Dead, and moft ufefol 
to the Living. To that end, it will 
become us, not Vainly to indulge our 
Grief, or our Refentments, in benalt 
of our much injur'd Prince ; not fruit- 
lefly to fpend our Time in lamenting 
his Misfortunes; but rather to em- 
ploy it in magnifying the Grace ot 
God, which enabled him fo conftant- 
l v to endure them, and fo heartily to 
forgive the Authors of them ; which 
arm'd him with fuch a wondrous De- 
gree 
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$£kM. grfee of Meeknefs and Patience ; irt- 
I. fpirfed him with fiich Chrifiian Adag- 

t/ vx; nan i m j 1; y a ^ Courage, as made him 
fhifle with a greater Luftre in the 
Depth of his Sufferings, than he did 
in his moft flourishing Circumftan- 
ces ; and put off his Crown after a 
feore glorious Manner, than he firft 
wore it on the Day of his Corona- 
tion. 

Indeed, the Mind of Man, filPd 
with vain Idea's of Worldly Pomp and 
Greatnefs, is apt to admire thofe Prin- 
ces moft, who are moft fortunate, and- 
have filPd th6 World with the Fame 
of their fuccefsful Achievements. 
But to thofe, who weigh things in 
the Balance of right Reafon, and true 
Religion, it will, I am perfuaded, ap 
pear, that the Charafter of this excel- 
lent King, even while he was in his 
loweft and moft affti£fced State, had 
fomething in it, more truly Great arid 
Noble, than all the Triumphs of Con- 
querors : Something, that raised him 
as far above the moft profperous Priii* 
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pes, as they thetnfelves feem rais'd a- SerM. 
bove the reft of Mankind. I* 

Many Kings there have been, as U/ " YXJ 
happy as all worldly Felicity could 
make them ; and fome of thefe have 
diftinguifti'd themfelves as much by 
their Vertues, as their Happinefs. But 
the Pofleflbrs of thofe Vertues, being 
feated on a Throne, difplay'd them 
from thence with all manner of Ad- 
vantage; their good Actions appear'd 
in the beft Light, by reafon of the 
high Orb, in which they moved, 
while performing them: Whereas, 
the Royal Vertues, which we this 
Day celebrate, fhone brighteft in Af-, 
fiitiion, and when all external Marks 
of Royal State and Dignity were 
wanting to recommend them. O- 
thers, perhaps, may have been asjuft, 
as Beneficent, as Merciful, in the 
Exercife of their Royal Power, as this 
good King was : But none furely did 
ever maintain fuch a majeftick Even- 
riefs and Serenity of Mind, when def- 
poiled of that Power; when ftript of 

every 
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Serm. every thing but a good Caufe, and a 
I. good Confcience ; when deftitute of 
t/W>all Hopes of Succour from his Friends, 
or of Mercy from his Enemies : Then, 
even then, did he poffefs his Soul in 
Peace, and patiently expe£t the Event, 
without the leaft outward Sign of 
Dejedtion or Difcompofure. He re- 
membered himfelf to be a King, when 
all the World befide feem'd to have 
forgotten it ; when his Inferiors treat- 
ed him with Infolence, and his E- 
quals with Indifference; when he was 
brought before that infamous Tribu- 
nal, where his own Subjects fat as his 
Judges ; and even when he came to 

die by their Sentence In all thefe 

fad Circumftances, on all thefe trying 
Occafions, he fpake, he did nothing, 
which mif-became the high Chara&er 
he bore, and will always bear, of a 
great King, and one of the beft of 
Chrifiians. And this Mixture of un- 
affected Greatnefs and Goodnefs, in 
the Extremity of Mifery, was, I fay, 
his peculiar and diftinguifhing Excel- 
lence: 
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knee : Other Royal QuaHt ies » that Se * *** 
adorn Profperity, he fhared in com-^1^ 
mon with others of his Rank: But 
in the decent and kingly Exercife of 
thefe Paffive Graces, he had, among 
the Lift of Princes, no Superior, no 
Equal, no Rival. 

Indeed, the laft Scene of his Suffer- 
ings was very difmal ; and fuch, from 
which meer Human Nature, unfuppor- 
tedby extraordinary Degrees of Grace, 
mufts need have fhrunk back a little 
Affrighted, and feem'd defirous of 
Declining. But thofe Succours] were 
not wanting to him; for he went e- 
ven through this laft Tryal, unlhaken ; 
and fubmitted his Royal Head to the 
Stroke of the Executioner, with as 
much Tranquillity and Meeknefs, as 
he had borne leffer Barbarities. The 
Paffage through this Red Sea was bloo- 
dy, but (hort j a divine Hand ftrength- 
ened him in it, and conducted him 
through it ; and he foon reached the 
$hpre of Blifs and Immortality. 

He 
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Ssbm. He is now at Reft in thofe Manfi- 
!• ons, where Tears are wiped from 
< * rv ^all Eyes, where there is neither Death, 
nor Pam 9 nor Crying, and from whence 
Sorrow and Sighs do fee away. Where- 
fore, Let us not mourn y refvfng to be 
comforted ; but let us rather (as thofe 
early Chriftians did on the like Occa- 
fions) rejoice with exceeding Joy: Ren- 
dring to God our Thanks, that he hath 
been pleafed in thefe laft and moil de- 
generate Times, to afford us fuch an. 
illuftriousPattern of Vertue and Good* 
nefs, as even the pureft Ages o£Chri-* 
ftianity would have lookM up to with 
Reverence; that, by this Means, ho 
hath given to loofe and prophanes 
Men an Inftance of the great Power 
of thofe Religious Principles, which 
did, and which only could fupport the. 
Mind of this pious Prince, under all 

the Indignities and Miferies, that befeU 
him* 

What an Honour is it to thai* 

Church at whofe Breaft he firft fuck\f 

thefe Principles, to have been inftru- 

mental 
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mental in fowing the firft Seeds, from Serm, 
whence fiich excellent Fruits after- I. 
wards fprang! How ought fhe to^-<VV 
boaft and triumph in this Thought^ 
That a Prince, who excell'd as much 
in the Knowledge, as in the Pra£tice qf 
Religion, lhould be fo firiqi arijd im- 
moveable an Aflertor of her Do&rine, 
and Difcipline, and Worfhip ! Which 
he therefore valued highly, kecaufi he 
underftood them thoroughly : That he. 
fljould go on to maintain Her Caufe, 
even long after he defpair'd qf main- 
taining his Own, or of being able tq 
retrieve his loft Crown and Dignity » 
and that, after he had thus defended 
her Faith, durine his Life, he lhould 
recommend it mil more at his Veath^ 
by dying in it, and for it. 

But the more Excellent the Chara- 
fter of this Prince was, the more bar- 
barous and brutal was the. Rage by 
which he fell: Every Confideration 
which heightens his matchlefs Ver- 
mes, and endears his Memory to us, 
ferves alfo to enhance the Wickednefs 

of 
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Serm. of thofe Sons of Belial, who were the 
!• Inftruments of his Ruin, and embrued 
their Hands in his Blood. And, there- 
fore, though we have no Occafion to 
weep for him, yet have we great Reafon 
to weep for our felves, and for our Chit- 
dren; for the Guilt which the Nation 
contracted, and the Infamy it under- 
went, by Reafon of that inhuman 
Deed, and for the other fatal Confe- 
quences, which then did, and which 
(as we have juft Reafon to fear) may 
JIM attend it. And this is the Jecond 
Point, upon which I propofed to en- 
large : 

II. That Nations, as Nations, are 
liable to Guilt, and confequently to 
Punifhment ; that fuch Punilhments 
muft be inflifted in this Life, in which 
alone thofe Nations and Communities 
fubfift, and cannot be extended to an- 
other World, where all Kingdoms and 
People are to be fwallowed up in the 
Kingdom of the Lamb, and to be- 
come one Fold under one Shepherd ; 

and 
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and that the Punifhments infli&ed by Ser^ 
God on Nations in this Life, may be L 
altogether or in part deferred by God,'^ /v>J 
for fometigne, till the Iniquity of thofe 
Nations is full, and the Sinners grown 
ripe for Vengeance i Thefe are all 
Points fujEcjently evident from Rea- 
fon and Scripture, and the Hiftory of 
the World ; they need no folemn Proof, 
becaufe they admit of no great Doubt* 
Little indeed is faid on this Head 
in the Books of the New Teftament, 
which were all written for the Ufe of 
private fcattered Chriftians, ere as yet 
any one entire Nation was converted, 
or any of the great Rulers of the World 
had fubmitted their Scepters to the 
Scepter of Chrift : And, therefore, the 
Precepts there contained relate chief- 
ly* if not folely, to the Conduct of 
particular Perfons, and are filent as to 
the Methods of God's dfealirig with 
publick Bodies and Societies of Men. 
And there was the lefs Occafion for any 
Inftru&ions of this kind in (he Ntfp 
Teftament, becaufe they had been gi-> 
Vpl.IL C veil 
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Serm. ven fo frequently and fully in the Old-, 
I- theProphetick Parts of which do every 

,,/v>0 where inculcate thefe Do&rines,as the 
Matters of Faft, recorded in the Hifto- 
rical Books, illuftrate and confirm them. 
And from thence therefore, all our Ob- 
fervations mud be drawn, concerning 
the Influence which a Peoples Sins 
have upon their Sufferings, and con- 
cerning the Meafures of that Political 
Juftice, by which God governs the 
World. And in truth, it was proper 
that theDire&ions of this kind fhould 
be given under the Inftitution of Mojes; 
the Letter of which extended no far- 
ther than to the Concerns of thislAfe: 
Whereas the Duties, the Promifes, and 
Threatnings of the Gofpel do all look 
beyond the Grave, and are defigned to 
regulate our Behaviour in this World, 
as it relates, and leads to another. 

The Doctrine then of God's Vifiting 
Nations, as fuch, for Sins committed by 
them in that Capacity, being fuppofed ; 
let us briefly apply it to the prefent 
Cafe, and fee how far we our felves 
are concerned in it. That 
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That the Sin of this Day was Natio- SerM; 
nalj is not to be denied ; the Nation I. 
it felf confefleth it, by appointing and ^V^* 
obferving thefe publick and ftated Hu- 
miliations. It was under the Colour of 
a National Authority, that the Rebellion 
was firft raifed^ and all along carried 
on, and at laft confummated by the E- 
re&ion of that infamous High Court of 
Jufiice ; which gave the finifhing Stroke 
to the fuccefsful Villanies of that Time^ 
by taking away the Life of our Sove- 
reign. Indeed, the greateft Part of the 
Nation abhorred that barbarous Aft ; 
(and had their Power been equal to their 
inclination, would have prevented it :) 
But many of them had contributed to 
it too much, and too long before ; and, 
having joined in all the Steps that led 
to the Murder of the King, could not 
at laft, by exprefling their Deteftation 
of the Crime, excufe themfelves entirely 
from the Guilt of it. 

It was the Nation therefore, that 

finned \ and finned with a high Hand, 

and with all the inflaming Circumftan- 

C ^ ces 
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Serm. ces of Guilt and Aggravation. They 
I* made their way to the Completion of 

</ ^ N ° this Wickednefs, through the moft fo- 
lemn Engagements, through all the Ties 
of Reafon, and the Reluctances of Con- 
ference : The Laws of God and Man 
were but as Withs upon the Arms of 
thefe Sampfons, which they broke at 
Pleafure ; and, when they had once o- 
verleaped the Mounds and Fences of Ju- 
ftice, were refolved to think every Step 
lawful, which was neceflary to juftify 
thofe they had already taken. Many 
Years they continued ftedfaftly purfu- 
ing thefe unrighteous Meafures ; they 

jenviii. 5 held j ? aji Deceit, and refufed to return; 
and after heaping Tranfgreflion upon 
Tranfgreffion, did, at laft, through the 
Blood of many of their Fellow-Subjeffs 
arrive at that of their Sovereign, and 
in the calmeft and molt deliberate Man- 
ner perpetrate the black Defign they had 
for fome time meditated. 

The common Methods, made ufe of 
by rebellious Subjects in the Definition 
of Princes, did not pleafe them ; Pojfon, 

or 
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or a private Affajfmation was too hafty Serm. 
and clandeftine a way : They were re- I. 
folved to have the Proceeding more^^ 
Publick, and JW, and Solemn ; to car- 
ry it on by the Forms of Law, and with 
the mock Shew and Pageantry of Ju- 
ftice, (a Way which crowned Heads had 
not hitherto been treated in,) and fince 
the Crime it felf was old, and had been 
often repeated, to recommend it at leaft 
by the Newnefs of the Invention : In 
which refpeft, it muft be confefled, 
that they outftripped all jtheir Rivals in 
this Sort of Wickednefs, even the 
bloodied of their King-killing Neigh- 
bours. Indeed new Inventions for flaugh. 
tering Kings, and overturning States, 
are the peculiar Reproach of this Nation ; 
of which we have two eminent Proofs 
upon Record, not to be paralleled in 
other Hiftories, the Gm-Towder-Treafon^ 
and that of this Day ; One of them con- 
trived by Papifts, the Other by wild 
StBaries and Enthufiafis ; neither of them 
(God be thanked) by the Members of 
the Church of England [ 

C 3 And, 
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S e R^i. And, Shall I not vifitfor fuch Things 
I faith the Lord I fhall not my Soul be avenh 

j^TCs^ of fuch a Nation as this ? Shall a 
People fin in this remarkable Manner j 
and fhall not that Sin be as remarkably 
punifhed ? It was immediately, and in 
fome Meafure puniflied by the fatal and 
neceflary Confequences of it, by the 
fad Diforders and Confufions that at- 

? Kings ten ded it. For had Zimri Peace who 

hii. flew his Mafter f Did the Partners in 
this black Crime quietly reap the ex- 
pected Fruits of it ? No ! they did not, 
they were foon difplacM from the high 
Seat of Authority which they had u- 
furped ; and gaye Way to other Ufur- 
pers, and to various Forms of Govern- 
ment which prevailed in their Turns. 
The feayerifh Nation rolled from one 
Pofture, one Expedient to another; and 
found Reft in none. It then foon apr 
peared, how great theLofs was of their 
admirable Prince, and of their ancient 
Conftitution which perifhed with him. 
The People, who had mifcalled his mild 
and gentle Reign, Oppreflion and Ty- 
ranny 
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ranny, found themfelves now ruled with Serm. 
a Rod of Iron, and broken in Pieces like a !• 
Potter's Vejfel. They had complained i^Q* 
of Arbitrary Power without Caufe, and 
now fmarted under it without Remedy. 
To fecure their Liberty and Laws, they 
had made this Change ; which left both 
of them at the Mercy o£Jlanding Armies. 
Thus did their ownWichednefs correct them , 
and their Backflidings did reprove them /jcr. u. 19. 
They had pulled down a regular Primi- 
tive Church ; and immediately Chur- 
ches, SeSs, and Religions without Num- 
ber fprang up in the room of it ; in- 
ftead of the honeft Englifh Plaimefs 
and Simplicity, a demure and fly Hypo- 
crijy prevailed ; inftead of fober and 
well-weighed Devotions, all the Freaks 
and Rants of Enthufiafin. Every Way 
of worfhipping God, but the true One 
was publickly allowed ; all Men were 
admitted to the Exercife of the Sacred 
Function, but thofe who were moft law- 
fully called to it, and beft qualified for it. 
A loud and cajifelefs Complaint of Impo- 
fitions on the Confciences of Men, in 
C 4 Things 
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gsiiM. things pertaining to God, had helpfed t° 
Xf rtiine the Cftutch ; and How, every little 

WW; Society jttetfeitding to that venerable 
£s!arne, did the very thing they had 
complained of; impofed the Platform 
pf their Do&rine, Difcipline, and Wor- 
Ihip, as Divine ; and Were for rootfrig 
out all that oppofed, or did riot comply 
with it. iti the meaA Time, they, &ho 
preferved themfelves free frond this fort 
of frife&ion, were in as touch Danger 
of fwerving to a contrary Extfeitfe, 
and of making Inferences to the Pre- 
judice of Religion it felf, which they 
law perverted and proftituted to the 
worft Defigns, Even good Men, at the 
Sight of thefe prosperous Hypocrites, 
were ready to cry out, in the Words of 
complaining Jeremiah. — Righteous art 

Ter. xii. $ 0U 9 Q Lord, when I plead with thee ; 

1,2. yet let me talk with thee of thy Judgments : 
Wherefore doth the Way of the Wicked 
pro/per ? why are all they happy that deal 
wery treacheroujly ? Thou haft planted them^ 
yea, they have taken Root, they grow, they 
faring forth fruit $ thou art near in their 

Mouthy 
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Mmth^ arid far (very for) from their Serm. 
Reitis l Then, when thefe hypocritical *• 
Pretenders to Godlinefs abounded, did 
an oppofite Spirit of open Levity and 
Propfhatietiefe begin to gain Ground up* 
on a ferious and religious People: Thtn 
were thofe Seeds of infidelity firft fown 
among us, which have fince fprung up, 
and increafed into a mighty Harvefi. 
Our endlefs Vivifions were a Scandal to 
the truly Pious, the Boaft of Rome, and 
the Sport of Atheifis : We were made 
a Reproach to our Neighbours, a Scorn lhl ™' 
and a Deri/ion to them that were round 
about us; a Byeword among the Heathen, 
a Shaking of the Bead among the People : 
We lay down in our Shame, and our Con- 
fufion covered us. No Words can ex- 
prefs the various Sorts of Mifery, under 
which this Nation then groaned by rea-j oh XXXY 
fin of the Multitude of Opprejfions and 9- 
Oppreflbrs. New Lords had Dominion 
over us ; the very Refufe and Outcafi of 
the People ; the Head became the Tail, IfaiiL s 
and the Tail the Head ; the Child be- 
haved hffnfelf proud againfi the Antient, 

and 
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Serw. and the Bafe againji the Honourable. 
I. From Violence and Bloodflied this iiew 

{ ^y >u Model of Government had arifen ; and 
the fame Methods were requifite to ce- 
ment and uphold it. Plunder and Ra» 
pinecompleated the Devaftations which 
War h^d begun : Armed Force decided 
Right, or executed the Sentence of 
thofe who had no ijianner of Right to 
decide it; They were altogether like 
Ezek. ffr j ves ^ raven i n g the Prey to Jhed Blood, 
and to deftroy Souls to get dijhonefi 
Gain. As the Voice of a Woman in Tra- 

Ter iv» 

3 V vail, as the Anguifh of her that bringeth 
forth her firfi Child; fuch was then the 
Voice of the Daughter of Sion, that be- 
wailed her felf 9 that fpread forth her 
Hands ) faying ; Woe is me now / for my 
Soul is weary becaufe of Murderers / 

At laft this Storm ceafed, the Clouds 
difperfed, and the Sun fhone out again 
in his Strength ; the Royal Family re- 
turned, and with it our old Conftitu- 
tion in Church and State ; the Regi- 
cides fuffered, and the Land feemed to 
fre cleanfed of the Royal Blood, that wa 

Jhed 
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/bed therein, by the Blood of thofe that See*?- 
jhed it. Thus, for a while, we vainly I. 
imagined ; but fad Experience foon un- '-^V^O 
deceived us. Not many Years pafled, 
before God did again empty, as it were, 
at once, all the Vials of his Wrath up- 
on us : The Sword raged abroad ; Fire, 
and Peftilenceat home: And when this 
goodly City was laid in Afhes, and 
t)efolation and Emptinefs reigned in 
her Streets, doubtlefs pious Perfons 
did often refled, how much her mif- 
employed Wealth, and mifguided Zeal 
had formerly contributed to the Mife- 
ries and Confufions under which we 
laboured: And even they, whom a 
few Years Plenty and Profperity had 
lulled into a Forgetfulnefs of their 
Guilt, began then to lay their Hands 
upon their Hearts, and with Jofeptfs 
Brethren, to fay: Verily, we are guilty^™' XIU 
concerning our Prince \ therefore is this De- 
ftru&ion come upon us i 

There was ftill a more terrible Judg- 
ment behind, which we were threatned 
$ttth, and in fome meafure felt: Tho 1 

the 
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Serm. the Providence of God did not fuffer it 
« ^thoroughly to lay hold of us : I mean, 
<"^^the Advances made by Popery in a late 
Reign towards eftablifhing it felf a- 
*nong us. And this alfo was the Fruit 
of our formei* Iniquities ; for to fpeak 
a plain Truth, which plain as it is 
has been lately treated with Scorn and 
Derifion by fhamelefs Writers, the At- 
tempt of introducing a Foreign Religion 
was but too natural a Confequence of 
our forcing the Royal Family to take 
flielter in Foreign Countries ; where they 
might be allured by the tempting Ap- 
pearances of a fplendid Worfhip and 
a regular Hierarchy,and by glorious but 
empty Pretences to Univerfality and 
Infallibility • efpecially at a Time, when 
the good Frame of our Ecclefiaftical 
Polity here at home was Mattered and 
diflblved, and the Honour of our Zion 
was laid low in the Duft. Still therefore 
our Punilhment was from ourfelvesj 
nor was God a hard Mafier in inflict- 
ing it ; for we reaped only what we 
had fawed, and gathered what we had 

firawed 
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ftrawed ; and the/r/2 Subv^rfion of our -Serm. 
Conftitution involved us in all the I. 
Confufions and Mtferies, in which we ; >'WJ 
long afterwards laboured. But that 
Storm alfo blew over, and Times of 
Liberty fucceeded, wherein we promifed 
our felves the fettled Enjoyment of all 
manner of Advantages and Bleflings. 
Can we fay, that thofe Hopes were not 
in great Meafure defeated by the Spirit 
of Irreligion and Libertinifm, which 
then, and ever fince that Time noto- 
rioufly prevailed ; by thofe inteftine Fa- 
ctions andDifcords by which we have 
been torn, and that foreign War, under 
the Weight of which we for more than 
twenty Years groaned? Till the vaft 
Expence of Blood and Treafure, which 
it occafioned, made us ready to cry out 
in the pathetick Words of the Prophet, 
thou Sword of the Lord, how long jcr. xwn. 
will it be ere thou be quiet ! put thy felf J ' 
up in thy Scabbard ; reft, and befiill ! 

And when that Sword refted in its 
Scabbard, was notthe Manner of Sheath- 
ing it as unwelcome to us, as even 

the 
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SfeRM. the Havock it had occafioned, when 
I. naked and drawn! Was not the good 

'^Y^Queen (now with God) the Subjeft of 
malicious, but groundlefs Reproaches 
on that very Account ? Did we not 
murmur at the Bleffing, and bring our 
felves, at laft, with great Difficulty to 
relifh and approve it ? 

But may we not now at length hope, 
that all is well with us, and that the 
ill Confequences of fpilling the Royal 
Blood of this Day are ceafed, the An- 
ger of God appeafed, and our Natio- 
nal Guilt utterly pardoned ? How can 
that be, until the Nation it felf hath 
manifeftly repented ? And the Repen- 
tance of a Nation for any Sin is beft 
teftified by its general Abhorrence of 
the Principles and Practices that caufed 
it. And are we able in this manner to 
purge our felves of this Day's Tranf- 
greflion? Do we, indeed, give evident 
Proofs, that we heartily and univerfally 
deteft it? If j:hat be really our Cafe, 
i Sam. xv .what meaneth then this Bleating of the 
H- Sheep in our Ears, and this Lowing oj the 

Oxen 
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Oxen which we hear ? How comes it to Serm. 
pafs, that thefe Anniverfary Humilia- *• 
tions are fo openly fpoken againft, ill- 
treated and derided ? Why has the horrid 
Guilt of the Day been lejjened in Pub- 
lick Difcourfes, and reprefented with 
all manner of Alleviations and Softe- 
nings ? As if it were unpopular and im- 
prudent, to paint fuch a Villany to the 
Life, or to fpeak of it in fuitable Terms 
of Ignominy and Reproach ! Why 
have the TioBrines, which paved the 
Way to this bloody Deed been freely 
revived, embraced, and cherifhed ? And 
thofe, for which the Sufferers in the 
Royal Caufe underwent all manner of 
Perfecutions, been difcountenanced and 
exploded ? Why has the Spirit of Li- 
berty been indulged to an outrageous 
Degree of Licentioufnejs ? The Reve- 
rence due to Thrones fhaken by mean 
and infolent Pens? And Contempt 
poured on the facred Charadler of Prin- 
ces, as though they had not been anoinU 2Smid ' 21 
ed with Oyl ? Why have Le&ures, in 
fuch facred Places as thefe, been more 
1 than 
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SbiRM. than once read to the People, not only 
I. with Permiffion, but Applaufe, inftru- 

'^V^fting them how near they might ap- 
proach towards the Sin of Rebellion, 
without actually incurring the^Guilt of 
it? And why have impious Wretches 
by their Mock-Feafts ridiculed our Solemn 
FaftSy without being punifhed or (which 
is yet a worfe Sign) even without being 
dete&ed in order to Punifhment ? Cer- 
tainly, thefe are no good Proofs of our 
Abhorring the Sin of the Day ; and 
why then fhould we flatter our felves 
with the Thought, that God hath left 
off to abhor, and will no longer con- 
tinue to chaftife us for the fake of 

Luke xi. -k? Truly, (to ufe our Saviour's 

48. Words) ye bear witnefs, that ye allow 
the Deeds of your Fathers ; for they in- 
deed killed the Prophets ; md ye build their 
Sepulchres ; that is, Ye pay fome out-* 
ward Refpeft to their Allies, fome 
ceremonious Regard to theirMemories; 
but without renouncing the Principles 
and abominating the Practices, that 
led to the fpilling that Righteous Bloody 

whicfy 
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which, therefore, we have Reafon toSERM. 
fear, may be required even of this Ge- I* 
neration. When, and in what man- ,/YNJ 
ner, God will require it, he alone 
knows- But if we confider the Height 
of all forts of Wickednefs, to which 
we are now arrived ; the open Con- 
tempt of Religion , and Scorn of fa- 
cred Perfons and Things that reigns 
among us ; the inteftine Difcords , by 
which we are torn at home ; the Dan- 
gers which have threatned us from a* 
broad, and (however we may fay, 
Peace, Peace, to our felves) ftili do 
threaten us, we have juft Caufe to 
apprehend, that the compleat Meafur* 
of our Iniquity is almoft filled up, and 
that the Day of our Vifitation is not 
far off. 

But do not thou, O Lord, to whom 
Vengeance heUmgeth, do not thou deal 
with tis according to our Deferw ; be 
not dtfpkafed at usfot ever, neither fireuh 
out thy Wrath from me Generation to an- 
other! Command thy deftroying Angel, 

Vol. II. D when 
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Be km. when he goeth through the City (as the 

I. Prophet Ezekiel fpeaks) to jet a Mark 

pHC^ u P m f ^ e Forehead of all thoje that figh 

and that cry for the Abomination which 

hath been done in the midfi thereof; and 

either to fpare the whole for their 

fakes ; or, at leaft , not to finite the 

Righteous together with the Wicked, 

Make us deeply fenfible of this, and 

all other our great Enormities, and 

of thy wondrous Lenity and Forbea* 

j, u ke xix. r ance : Teach us, even yet in this our Day 

**' (if it be poflible) the things that belong 

to our Peace, e*re they be hid from our 

fiyes. Teach us, by a Reflection on 

paji Calamities , to prevent new ones, 

and to avoid thofe Rocks and Shelves 

pn which our Fqre*fathers were fhip- 

wreck'd. 

Which God of his infinite Mercy 
grant, through the Merits of that 
Blood, which fpeaketh better Things than 
the Bhod of Abdl 



To 
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Serm. 
To him, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, I- 
be afiriPd, as is mofi due, all Ho* 1/VVJ 
now, Adoration and Thanks, now, 
and for evermore. Amen. 
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S E RMON 

PreachM at 

St. James's Chapel. 

The wicked Lives of Chriftians 
no Argument againft the Truth 
of Chriftianity. 

i Tim. vi. i. 

7hat the Name of God, and 

his DoBr'tne be not Blafphemed. 

THE Purity and Verft&im of theSERM. 
Chrijtian Morality, confidering H« 
the Meannefs of the Perfons who pub- ^^^ 
lilhed that Do&rine, is a fure Argument 
D 4 of 
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Serm. of its divine Original and Authority. 
JL But then the Lives of many Christians, 

{ ^ Y> ^\cd in a way fo little anfwerable to 
the Precepts of Chrift, are a mighty 
Difhonour to our Religion, and give 
Occafion to thofe who feek Occafion, 
to reproach and blafpheme it. 

What fignifies it, fays the Libertine, 
or indeed how can one be fatisfied, 
that the Gofpel is of heavenly Extra- 
ction ; when we fee, it hath no more 
Efficacy and Influence on the Hearts 
and Lives of jthofe who profefs it, than 
other Religions that are of mere Hu- 
man Contrivance; when there is as 
much Impiety, and Vice of all forts a- 
mong thofe that name the Name of 
Chrijt, as among the Mahometans and 
fleathens? 

This popular Obje&ion St. Paul ap- 
pears to have had much upon his 
Thoughts, and doth therefore frequent- 
ly prefs his new Converts in this and 
other Epiftles, to diftinguifh them- 
felves by a becoming Sanftity of Life 
£nd Manners; for this Reafon among 

ethers^ 
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rthers, That the Name of God and jWjSbrm. 
Doflrine be not blafphemed. II- 

If there were great Occafion for fiich^"^^ 
Exhortations /&#, there is much great- 
er now ; when the Manners of Chri- 
ftians are degenerated fo far, not only 
from the Precepts of Chrifi, but even 
from the Pattern fet by thofe firft Be- 
lievers ; and when there are even a- 
mong thofe, who call themfelves Chri- 
ftians, fbme, as ready to lay hold of this 
Qbje&ion, and to urge it in Prejudice 
of our Religion, as any of the moft de- 
termined Heathens, even Porphyry, Celfus 
or Julian himfelf were. 

From the Words therefore, a pro- 
per Occafion will be given me to en- 
quire, 

I. What Ground there is for a Com- 
plaint of the extreme Wickednefs 
of Men now under the Evangelical 
Difpenfation. 

II. Allowing the Complaint to be 
juft, how little Reafon there yet 
would b$ for turning it to thp 

Dif- 
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Stjrm, Difad vantage of Chriftianity itfelf, !l 
II. And, \ 

W~^ HI. What are the Inferences that 

may more juftly and naturally be 

deduced from it. 



I. lam to confider, What juft Ground, 
or Colour there may be for a Com- 
plaint of the exceeding Wkkednefs of 
Men now under the Chriftian Difpen- 
lation. 

And here, it may with Truth be oh- 
ferved, to the Advantage of our holy 
Religion, that, as bad as Men are un, 
der it, they would have yet been worfe 
without it; fince, upon a juft Com, 
parifon of Chriftians, even in thefe 
latter Times, with the Enemies of the 
Crofs of Chrtft, it will, I am perfuaded, 
•be found that the Manners of the One 
are not quite fo Corrupt and Vicious 
as thofe of the Other, There may 
perhaps be fame particular Chriftians 
more abandoned to all forts and degrees 
of Impiety, than any even of the molt 
profligate Heathens (for which Inftan- 

ces 
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ces I fhall account in what follows :)Serm* 
But furely Chriftendom, as to the gene- It 
rd State of it, is not equally fcanda-^^^^ 
lous in this refpett, with thofe Parts 
of the World, that are Strangers to 
Chrift ; thofe Parts of it, I mean, where 
the Incentives to luxury, Ambition, 
and every fort of Vice do equally a- 
bound. 

And therefore the aggravating Des- 
criptions that have been given of this 
Matter, by fome pious and pathetical 
Pens, are not to be interpreted too 
ftriaiy. The Faults of Chriftians are 
obvious and manifeft to thofe of the 
feme Faith, and ftrike our Imaginations 
ftrongly on the Account of their Near* 
nefe: Whereas the Vices of the Hea- 
then World, being praftifed at a Di- 
ftaiice, and coming to our Knowledge 
by rare and uncertain Reports, do there- 
fore make but feint Impreflions on our 
Minds, 

The Rule, by which Chriftians are 
obliged to walk, is fo excellent, and 
they are thereby fo fuljy and clearly in- 
formed 
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Serm. formed of the whole Extent of their 
II. Duty ♦, the promifed Afliftances are fo 
^V^o mighty, and the Rewards fo vaft by 
which they are animated to Obedience ; 
that their Tranfgreffions, as they arc 
attended with a deeper Guilt, fo muft 
needs appear to be of a more prodi- 
gious Size, than thofe of other Men. 
And it is no wonder therefore, if, on 
both thefe Accounts, good and holyPer- 
fons have fpoken of them with a par* 
ticular Degree of Deteftation and Hor- 
ror, 

And as the Vices of Chriftians are, 
for thefe Reafons, open and glaring, fo 
their Virtues oftentimes difappear and 
lie hid. The profound Humility and 
Self-denial, which the Chriftian Reli- 
gion firft enjoined, leads the true Dis- 
ciples of Chrifiy in the Exercife of the 
chief Gofpel Graces, to Ihun the Ap- 
plaufe and Sight of Men, as much as 
is poffible. Hence, fome of the beft 
Chriftians are leaft known to be fuch, 
becaufe they make the leaft Noife and 
Shew with their Goodnefs. There is 

nothing 
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nothing extraordinary, or Angular inSERM. 
their manner of Life and Behaviour, II. 
no Oftentation of Santtity in Look, ''^^ 
Word , or Deed. Notw ithftanding their 
Domeftick Severities, yet, when they 
come abroad, they anoint the Head, and 
wajb the Face, that they appear not unto atvi,, 7 
Men tofaji. They found no Trumpet 
before their Alms, or other good Works ; 
but endeavour to perform them with 
that Secrecy, which our Saviour recom- 
mended, when he faid, Let not thy Mitvi 
Right Hand know what thy Left Hand 
doth. 

And of this there is One, though a 
very late, yet fo remarkable anlnftance, 
that for the Honour of our holy Faith, 
I think it may deferve to be particular- 
ly mentioned; thelnftance, I mean, of 
the Author of that excellent Book, the 
Whole Duty of Man,*who took not more . 
Care to do good to the World, than 
he did to conceal the Doer of it; being 
contented to approve himfelf to him, 
and him only, whofeeth infecret, and 
refolved that the Praife of Men, whe- 
ther 
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Ss*M.ther in his Life, or after his Death* 
II. fhould be no part of his Reward. 

l/ ^ x ' On thefe,and fuch Account^ as thefe, 
I fay, Vicefeems tp have the Odds of 
Vertue among thofewho mam the Nam 
of Chrifi much more than it really hatb* 
However, after all the Abatements that 
have been, or can be made in this Cafe, 
ftill it muft be owned, That the Wick- 
ednefs of Chriftkns is exceeding great, 
and, considering the fpecial Helps to. 
wards Holinefs, which they above the 
reft of the World enjoy, very amazing. 
Even good Men, when they find all 
the powerful Means of Grace propofed 
in the Gofpel, to have fo little Suceefs, 
are apt to be fomewhat ftartled at it ; 
and ill Men do not fail to make a very 
ill Ufe of it, and to turn it to the Dis- 
advantage of Chriftianity it felf. 

II. That they are very qnreafonable 
in fo doing, I am, in the next place, to 
Qtew. For, 

*♦ The foolieft and pureft Doflrine 
imaginable is km Doctrine ftill j it ca» 

only 
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only inftrua, admonifh, or perfuadejSBRM. 
it cannot compel. The Gofpel-Means IL 
of Grace, powerful as they are, yet are > r V%J 
not, and ought not to be irrefiftible. 
They are Moral Caufes, which do not 
violently conftrain our Wills and Affe- 
ctions } but only by gentle Methods fo- 
licit and incline them. They work 
not like a Medicine, or a Charm, with- 
out our Concurrence and Co-operation. 
And therefore let the Difcoveries of 
our Duty and Happinefs now made, be 
never fo bright and clear, yet a Multi- 
tude of Chriftians may ftill fo live, as 
if there were no fuch Difcoveries. And 
this is no greater a Wonder, than it is, 
that the Lufts and Paffions of frail 
Men fliould often get the better of their 
Reafon, and the trueft Senfe and Know- 
ledge of our Duty give way in thePre- 
fence of mighty Temptations; which 
always, hath, been, always will, and 
muft be the Cafe, while human. Nature 
confifts (as it doth) of jarrin§ Princi? 
pies, and the corrupt Part of us is (as, it. 
generally is) the prevailing Ingredient 
in the Corapofition. Let 
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Serm. Let the Go/pel have never fo UttU 
II. Succefs in promoting Holinefs, yet all 

tyrv> ° who have confidered it muft own, that 
it is in it felf as fit as any thing that 
can be imagined for that purpofe, and 
incomparably more fit than any other 
Courfe that ever was taken. If there- 
fore thedefired End be not attained, we 
muft not blame the Means, which are 
confeffedly appofite and proper, but 
the Men } who refufe or negle& to make 
ufe of them. The Rules of Health, 
and the Prefcriptions of the Phyfician 
may be good ; and yet few be the bet- 
ter for them, if few ftri&ly obferve 
them. It is no Difparagement to the 
Art, if thofe receive no great Benefit 
from it, who do not furrender them- 
felves up to the Methods it pre- 
fcribes. 

Did Phibfophy fuffer in the Opi- 
nion of wife Men, on the Account of 
the Debaucheries that reigned in thofe 
Ages, wherein it flourifhed moft, a- 
mong the Grecians and Romans ? Was 
it then thought a good hference^th^ 

becaufe 
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becaufe Men were very diflblute, when Serm, 
Wifdom was at the Height, and the II* 
Light of Reafon fhone brighteft, there* i ^ / ^ rsJ 
fare, Wifdom and Reafon were of little 
Ufe towards making Men Vertuous ? No ! 
the Excellence and Fitnefs of the Rule 
was univerfally acknowledged ; and 
all the Blame was laid on thofe who did 
not comply with it. Objeft in the 
like manner, againft natural Religion 
to a Deifi ; and he will give you the 
like Anfwer. * And why then (hould 
he not receive the fame Apology for 
revealed Religion, in its Turn ? If the 
ill Conduct of thofe who embrace any 
Rule of Life and Manners, be a rea- 
fonable Exception againft the Rule it. 
feJiJ there's an End of all Rules what- 
foever ; fince none there are, from 
which moft of thofe, who in Theory ap- 
prove them, do not in Practice mightily 
fwerve and decline. But, 

2. The prefent Wickednefs of Chri- 

ftians cannot be owing to any Defe£fc 

in the Do&rine of Chriji y nor be urged 

as a Proof of the real Inefficacy of it 

Vol. II. E towards 
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S e r m. towards rendring Men holy ; becaufc 
II. there was a Time, when it had all the 

L/ ^ NJ Succefs of this kind, that could be ex- 
pected ; the Time, I mean, of its earlieft 
Appearance in the World ; when the Pra- 
ctice of the Generality of Chrijiians was a 
juft Comment on the Precepts ofChrift ; 
and they could appeal from their Do- 
ctrines to their Lives, and challenge 
their worft Enemies to fhew any re- 
markable Difference between them. 
When they were, as the Apoftle fpeaks, 

Phiiii X r^ am ^ e i s ^ dn & harmlefs, the Sons of God, 
without Rebuke, in the mids of a crooked 
and perverfe Nation, among whom the) 
/hone as Lights in the World. When they 
were fo far from Injuftice and Wrong, 
and the feveral wicked Arts of De- 
ceiving, that in the vaft Multitude of 
Converts, No Manfaid that ought was 
Aftoiv.32.^5 own , but they had all things common, 
and were not only of one Faith, and 
of one JVorjhip, but of one Heart, and of 
one Soul Now, if the Efficacy and 
Power of the Chriftian Doarine muft 

be tried by its Fruits, why may we 

not 
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hot have leave to take it at its firfl: fet- J>e km* 
ting out, and to argue, that the mod IL 
immediate, and neareft muft have been - / '" V ~ N * J 
the moft natural and genuine EfFe&s 
of it ? He that would try the Goodnefs 
of a Spring* fhould go to theFountain- 
Head it felf, and not judge of it by 
Streams from thence at a great Di- 
stance derived, which many other Wa^ 
ters rtiay perhaps have fallen into du«* 
ring its Courfe, and many impure Mix- 
tures have defiled* 

The Gofpel is the fome now, as it 
was then-, equally^ Power ofGodm-^^i^ 
to Salvation) equally mighty in pulling 
down of firong Holds ; and there- 2 Cor ' x + 
fore, that it doth not ftill produce the 
fame Effe&s, muft be owing i not to any 
Ineptitude or Defed in the Means, but 
to other Caufes and Confiderations^ 
fontie of which I fhall now briefly ex- 
plain. And, 

i. There muft needs be agreatDifc 
parity between the/r/2 Chriftians, and 
thofe of thefe latter Ages ; becaufe Chri- 
ftianity was the Religion of their. 
Ex Choice,: 
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Serm. Choice. They took it up, while it 
II- was perfecuted, and they could have 
(- ^ Y ^°no other Inducement to receive it, but 
a Conviction of its Excellence, which 
they attained by impartial and diligent 
Enquiries ; the Effeft of which was, 
that the holy Precepts and precious 
Promifes of the Gofpel made a lively 
anddurablelmprefiionon them. Where- 
as Chriftianity with us is generally, 
not a Matter of Choice, but of Fa- 
fhion and good Luck. We are born, 
where it is profefled ; and we fall into 
it, as we do into other prevailing Opi- 
nions and Cuftoms, of Courfe ; and no 
wonder therefore, if it floats only on 
the Surface of our Minds, if it takes not 
Root downwards, and consequently doth 
not bring Fruit upwards, in our Life and 
if. xx l Praflice. For the Gofpel, tho' it be the 
great Inftrument of Holinefs, yet can 
make thofe alone Holy, who confider 
and weigh it, and fatten its holy Rules 
upon their Hearts and Confciences by 
Meditation and Study. 

2. Ano- 
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*. Another Account of the greatDe-SERM. 
generacy of Chrlftians may be drawn II. 
from Mens ere&ing new Schemes of ^V - ^ 
Chriftianity, which interfere with the 
true and genuine Account of it. Some 
Men rely on the mere Externals of Re- 
ligion, on Majjes, and Pilgrimages, In- 
diligences, and bodily Auflerities : And if 
all thefe fail, they have a Referve ftill, 
in the Merits and Interceflions of Saints 
and Angels. Others, w r ho call themfelves 
Chriftians, have no regard for the Dead 
Letter of Scripture, but regulate them- 
felves by a certain Light within, by un- 
accountable Impulfes and Infpirations. 
There are yet others, who hope to be 
laved by a bare A61 of Recumbency on 
the Merits of Chrift, and by the Free 
Grace of the Gofpel, without obferving 
the Law of Bondage, and carnal Ordi- 
nances of Works, without being tied to 
the Elements. 

Now thefe Schemes (and the fame wc 
might fay of fome others) fubvert the 
true GofpeUScheme of Salvation; by Re- 
pentance from Dead Works, and becoming 
E 3 a New 
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S e RM t a New Creature ; and as far as they do 
' II. fo, muft needs undermine the Intereffc 
y^/^J of Vertue and Goodnefs, and fmooth 
the Way towards the Commiflion of 
Wickednefs, If all the World embraced 
the Do&rine of Cbrift in its Simplicity 
and Purity, without adulterating it by 
falfe Mixtures, it would be far more 
Operative and EfFe&ual than now it is, 
towards reforming Mens Lives, and 
fanftifying their Natures. But when 
they frame to themfelves a Gofpel, 
which Chrifl and his Apoftles never 
preached, and expeft to be faved on any 
other Terms and Conditions than thole 
God hath propofed ; 'tis no wonder if 
from fuch an Evil Root, as Evil Fruit 
arifes ; and they grow as corrupt in 
their Practice, as they are in their Opi- 
nions. 

The fame may be faid of fome over- 
eafy and loofe, or over-ftricl: and ri* 
gorous Decifions in Matters of Con- 
science. Many modern Cafuijls have 
Jjent their Thoughts, and {trained their 
Wits, in order to /often the Severity of 

the 
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the Gofpel-Morals, and to bring themSERM. 
down, as near as they can, not only II. 
to the Infirmities, but eVen to the Vices - / "^ NJ 
of Human Nature. They have inven- 
ted an Art of Lying without Sinning : 
They have allowed a Man to aft on 
that fide of an Opinion, which he is fatis- 
fied is falfe y fo it carry but any Shew of 
Probability with it ; and they have de- 
termined it to be probable, if two or 
three grave Writers of Note have e- 
ipoufed it. They have made good 
Ends capable of Sanftifying the worft 
and mod forbidden Means; have de- 
clared it not negeffary for a Man to 
exercife more than one Aft of Love 
towards God in his whole Life-time, or 
to be contrite for his Sins but on his 
Death-bed. And thefe are the Pofitions, 
not only of a few, obfeure, but of very 
many, and very celebrated Authors ; 
and cannot therefore but go on a great 
Way towards debauching the Minds of 
all fuch as have any Reverence for thofe 
Cafui/ts. 

E 4 On 
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Serm. On the other fide, good, but mifta. 
II- ken ^en haye fometimes carried the 
c,/VNJ Do£trineof the Gofpel to a very fevere 
and aftonifhing Height; and framed 
from thence fuch Rules of Life, and 
Determinations in Morality, as dire&ly 
oppofed the firfl: and moft innocent In- 
clinations of Human Nature. And in 
this they thought, they had done God 
and Men good feryice ; but the Event 
has difproved them. For fomePerfons 
finding Religion reprefented as fo me r 
lancholy and four a Thing, haye con- 
cluded, that God, the Author of our 
Nature, could never be the Author 
of fo unnatural and extravagant a 
Scheme ; and have thereupon rejefted 
it at once, and fet themfelyes loofe from 
all the Ties of Morality. Others, ftill 
adhering to the Truth of the Do<3rine, 
have yet been fo far difcouraged by 
the uncomfortable and forbidding Look 
of it, as to lay afide all Hopes either of 
duly pra&ifing or relifhing it; and 
have therefore refolved rather to enJQjf 
& hKl2 Sthe Pleafures of Sin for a Seafin, and run 
••■■";• ■-'•*.- the 
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the Venture of their future Happinefs,SE r m. 
than be certainly miferable here, for II. 
Fear of being fo hereafter. And a^"VXJ 
third Sort there are, who have en- 
deavoured to raife their Pra£Hce up 
to thefe Speculations ; but failing (as 
how could they but fail ?) have funk 
into religious Defpair, concluded them- 
felves Reprobates, out of the Favour of 
God, and a State of Salvation. 

So that too eafy and too fever e Deci- 
ionsy have *//& done Dif-fervice to Re- 
ligion ; thefe perhaps have frightned 
sear as many from the Profecution of 
Virtue, zsthofe have allured to theCom- 
mifiion of Vice; but the True Doctrine 
of the Gofpel, which fteers between 
thefe Extremes, is not anfwerable for 
the Excefles on either fide, and ought 
not therefore to be blafphemed on the 
Account of them r "We may add in 
the 

3 d . Place, that 'tis not to be expe- 
cted, but that, where Chrifiians are 
wicked, they fhould be rather worfe 
fhan other Men; for this veryReafon, 

becaufe 
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SERM.bccaufe they have more Helps towards 
H. becoming better, and yet live in the 

l/YV Contempt, or Negledr of them. Thofe 
excellent Rules of Life, which they 
will not fuffer to do them good, muft 
for that very Reafon do them Harm, 
if they fet their Faces againft fo plain 
a Revelation of their Duty, and refolve 
to Sin in Defiance of it. For, if thi 

Wx.v\.2S.Light that is in them be Darknefs, how 
great is that Darhtefs ? 

How great, even according to the 
natural Courfe and Tendency of Things, 
whereby what is good, when corrupted 
grows bad in proportion to its former 
Goodnefs: How much greater, in re- 
fpe£t of the juft Judgments of God, 
who punifhes fuch Perfons with the 
total Dereli&ion of his Spirit, and a 
penal Blindnefs ; giving thofe up to a Re- 

Rom.i.2Bprobate Mind, who thus hold the Tt&th in 
Unrighteoujhefs. 

Lajlly, The Faith of Chrifi fuffers 
much from the ill Lives of thofe, who 
have nothing of Chriftianity but the 
Namey and are, whilft they reproach 

it 
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it for the ill Condua of its Profeffors,SERM., 
themfelves the greateft Reproach to it. lit 
Set afide the Diforders of the almofi -^™ 
Chriftians, and of fuch as, whatever they 
may outwardly profefs, do not fincere- 
ly and heartily love our Lord Jefus ; 
and one great Occafion of Blafpheming 
the Doarine of Chrifi will be remo- 
ved, 'Tis very hard therefore to make 
our Faith anfwerable for the ill Man* 
ners of thofe, who do not in good 
Earned receive it; but much harder 
ftill, that thofe very Men fhould prefs 
theObjeaion moft eagerly, without 
whofe loofe and immoral Lives, there 
would not be near fo much Ground 
and Colour for it. 

This is as if a Catalim fhould have 
declaimed agairift the Debauchery; of 
Rome, whilft he and his Accomplices 
were in the midft of it, and had con- 
tributed to bring it to that pitch of 
Wickednefs they had complained of. 

Many other inftruaive Refleaions 

/might be fagggfted on thefe Heads: 

But thus much iriay fuffice to fhew, 

How 



Digitized 



by Google 



60 The Wickednefs of Chrifl'iam 

Serm.How far there is any real Occafion 
II. for a Complaint of the exceeding Wick- 

t/vv ednefs of Men, now under the Chri- 
ftian Difpenfation ; and then, fuppofing 
the Complaint juft, how little Reafon 
there would be, to turn it to the Difad- 
vantage of Chriftianity it felf. It re- 
mains, that I fhould point out to you, 
on my 

III. Third General Head, fome more 
proper and natural Inferences that may 
be drawn from it. They are many and 
weighty : But I will not detain you 
farther then by the Mention of Two of 
them. 

And, i. This fhould be fo far from 
Shocking our Faith, that it ought, on 
the contrary, to confirm and ftrengthen 
it. ♦ For the univerfal Degeneracy of 
Luk.xviii Cnriftians m thefe latter Days was 
s. ' 'plainly and punctually foretold by Chrifl 
and his Apoftles. When the Son of Matt 
cometh Jhall he find Faith on the Earthy 
faith our Saviour. Now the Spirit /peak* 
Ch.iv. h2 .tth (fays St. Paul, in his firft Epiftle to 
J Timothy^) 
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Timothy 1) that in the latter Times JbmeSERM. 
jhall depart from the Faith, giving heed H- 
to [educing Spirits, and Doctrines of Ve-^X^tz. 
vils ; /peaking Lyes in Hypocrify, having Chiii x 
their Confciences feared with a hot Iron. 
And in his fecond, This know, that in 
the lajt Days perilous Times Jhall come ; 
for Men fh all be Lovers of their own felves, 
Covetous, Boafters, Proud, Blafphemers, 
to which he adds a large Catalogue of 
the blacked and worft of Sins which 
fhould then abound, and parallel Pafla- Rev 
ges to thefe are alfo to be found, in St. i . 
Peter's and St.Jude's Epiftles. Now 
the Teftimony of Jefus is that Spirit of 
Prophecy ; and if he therefore and his 
Apoftles by that Spirit of Prophecy, 
forewarned us of this Event, it fliould 
not, methinks, leffen our Efteem of 
their Doftrine, to fee that Prediction 
fulfilled. 

Nay, the vicious Lives of the Ge- 
nerality of Chriftians is an Argument 
for the Truth of Chriftianity on ano- 
ther Account. For the profeffed De- 
fign of God in revealing it, being to 

reform 
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Serm. reform the World; and that Defigfi 
II. being fo remarkably defeated; were 

L/r ' v ^ J not our Religion founded on a Flock, 
on the moft apparent Reafon, and moft 
inconteftable Miracles, it muftj a long 
Time ago, have funk under the Weight 

Aa s v.38, f this/ingle Prejudice. Hadthis Coun- 

39 fih or Mi* Work been of Men, it would^ 
under fuch a Difadvantage, have cer- 
tainly come to nought ; but it being of God, 
nothing can overthrow it. We may from 
hence in the 

x A . Place, TakeOccafion toconfider 
the monftrous Degree of Pravity and 
Perverfenefs, that is hid in the Heart 
of Men, and to account for the Rife 
of it. It is plainly fuch, and fo great^ 
we fee, as to be Proof againfl: the bright-* 
eft Discoveries of God's Will, and our 
Duty ; fuch as no Rides can fe$$fy, no 
Endeavours can reform* 

And this one Refle&ion, duly atten- 
ded to, would fatisfy us, that w$ arc 
not now in our natural State, and as 
we came forth from the Hands of God ; 
but fallen and degenerated from primi- 
tive 
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tive Perfe&ion. For can it enter into S e r m# 
the Heart of Man to conceive, that the II. 
nobleft Part of the vifible Creation <^VNJ 
ftiould, in its Original Frame and Con- 
ftitution, be the moft imperfe£t and 
faulty ? That Man fhould have been 
created by God, with fuch violent Ten- 
dency to Evil, and fuch rooted Aver- 
fions from Goodnefs, as at prefent dis- 
cover themfelves in him? Even with- 
out the Light of Revelation, it would, 
on this very Account, be highly rea- 
fonablefor us to believe (what thofe, 
who reafonedbeft among the Heathens, 
the Scholars of Socrates did believe) 
that fome Change mufts needs have 
happened in our Faculties and Natures, 
fince they were firft formed ; and that 
our Souls are now placed in a State, not 
of natural Dignity and Excellence, but 
of Probation and Recovery. 

3. It will be a third good life of what 
has been difcourfed, if we learn from 
thence, not to meafure Do&rines by 
Perfons, or Perfons by Doftrines ; that 
is, not to make the One a compleat Rule 

and 
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SERM.and Standard, whereby to judge of 
II. the Goodnefs or Badnefs of the O- 

t/rv ' NJ ther. I cannot now duly explain this 
Refle&ion and fhall therefore empfoy 
it only in order to wipe off a Reproach, 
that hath been fometimes caft on that 
excellent Church of w hich we are Mem- 
bers ; as if ill Lives abounded more than 
ordinarily in her Communion. Itruft in 
God, the Afperfion is utterly falfe and 
groundlefs; the mereEffeft of Malice, 
Envy or Defign. But, were it never 
fo true, yet would not this be a Touch- 
ftone to try her Doftrines by ; fince 
for the fame Reafon that the Wtckednefs 
of Chriftians in general is no Argument 
againft the Truth of Chriftianity, the 
Wickednefs to be found in any partial* 
lar Society of Chriftians, can be no 
Obje&ion againft the Doffrines particu- 
larly profefled in that Society. By 
Scripture and by Reafon religious Opi- 
nions are to be examined ; and not by 
the Lives and Pra&ice of thofe who 
efpoufc them. 

3 How- 
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However, fmce the World is for theSERM. 
moft Part compofed of fuch as do not H. 
reafon rightly, but judge merely by*-^^ 
outward Appearances ; fince Mankind 
are generally fo made, that the holieft 
Religion in the World muft weds fuf- 
fer in their Opinions, on the Account 
of the ill Lives of thofe who profefs it ; 
let us therefore make this 

4th and laft Ufe of what has been 
faid, To excite our felves from thence 
to do what in us lies towards removing 
this Scandal from the Ghriftian Faith 
at large, and from that particular 
Church of Chrift to which we belong; 
both by living Our felves, as becomes 
our holy Religion ; and J3y influencing 
. Others, as we have Ability and Oppor- 
tunity, to live as we do ; that fo both 
we, and they may adorn the Doftrine of TkrilM 
God our Saviour in all Things ; may ren- 
der it lovely and defirable in the Eyes 
of all Men, even its fierceft Enemfes 
and Oppofers; having our Converfatm l?ct iiI2 
(as the Apoftle fpeaks) honeft among the 
Vol. II. F <?«*■ 
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S e r M.Gentiks, (ahd thofe who are worfe than 
H« 'Gentiles ; Chriftians in Name and Pro- 

t/ " v ^iBmon, but at the bottom hardened 
^and feared Unbelievers) that, whereas 
they fpeak againft us, as Evil-doers , they 
may by our good Works, 'which theyjbatt be- 
hold, glorify God in the Day of Vifitation. 
The primitive Chriftians (as you have 
heard) appealed freely from their Do- 
ctrines to their Lives t in Confirmation 
of the Truth of Chrifttanity : We, 
on the contrary, are forced to appeal 
from our Lives to our Doctrines-, and 
(bfhelter our felves under the indif- 
:putable Goodnefs of the Rule we em- 
brace, whilft we are guilty of very 
'many, and very great Deviations from 
it. Let us be afhamed to make life 
of this Argument any longer, and re- 
folve to render our Actions and Opt- 
ions perfe&ly conjijlent ; that fo our 
"Religion may appear to be, not a No- 
tional Syftem, but a vital and (ruftfol 
Principle of Holimfs ; and we may 
lave not only our own Souls, but the 

Souls 
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Souls of many others alfo, who fliallSERM. 
be won over to the Sfb^dime of the II. " 

'P«.iiii6 



Faith, by *ty2ra»£ ouf Converfation m^T^ 



Cbrifijefus. 

To whom, with the Father, and bleffed 
Spirit, be afcribed all Majejly, Might 
andPraife, now and for ever, A- 
men. 
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S E RMON 

Preach'd at 

St. James's Chapel. 

Phil. ii. 12. 

Work out yot/tr own Salvation wtth 
Fear and Trembling. 

THE wife and good Author of our 
Nature, forefeeing that, in this 
degenerate and corrupted State of it, 
the Rules of Duty he prefcrib'd, would 
not, without great Difficulty and 
Relu&ance, be complied with, hath 
been gracioufly pleafed to addrefs him- 
felf, not to our Reafon pnly, but our 
F 4 Tajfms 
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SEfeM.P^oflJalfo, and to enforce his Com- 
III. tnands by propofing, together with 

^^^them, fuch Motives and Confederations, 
as (he knew) would have the greateft 
Influence towards determining our 
Choice ; towards fecuring, and enli- 
vening our Chriftian Obedience. And 
the moft operative of thefe Motives 
feems to be that, which applies it felf 
to our Fears y and urges upon us the 
ftri& Practice of Vertue, by the Threats 
of divine Vengeance, which will cer- 
tainly attend our Difobedience. This 
Confederation the facred Writers fre- 
quently inculcate ; and particularly St. 
Paul in the Words of the Text, where- 
in he exhorts the Philippians to Work out 
their own Salvation with Fear and Tremb- 
ling- 

On which Words I intend to build 
this plain, but ufeful Propofition, That 
" A Fear of God's Wrath, and of Eter- 
" nal Punifhment is a proper axi&fuffi- 
« cient Motive to lead Men to Holi- 
" nefs. " This feems to be a very e- 
evident Truth ; and yet thofe, who have 

to 
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to deal with fcrupulous Confciences,S e r m. 
know, that fome very pious and well- IH- 
meaning Chriftians, do in good earneft^^^^ 1 
doubt of it ; and will not allow them- 
felves to be in a Regenerate Eftate, or 
to have a fure Title to the Divine Fa- 
vour, becaufe their Repentance, whol- 
ly took its Rife at the firft, and hath 
fince perhaps in fome Meafure received 
its Growth and Increafe, from that bafe 
and flavifti Principle of Fear, to which, 
they imagine the true Sons of Adoption 
and the Eleft of God are always Stran- 
gers. 

To remove the Scruples, under which 
fuch good, but miftaken Men labour, 
lhall be the Bufinefs of my prefentDif- 
courfe : Wherein I fhall endeavour, 

I. Firfij By fome general Reflexions 
to leffen the ill Opinion, ^vhich 
thefe Perfons entertain of them- 
felves ; 

II And then proceed more dire&ly 
to prove, that the Principle, from 
which their Repentance and Obe- 
dience 
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Serm. dience hath fprung, is fuch, as 
III. they may fecurely rely on. And, 

I. I defire them to confider, that, 
although the Gofpel doth (almoft in 
every Page of it) reprefent to us the 
Neceflity of Repentance in general, 
yet, as to any particular Motive, from 
whence this Change of Mind an4 Man- 
ners muft neeeffarily flow, it is altoge- 
ther filent. Which feems to intimate 
this Truth, That, if a Man be 
but fincerely and throughly Good, it 
matters not much out of what Princi- 
ple he fir ft became fo : Elfe the Scrip- 
ture, which fo often and earneftly pref- 
fes upon us the One, would have laid 
fame ftrefs on thcOther alfo. It is faid 
indeed that we muft Love the Lord our 
Lukex. 27 God with all our Heart, and with all our 
Soul, and with all our Mmd, and with 
all our Strength ; that we muft walk in 
all bis Ways, and keep all his Command' 
ments : But it is no where determined, 
from what Motive this our Love, and 
Obedience muft originally fpring, jn or- 
3 der 
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derto find Acceptance with God. AndSERM. 
therefore, where no exprefc Dire&ions III. 
are given^ there the Divine Goodnefs y ^ >s ^ 
fefeftis to have* indulged a Latitude. 
And why then ffiould We make the 
Way that leads to Eternal Life narrower, 
and the Gates Jlr after, than God him- 
felf appears to have made it ? But, 

z. It feems a little unequal and pre- 
pofterous in theft Perfons, to lay fo 
great a Strefs on their tears in one Re- 
fpedt, when they diftruft them fo much 
in another. For the State of their Cafe 
is plainly this, -— That by a Dread of 
Divine Vengeance they were at firft 
feared from the Pra&ice of Vice, and 
led into the Paths of Vertue : And it 
is the fatoe religious Dread that now 
inclines thefai to fufpeft, and condemn 
themfelVfcs, ori that very Account. They 
ftar they have not repented k that 
manner they ought to have done, be- 
caufe their Repentance was at firft the 
EffeS of their Fear. ; that is, they al- 
low the Suggeftions of this Paflion to 
have a great deal of Weight inthelat* 

ter 
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SERM.ter Caie, but none at all in the former. 

III. Which is, at one and the fame time, ■ 

^ to pay too much, and too little Regard 9 

Rom. xiv. t0 j| t) an( j tQ cm l ma ouf jfl ves fa St ([ 

P*»/elfewhere fpeaks) in that thing we t 

allow. And the Judgments Men pafs j, 

on their own Condition, from fuch in- t 

confiftent and confufed Views as thefe, j 

rouft needs be very uncertain, and unfit j 

to be relied on. Nay, t 

3. It is no flight Token of a Man's i 

being really and fincerely Good, and 1 

upon fuch Principles and Grounds as i 

are well-pleafing to God, in that hcfif S 

peBs hirofelf not to be fo: Since we 3 

rarely find any but the beft and mod 1 
religious Minds entertaining fuch lit- 
tie Doubts, and encouraging fuch nice 

Scruples as thefe. The. bold prefump- 1 

tuous Sinner goes on hardily in his way ; 1 

carelefs and fearlefs; without looking 1 

backward to the Point from whence 1 

he fet out, or forward to the End of i 

jer.xviii.6his Journey. He repenteth not of ins \ 

fVichednefs (according to the Defcription ' 

given of him by the Prophet Jmnrj) ' 

fayt»£> 
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frying, What have I done? But turneth$E*.u. 
agajft to his Courje, as the Horfe rufbeth HI. 
into the Battle. The Hypocrite on the o- <-<VNJ 
ther fide* is as fecure and well fatisfied 
in his way, having acted his Part fo long, 
as to come at laft to think it real, and 
to deceive even his own Heart, as well 
as the Eyes and Obfervations of others ; 
and contenting himfelf with a demure 
Shew and Face of Religion, without 
any troublefome Doubts or Mifgivings. 
But it is the good and confcientious Man 
chiefly, that is uneafy and diflatisfied 
with himfelf; always ready to con- 
demn his own Imperfections, and to 
fufpe& his own Sincerity, upon the 
flighteft Occafions. He defiresjJ much 
and earneftly to pleafe God, that he 
can never think he pleafes him as much 
as he ought to do. Every wry Step, 
by which he imagines himfelf to 
have declined from the Path of Duty 
affrights him when he refle&s on it • 
every the leaft Obliquity in Thought^ 
Word, and Deed feems confiderable to 
him. So that thefe Sufpicions and God- 
ly 
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.fcEiRM.ly Jealoufies.do, Lfay, ufually abound 
III- meft there, where there is leaft need of 

t/ ' VN; them ; and.it is (generally fpeftking) a 
very good,Sign of ^ |aI%p ? s;lotvijig'God 
heartily, and in ,goo$l qftfjpsft, stfhen 
he begins to doubt, whether thedoves 
him or no ; and fyfpe$S/e\^tthe)beft 
Fruits of Holinefs, which ibine in his 
Life and Pra&ice, becaufe he^cannot 
look back with fatisfa6tipn ; on the Prin- 
ciple of Fear, from whence, they rflowed. 
And therefore thefe very Scruples and 
Jealoufies which he thus cheHfljes, con- 

, cerning the Goodnefs of his State, 

would really afford Matter of 'found 
Comfort to him, if he had but Skill 
and Courage enough to make a right 
Ufeofthem. 

In order to convince him of which 
Truth, after premifingthefe r ^e»ew/ Re- 
flections, I proceed now, as I propp- 
fed, more particularly and diretfly to 
prove. 

" That a Fear of God's Wrath 
J c and of eternal Punifliment, i*a pro- 

" per 
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" per and fufficient Motive to leadMenS e k m. 
" to Holinefs." ™L, 

This will appear if we confider, ^orv 

i. The Paffim it felf, its Rife, Nature 
and Ufe. 

2.. The natural Apprehenfions we have 
of God, as a Law-giver } Judge and A- 
venger. 

3. The Depth of Sin, into which 
fome Men are plunged; and out rf 
which nothing but Motives of Ter- 
ror and Aftonifhment can poflibly raife 
them. 

i. The Paflion of Fear is natural to 
us, and was given us by God for our 
Safety and Convenience ; to warn us 
of impending Dangers, and to put us 
upon finding out proper Ways for a- 
voiding them. When therefore this 
Paflion imprints on our Minds a lively 
Senfe of thePunifhment due to Sin, of 
the Difpleafure of God, of the migh- 
ty and infupportable Torments of Hell; 
and doth from hence excite and quick- 
en us into thePra&ice of Vertue ; when 
it doth this, I fey, it doth its Duty, 

and 
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SERM.and ferves the very End for which it 
III. was implanted in our Natures. Every 

,/YV1 thing, that God made, is good; that 
is, there is fome good Ufe or o- 
ther to which it may be put. And cer. 
tainly our Fears muft then be of the 
greateft Ufe to us, when they are turn- 
ed upon their moft proper and impor- 
tant Object, Everlafting Burnings. Do 
we think, they were defigned to admo- 
nifh us only of fome Jligbter Harms, 
which may reach our Bodies, or our 
Fortunes? to keep us awake and a- 
larmed in relation to the Evils of this 
Life alone, without extending to thofe 
of another, as certain as thefe, and far 
greater than thefe in Degree and Dura- 
tion ? We may as well imagine, that 
Reafon was given us, merely as an help 
towards managing the little Affairs of 
this prefent World to our Advantage, 
without any regard to what is future; 
to make us wife and prudent in our 
fhort and momentary Defigns upon 
Happinefs, without aflifting us in the 
Difcovery and Purfuit of eternal Felicity. 

Certain 
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Certainly, as Man is aCreitureframedSERM* 
for Religion, fo every one of his Facul- HI. 
ties and Affe&ions, was originally or- 00 ^^ 
dained to the fame End that he himfelf 
was ; and may therefore to that piirpofe 
be ufefully, and is always moft fitly em- 
ployed. His Fears therefore, and his 
Hopes j and all the other Paffions that 
belong to the reafonable Nature, were 
given him, as much for religious tHes, 
as his very Soul and his Being were. 
So that when the Terrors of the Lord 
per/bade Men, a natural End isferved by 
a natural Pajflon; and, upon thefe 
Terms, we may be fure, the Author of 
our Nature will not refufe our Obe- 
dience. 

2. This will farther appear, in the 
next place, from the natural Apprehen- 
Jims we have of God, when we confider 
him as the Objett of our Duty and Ser- 
vice : It is plain, that we do then re- 
prefent him to our fclves, as a Law- 
giver ; that is, as one who prefcribes a 
Rule to our A&ions and will punifh the 
Breach of it. We cannot conceive him 
Vol. II. G as 
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SERM.as giving a haw without a SanBion y 
III* that is, without reprefenting him at the 

t/ ^ >J fame time to our felves,as enforcing that 
Law with a Threat , andfecuring the Ob- 
fervance of it by fome Penalty annexed* 
This is the Method of all inferior Le- 
giflators, and is from thence eafily and 
naturally transferred by us to the Su-. 
preme. So that our fir/l and moft im- 
mediate Conceptions of God, by which 
we are excited to our Duty, involve 
in them this very Motive we are fo apt to 
fufpe£t ; and we cannot propofe to our 
felves the One, without feeling in fome 
Meafure the Power and Force of the 
Other. 

To obferve God's Laws under a Prof- 
pe& of Reward is what many of thofe, 
who reje£t a Principle of Dread, will 
not deny to be a reafonable and fuffi- 
cient Inducement to Vertue. Now, how 
our defiring a Good fhould make what 
we do on that Account acceptable in 
the Eyes of God, and yet that very- 
thing be unacceptable, when done to 
avoid an Evil ; how the Hope of Reward 

Ihould 



Digitized 



by Google 



a Motive to Holtnefs. 8 3 

ihbiild be a^d^Mdtive, and yet the /for S erm* 
of lofing that Reward be an ill one, is HL 
hard to determine. It is on each {ide, ' rv>J 
the Selfijhuefi of the Principle, and the 
Mixture of our ovmlntereft with it, that 
feems to leffen its Worth. And I can- 
not fee, how our Interejl is lefs con* 
cerned in purfiiing Pleafure, than in fly* 
ing Pain. 

Indeed, the nobleft and mod: conl." 
mendable Reafon of our ferving God 
is, our Love of him; God is L<w*,and 
lie chiejly delights in thofe difinterefted 
Duties which fpring from that Principle* 
However he hath been pleafed td con- 
defcend to the Weakneft, nay to the 
Bafenefs of our Natures, and to accept 
our bounden Duty and Service upon 
much lower Terms. He hath thought 
fit to allure, and to frighten us into O 
bedience ; and him that comes even this 
way to him, hi will in no tvife caji out. 

3. To ftrengthen this Proof yet 

fkrther, let us, in the third place, take 

a View of the State and Condition of 

G x profit 
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Sb rm. profligate Sinners* We fhall find it to 
III. be fuchy that nothing but Terror can 
l-/ " v>J any ways lay hold of them. Is it pof- 
fible for a Man that is funk into all 
manner of Vice and Impurity, to be 
ftruck on a fudden with the Beauty of 
Vertue and Goodnefs, with the Love of 
God, and of his infinite Perfe&ions ? 
Can he (do we think) recover himfel£ 
by reflecting on the Deformity and 
Turpitude of Sin, or the Dignity of his 
Nature, and of that divine Chara&er 
and Refemblance which he bears ? 
Alas ! let Vertue be never fo lovely, 
Goodnefs never fo defirable ; yet he 
hath no Eyes to fee it, no Heart to defire 
it. He hath loft the Tafte of every 
thing, but thofe very Delights in which 
he indulges himfelf; and Reafon is no 
longer Reafon to him, than it 'pleads 
for his Enjoyments. Now what, I fay, 
can poflibly roufe fuch a Creature as 
this, fo loft to all ingenuous Motives, 
but the Senfe of divine Vengeance, and 
the Dread of eternal Punifhments ? 
The Terrors of Hell may ftill perhaps 
i perfuade 
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perfitade him to confider, (for Fear will Serm, 
find an Entrance where no other Paflion Ill- 
can;) but to all Arguments befides he - /r ^ rsJ 
is perfectly impenetrable. 

Indeed, after that the Wrath of God 
hath terrified him into Reflexions on 
his wretched State, and into Refolu- 
tions of quitting it, there is room for 
other Motives to come in, and finifh the 
Work thus begun; to improve his Con- 
trition, and raife his Refentments, and 
build him up in thePraftice of all man- 
ner of Holinefs. But ftill the leading 
Step towards Repentance muft, I fay, 
proceed from his Fear ; which therefore 
is a fure Foundation for all Penitents 
to build on, unlefs we can fuppofe that 
God ever leaves Men in Sin, without 
affording them any one proper Motive 
to flir them up to Vertue ; an Opinion 
not eafily to be entertained of infinite 
Goodnefs ! 

Why then fliould the pious Chriftian 

harbour any Doubts of this kind in his 

Bread? O, why Jhould his Soul be Mft ?CxVll 

down, and his Spirit dif quieted within him? 

G 3 There 
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SERM.There is no room for Defpondency of 
III- Mind in fiich a State as his ; no Rea- 

t/ ' v>J fon, why that Dread of divine Wrath 
which frighted him at firfi into the 
Ways of Vertue, ftiould continue to 
haunt and purfue him Jiill y now he 
is far advanced in them. The only Rars, 
which will be prejudicial to him, and 
which he ought to difmifs, are thofe 
concerning the Validity of his Repen- 
tance. His other Fears were agreeable 
to Nature, and Reafon, and to thofe 
Methods which the Divine Wifdom 
hath thought fit to make Ufe of for 
reclaiming Sinners. To ferve God out 
of Lw, and Love only, without the 
lead Mixture or Allay of any bafer 
Principle, is the Privilege of Angels 
and blefled Spirits who live in the Pre- 
fence of God. It will hereafter be the 
Reward of our having lived as became 
the Gofpel ; but it cannot be matter of 
ftrift Duty to us now. Lower and lefs 
noble Ends muft influence us, while 
we are in this State of Imperfe&ion ; 

i Cpr. xiii .jill that which is $erfeft is come, that 

l9? Which 
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which is in part need not, and cannot Serm. 
be done away. Therefore why is his III. 
Soul cajl down, and why is his Spirit , * / ''VNj 
difquieted within him ? 

To all this perhaps the dejected 
Chriftian, for whofe fake I have en- 
tered on this Argument, will reply, 
That the Fear of eternal Punifhment is 
indeed a proper and fufficient Motive 
to lead Men to Holinefs, if it be fuch 
a Fear of God's Power and Juftice, as 
is fweetly allayed and tempered by a 
Senfe of his Goodnefs ; that is, if it be 
an Evangelic and Filial Fear, compofed 
of an equal Mixture of Awe and De- 
light, of Love and Reverence ; for to 
fuch a Fear as this the moft eminent 
Saints of God were no Strangers, fince 
they ferved the Lord with Fear (as good 
IWtt/fpeaks) and rejoiced before him with 
Reverence. 

But alas 1 his is altogether zlegahnd 
ay?ra'feFear; afullen, gloomy Paflion, 
without the leaft Mixture of any thing 
joyous and delightful ; a mere Dread 
of Omnipotence, armed with Ven. 
G 4 geance, 
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S e r m. geance which prefents the Rod to him, 
HJ* as lifted up, and makes him tremble 
at the Sight of it ; and forces him on 
towards his Duty, without, and againfi 
Inclination, merely as Beafts of Sacri- 
fice are dragged to the Horns of the 
Altar. This is his wretched Cafe ; no 
GJimpfe of Light appears in any Coro- 
ner of his Soul ; no comfortable Re. 
fle&ions on the Goodnefs and Mercy 
of God fhine inwardly upon him; but 
the Face of his Mind is all covered with 
Darknefs, Piftruft, and Honor. And 
how can the Services that flow from 
fuch a Temper as this, be acceptable to 
that God, who is all Love and Light, 
and is pleafed only with a willing 
Mintf, and a cheerful Giver ? This is 
the fad Account, which fome Men give 
of themfel ves without Caufe, To recti- 
fy it, let them confider, 

(i.) Hath this Principle, which they 
thus blame, done the Work of a bet- 
ter ? Hath it made them Charitable, 
Humble, Temperate, Devout? Hath 
fit. ii. io it enabled them to purify them/elves from 

all 
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all Spot and Blemijb, and to adorn *&Serm. 
VoBrme of their God and Saviour in all !*Jv 
Things ? If it hath, they may put what*^^^ 
odious Names upon it, and drefs it up 
in what frightful Shapes they pleafe ; 
but it is certainly fuch a Principle, as 
will bear the Teft, and, if they conti- 
nue to be dire&ed by it, will at laft 
carry them to Heaven. Be not decei- 
ved, He that doth Righteoufnefs, is High- ijoh.iu.7. 
teous ; and as fuch, fhall receive a Re- 
compence at the great Day of Account, 
though he became fo upon the loweft 
and leaft valuable Confiderations: The 
Meannefs of the Motive, which indu- 
ced him to Obey, fhall not rob him of 
the Rewards which are due to Obe- 
dience. And therefore the Diftin&ion 
between a legal and fervile pear is here 
miftaken and mifapplied. For a. fervile 
Fear (in the true Notion of it) is fuch 
a Dread of divine Vengeance, as hath 
no faving Influence upon Mens Lives 
and Converfations ; fuch as Malefaftors 
jUre feized with, when under the Sen- 
tence of Execution, and without Hopes 

of 
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Serm. £ efcaping it ; fuch as ill Men feel, 

***• who go on obftinately in their ill Cour- 
fes, notwithfianding it ; and fuch under 
which the Devils themfelves bow and 
tremble, though without altering 
in the leaft their diabolical Na- 
tures by the Means of it. But this is 
far from being the Cafe of that Man, 
who works out his own Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling: And therefore, we 
mifcall fuch Fears as thefe, when we 
term them fervile : For that is always 
in the Accounts of right Reafon, and 
will be efteemed in the Sight of God, a 
true filial Fear, which works by a true 
filial Obedience. But, 

(».) It is farther probable, that thefe 
melancholy Perfons do reprefent their 
own inward Senfe of Things worfe 
than it deferves ; and perfuade them- 
felves into an Opinion, that they love 
God lefs, and dread him more than 
perhaps they really do. For (as I 
hinted at the Beginning of this Dif- 
courfe) it is fcarce conceivable that any 
Men, who are not fincerely good 

fliouia 
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fhould difquiet themfelves with fuchSERM? 
Scruples about the Ends and Motives III. 
which inclined them to Goodnefs. It*/VM 
is their Fear of not loving God as much 
as they ought to do, which makes them 
apprehend that they do not love him 
at all. And therefore, inftcad of turn- 
ing their Eyes imvardly upon the Ideas, 
which they have lodged in their fright- 
ed Imagination, let them direct them 
upon the outward Effefts of their Fears ; 
inftead of puzzling themfelves about 
the true Principle of Holinefs, let them 
take a comfortable Profpeft of the ge- 
nuine Fruits of it ; which abound in 
their Life and Practice. And then 
their Doubts will all difappear, their 
Scruples will vanifh ; and they will bo 
fatisfied, that the Loye of God hath that 
place which it ought to have in their 
Hearts, in as much as they obey him : 
For in this we know we lave God t if we^ oh 
keep his Commandments, But, *5» 

(jdly, and Lajlly^ Let the Men who 
are under thefe Apprehenfions, make 
ft right Ufe of them j not difturb and 

terrify 
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Serm. terrify themfelves with fuch Thoughts^ 
III. but take Occaiion from thence to gain 
t^VN; ground upon themfelves, and to ad- 
vance fafter in the Ways of Religion ; 
and fo excite in their Hearts fuch a fer- 
vent and exalted Love of God, as lhall 
leave no Room for any Doubts and 
Mifgi vings. It is true, that perfect Love 
cafteth out Fear; but fuch a Degree of 
Divine Love is fcarce attainable here : 
However we may afpire and approach 
ftill nearer and nearer towards this Per- 
fection. How much foever we have 
conquered our Dread of God, and im- 
proved our Love of him, we may go 
on ftill to dread him Ids, and to love 
him more, till we come at laft to be 
Ephef. iii. tooted and grounded in Love, and be able 
i7> l8 * x 9- to comprehend, with all Saints, what is the 
Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and 
Height, and to know the Love of Chrifi 
which pajfeth Knowledge. 
To him, together with the Father, and 
the Holy GhoJt,&c. 
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The Terrors of Confcience. 
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St. Matth. xiv. i,x,3. 
At that Time Herod the Tetrarch heard 
of the Fame of Jefus, and [aid unto his 
Servants, This is John the Baptift, He 
is rifen from the Dead ; and therefore 
mighty Works do Jhew forth themfehes 
in him. For Herod had laid hold on 
John, and bound him, and put him in 
Prifon, Sec. 
r rHE Wicked (fays the Prophet) are iu Mi 2o 

like the troubled Sea, when it cannot 
reft,whofe Waters cafi up Mire and Dirt. 

That 
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SERM.Thatis, Men of flagitious Lives are 
IV. fubje£fc to great Uneafinefs : Whatever 
' VN " Calm and Repofe of Mind they may 
feem for a Seafon to enjoy, yet, anon 
a quick and pungent Senfe of Guilt (a- 
wakened by fome accident) rifes like a 
Whirlwind, ruffles and difquiets them 
throughout, and turns up to open 
View from the very Bottom of their 
Confciences, all the Filth and Impurity 
which had fettled it felf there. A Truth 
of which there is not, perhaps, in the 
whole Book of God, a more apt and 
lively Inftance, than that which the 
Paflagel have read from the Evangelift 
fets before us. The crying Guilt of 
John the Baptift's Blood fat but ill, no 
doubt, on the Confcience of Herod, 
from the Moment of his fpilling it. 
However his inward Anguifh and Re- 
morfe was ftifled and kept under for a 
Time, by the Splendour and Luxury 
in which he lived, till he heard of the 
Fameqfjefus; and then his Heart fmote 
him, at the Remembrance of the inhu- 
man Treatment he had given to fuch 

another 
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another juft and good Man; andwrungSEKM. 
from him a Confeffion of what he felt, IV. 
by what he uttered on that Occafion* '-oro 
He /aid unto his Servants, This is John 
tbeBaptift! He is rifenjrom the Dead i 
toid therefore mighty Works dojbew forth 
them/elves in him* There could not be 
a wilder Imagination than this, Of 
which more betrayed the Agony and 
Confufion of* Thought under which 
he laboured* He had often heardj^ 
theBaptift preach, and ffluft have known 
that the Drift of all his Sermons was, 
to prepafe the Jewt for the Reception of 
a Prophet^ mightier than him f and who/h 
Shoes he was not worthy to bean Upon 
the Arrival of that Prophet foon after- 
wards,/Sraf s frighted Confcience gives 
him no leifure to recoiled what his 
Meffenger had faid ; but immediately 
fuggefts to him, That this was the 
murdered Baptift himfelf! Herod^s ap- 
pears from Hiftory,was, though circum* 
cijedy little better than an Heathen in 
his Principles, and Pra&ices; or, if 
fincerely a Jew, was, at mod, but of 
Vol, II. H the 



Digitized 



by Google 



98 The Terr on of Confctence. 

Serm. the Se£fc of the Sadducees, who Jaid, there 
IV. was no Refurrettion ; and yet, under the 

Jv^O^ prefent Pangs and Terrors of his Guilt, 

2 3- he imagines that John was rifenfrom the 
Dead, on purpofe to reprove him. It 
was the Baptift's diftinguifhing Chara- 

J0hx.41.aer, that he did no Miracles, nor pre- 
tended to the Pcwer of doing them ; 
and yet even from hence the difturbed 
Mind of Herod concludes, that it muft 
be he, becaufe mighty Works did Jhew 
forth t hern/elves in him. And fo great 
was his Confirmation and Surprize, 
that it broke out before thofe, who 
fhould leaft have been Witneffes of it: 
For he whifpers not his guilty Fears 
to a Bofom-Friend, to the Partner of 
his Crime and of his Bed ; but forgets 
his high State and Chara&er, and de- 
clares them to his very Servants. Surely 
nothing can be more juft and appofite 
than the Allufion of the Prophet, in re- 
fpeft to this wicked Tetrarch, he is like 
the troubled Sea, when it cannot rejl, whofe 
Waters cafi up Mire and Dirt. And fuch 
is every one, that fins with an high 
s Hand 
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Hand, agairifl: the clear Light of IiIsSerm. 
Confcience: Although he may refift IV. 
the Checks of it at firft, yet he will '-^VVJ 
be fure to feel the Lalhes and Reproa- 
ches of it afterwards. The avenging 
Principle within us will certainly do 
its Duty, upon any eminent Breach of 
curs ; and make every flagrant Aft of 
Wickednefs, even in this Life a Punilh- 
ment to its felf. 

With this general Propofition, the 
particular Inftance of the Text (duly 
opened and confidered) will furnifh us; 
and this Propofition therefore I now 
purpofe, by God's Blefling, to handle and 
enforce; and, in Order to fix a due, 
lively and lafting Senfe of it upon our 
Minds, I fhall,in what follows confider 
Confcience, not as a mere intellectual 
Light, or informing Faculty, a Vitiate of 
the practical Understanding (as the Phrafe 
of the Schools is) which dire&s, ad- 
monifhes, and influences us, in what 
we are to do : But as it a&s back upon 
the Soul, by a Refle&ion on what we 
have done i and is, by that means, the 
Ji z Source 
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Serm. Source and Caufe of all that Joy, or 

IV. Dejeftion of Mind, of thofe internal 

^^^^Senfations (if I may fo fpeak) of Piea- 

fure or Pain, which attend the Practice 

of great Vermes or great Vices, and 

begin that Heaven and that Hell in us 

here, which will be our fure and eter- 

Prov. xx.nal Portion hereafter. The Spirit (or 

21 ' Confcience) of Man is the Candle of the 

Lord, which not only difcovers to us, 

by its Light, wherein our Duty con- 

fifls ; but revives alfo, and cheats us 

with its bright Beams, when we do 

well; and, when we do ill, is as a 

Burning Flame, to fcorch, and confume 

us. 

As fuch, I fliall confider it, in my 
prefentDifcourfe: Wherein, 

I. I fhall endeavour to iHuftrate this 
plain but weighty Truth (for in- 
deed it needs Ilhflratim only, and 
not Proof) by fome Conftdera- 
tions drawn from Scripture, Reafoti> 
and Experience. 

IH 
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II. I fhall account for a particulars erm. 
and prefling Difficulty, that feems IV. 
to attend the Proof of it. And, Kyr V SJ 

HI. Laftly, I fhall apply it to (the 
proper Object of All our Admo- 
nitions from the Pulpit, but moft 
efpecially of this) the Hearts and 
Confciences of the Hearers. 

I. I am to illuftrate this Truth by 
fome Confiderations drawn from Scrip- 
ture, Reafon, and Experience. 

That Guilt and Anguifb are infepara- 
ble, and that thePunifhment of a Man's 
Sin begins always from himfelf, and 
from his own Reflexions, is a Truth, 
every where fuppofed, appealed to 
and inculcated in Scripture. The Con- 
fluence of the Jtrft Sin that was ever 
committed in the World is there faid 
to have been, that our offending Pa- 
rents perceived their own Nakednefs, 
and fed from the Prefence of God ; 
that is, a confeious Shame and Fear fuc- 
ceeded in the Room of loft Innocence ; 
and the Prefages of their own Minds, 
H 3 thofe 
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102 The Terrors ofConfcience. 

SERM.thofe Auguria Poena future ' (of which 
III. even the Heathen Mpralifts fpeak) an- 

{ - /r ^ rsJ ticipated the Sentence of Divine Ven- 
geance. In relation to this Office of 
Confcience it is, that the infpired Wri- 
ters fpeak of it (in Terms borrowed 
from the awful Solemnities of human 
Judicatories) as bearing Witness againft 

Rom.ii. 1 5 us > as Mcufing or excufing Judging and con- 
demning us. And the Prophet therefore 
adds this Woe to the other Menaces 
which he had denounced on a difobe- 
dient and profligate People, that their 

jer.ii. 1 9. 0w* JVickednefs Jhould correEt them, and 
their BackJIiding Jhould reprove them. A 
Correction fo fevere and terrible, that 
Solomon ballancing the outward Afflicti- 
ons of Life, and bodily Pains, with the 
inward Regrets and Torments of a 
guilty Mind, pronounces the former 
of thefe to be Light and Tolerable in 

Prov.xviii.eomparifon of the latter: The Spirit of 

m- a Man (fays he) will fujiain his Infirmi- 
ties ; but a wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
Ifaiah defcribes the difmal Reflexions, 
and foreboding Thoughts that harbour 

in 
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Ifi fuch a'Breaft, after this manner :Serm- 
The Sinners of Sion are afraid, Fearfulnefs IV. 
hath fur prized the Hypocrites ; Who fhall'^^Q^ 
dwell with devouring Names ? IVhoJhall h- 
dwell with everlafiing Burnings ? But no 
part of Scripture gives us fo lively an 
Account of this inward Scene of Deje- 
ftion and Horror as the Pfalms of pe- 
nitent David. In one of them particu- 
larly he thus complains, Mine Iniqui- ?f - x ™' 111 
ties are gone over my Head, as an heavy 
Burthen ; they are too heavy for me. I 
am feeble and fore broken, I have roared 
by reafon of the Difquietnefs of my Heart. 
I am troubled, I am bowed down, greatly ; 
t go mourning all the Day long. My 
Heart panteth, my Strength faileth me ; 
and as for the Light of mine Eyes, it is alfo v 
gone from me. For thine Arrows fiickfafi 
in me, and thy Hand prejfeth me fore : 
There is no Soundnefs in my Flejh, becaufe 
of thine Anger ; neither is there any Rejl 
in my Bones becaufe of my Sin. 

This is the expreffive Language of 

Holy Writ, when it would fet out to 

us the Diforders and Uneafinefs of a 

H 4 guilty 
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Sprm. guilty felf-condemning Mind And, 
IV. x. There is nothing in thefe Repre* 
V^Wfjntations particular to the Tunes, and 
ferjim, on which they point; nothing 
but what happens alike to all Men in 
like Cafes ; and is the genuine and ne» 
ceflary Refult of offending againft the 
Light of our Confciences. Nor is it 
poflible indeed in the Nature of the 
Thing that Matters ftiould be other, 
wife. It is the Way in which Guilt 
cloth and rauft always operate. For 
JMoral Evil can no more be committed, 
than Natural Evil can be fuffered, with* 
outAnguifla and Difquiet: Whatever 
doth Violence to the plain Dictates of 
pur Reafon concerning Vertue and 
Vice, Duty and Sin, will as certainly 
difcompofe and afflicl: our Thoughts, 
as a Wound will raife a Smart in the 
Flefh that receives it, Good and Evil, 
whether Natural or Moral, are but o. 
ther Words for Pkafure and Pain, De* 
light and Uneafinefs : At leaft, tho* they 
may be diftinguilhed in the Notion, yet 
aye they not tg be feparated in Reality; 
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but the one of them, wherever it is,Serm. 
will conftantly and uniformly excite IV. 
and produce the other. Pan and Pfe*.^ v%J 
jure are the Springs of all human Acti- 
ons, the great Engines by which the 
wife Author of our Natures governs 
and fleers them to the Purpofes for 
which he ordained them. By thefe,%n.+ 
nexed to the Perception of Good and 
Evil, he inclines us powerfully to pur- 
fue the one, and to avoid the other ; to 
purfue natural Good, and to avoid natural 
Evil, by delightful or uneafy Senfations, 
that immediately afFed the Body; to 
purfue moral Good, and to avoid moral 
Evil, by pleafing or painful Impreflions 
made on the Mind. From hence it is, 
that we fb readily choofe or refufe, do 
or forbear every thing that is pro- 
fitable or noxious to us, and requifite 
to preferve or perfefl: our Beings. And 
becaufe it is an tLnd offer greater Im- 
portance, and more worthy of our all- 
wife Creator's Care, to fecure the In- 
tegrity of our moral, than of our natu- 
r<?( Perfections ; therefore he hath made 

the 
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SERMthe Pleafures and Pains, fubfervient to 
IV. this purpofe, more extenfive and dura- 

t - / ' v>J ble; fo that the inward Complacence 
we find in afting reafonably and ver- 
tuoufly, and theDifquiet we feel from 
vicious Choices and Purfuits, is pro- 
tracted beyond the A&s themfelves 
from whence it arofe, and renewed often 
upon our Souls, by diftant Reflections ; 
whereas the Pleafures and Pains, attend- 
ing the Perceptions of natural Good 
and Evil, are bounded within a nar- 
rower Compafs, and do feldom fray 
long, or return with any Force upoa 
the Mind, after a removal of theObje&s 
that occafioned them. 

Hence then the Satisfactions, or 
Stings of Confcience feverally arife: 
They are the Sanations, as it were,and 
Enforcements of that eternal Law of 
Good and Evil, to which we are fub- 
je£ted ; the natural Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments originally annexed to tlje 
Obfervance, or Breach of that Law by 
the great Promulger of it ; and which 
being thus joined and twilled together 

by 
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by God, can fcarce by any Arts, Endea-SERM.' 
vours, or Pra&ices of Menbe put aftmder. IV. 
The Prophet therefore explains Good' /rv>J 
and Evil, by Sweet and Bitter. Wo £eifa.v. zo. 
to them (fays he) that call Evil Good, and 
Good Evil! — that put Bitter for Sweet, 
and Sweet for Bitter* Implying that the 
former of thefe do as naturally and fen- 
fibly affeft the Soul, as the latter do the 
Palate ; and leave as grateful, or difplea- 
fing a Reliih behind them. But, 

3. There is no need of Argument$,t<> 
eyince this Truth ; the univerfal Expe- 
rience and Feeling of Mankind bears 
Witnefs to it. For fay, did ever any 
of you break the Power of a darling 
Luft, refift a prefling Temptation, or 
perform any Aft of a confprcuous and 
diftinguilhing Vertue, but that you 
found it foon turn to account to you? 
Did not your Minds fwell with a fecret 
Satisfaction, at the Moment when you 
were dping it? And was not a Refle^ 
ftion upon it afterwards always fweet 
and refreftiing ; Health to 'your Navel, Prov.iu. s. 
and Marrow to your Bones ? On the con. 

trary, 
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SERM.trary, did you ever indulge a Criminal 
IV. Appetite, or allow your felves fedately 

^VNJ i n any pra&ice which you knew to be 
unlawful, but that you felt an inward 
Struggle and ftrong Reluctances of 
Mind before the attempt, and bitter 
Pangs of Remorfe attending it ? Though 
no Eye faw what you did, and you 
were fure that no Mortal could disco- 
ver it ; did not Shame and Confufion 
fecretly lay hold of you? Was not 
your own Confcience inftead of a thou- 
sand Witnefles to you? Did it not plead 

J" k ' "with you Face to Face, as it were, and up- 
braid you with your Backflidings? Have 
not fome of you, perhaps, at this In- 
ftant, a fenfible Experience of the 
Truth which I am prefiing upon you? 
Do you not feel the Operation of that 
powerful Principle, of which I am di£ 
courfing ? Is not the Memory of fome 
of your paft Sins even now prefent to 
you ? And are not your Minds flung 
with fome Degree of that Regret and 
Uneafinefs, which followed upon the 
nrft Commiffion of them ? And do you 
< not 
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not difcover what paffes within you, S bum. 
by a more than ordinary Attention, IV. 
Serioufnefs and Silence; and even by t/ ' v "^ 
an Endeavour to throw off thefe vi- 
fible Marks of Concern into which you 
are furprized, as foon as they are obfer- 
ved? 

The jolly and voluptuous Livers, the 
Men who fet up for Freedom of 
Thought, and for difengaging them* 
felves from the Prejudices of Education 
and fuperftitious Opinions, may pre- 
tend to difpute this Truth, and perhaps, 
in the Gaiety of their Hearts, may ven- 
ture even to deride it: But they cannot, 
however,get rid oftheir inward Convi- 
ftions of it ; they muft feel it fometimes, 
though they will not own it. There 
is no Poflibilityof reafoning our felves 
out of our own Experience, or of laugh- 
ing down a Principle woven fo clofely 
into the Make and Frame of our Na- 
tures. Notwithstanding our Endea- 
vours to conceal and ftifle it, it will 
break out fometimes, and difcover it 
fel^ to a careful Obferver, through all 

our 
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Serm. our Pretences and Difguifes, for even 
IV- in the midft of fuch a Laughter the Heart 

l/VN-> is forrowful ; and as the Beginning of 
that Mirth was Folly, fo the End of it 
is always Heavinefs. 

Prov. xin. Look upon one of thefe Men, who 

H- would be thought to have made his 
ill Pra&ices and ill Principles perfe&ly 
confident; to have fhaken off all Re- 
gard to the Dictates of his own Mind, 
concerning Good and Evil, and to have 
gotten above the Reproofc of his Con- 
fcience ; and you will find a thoufand 
Things, in his Actions and Difcourfes, 
teftifying againft him, that he deceiveth 

johni. 8. himfelfy and that the Truth is not in him. 
If he be indeed, as he pretends, at eafc 
in his Enjoyments, from whence come 
thofe Diforders and Unevennefs in his 
Life and Conduct ; thofe Viciflitudes of 
good and bad Humour, Mirth and 
Thoughtfulnefs ; that perpetual Purfuit 
of little, mean, infipid Amufements ; 
that reftlefs Defire of changing the 
Scene, and the Obje&s of his Pleafures ? 
thofe fudden Eruptions of Paflion and 

Rage 
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Rage upon the lealt Difappointments?SERM. 
Certainly, all is not right within ; or IV. 
elfe there would be a greater Calm, and {jr V >J 
Serenity without : If his Mind were 
not in an unnatural Situation, and un- 
der contrary Influences, it would not be 
thus tofTed and difquieted. For what 
Reafon doth he contrive for himfelf 
fuch a Chain and Succeflion of Enter- 
tainments ; and take Care to be deliver- 
ed over from one Folly, one Diverfion, 
to another, without Intermiffion? 
Why, but becaufe he dreads to leave 
any void Spaces of Life unfilled, left 
Cmfcience Should find Work for his 
Mind at thofe Intervals ? He hath no 
way to fence againft guilty Reflexions 
but by flopping up all the Avenues at 
which they might enter. Hence, his 
ftrong Addiftion to Company ; his A- 
verfion to Darknefs and Solitude ; which 
recoiled the Thoughts, and turn the 
Mind inwards upon it felf, by (hutting 
out external Objefts and Impreflions. 
It is not, becaufe the Pleafures of So- 
ciety are always new and grateful to 

him 
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S e R m. him, that he purfues them thus keenly ', 
IV. for they foon lofe their Relilh, and 

^V^grow flat and infipid, by Repetition. 
They are not his Choice, but his Re- 
fuge ; for the Truth is, he dares not 
long converfe with himfelf, and with 
his own Thoughts; and the worft 
Company in the World, is better to him 
than that' of a reproving Con/Hence. 

A lively and late Proof of this we had 
in a certain Writer, who fet up for de- 
livering Men from thefe vain fantaftick 
Terrors ; and was, on that Account for 
a Seafon much read and applauded* 
But it is plain, that he could not work 
that Effect in himfelf, which he pretend* 
ed to work in others : For his Books 
manifeftly fhew, that his Mind was o* 
ver-run with gloomy and terrible Ideas 
of Dominion and Power ; and that he 
wrote in a perpetual Fright againft 
thofe very Principleswhich he pretend- 
ed to contradict and deride: And fuch 
as knew his Converfation well have af- 
fured us, that nothing was fo dreadful 
to him, as to be in the Dark, and to 
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give his natural Fears an OpportunitySERM. 
of recoiling upon him. That he was IV. 
timorous to an Efccefs, is certain; he^^^ 
himfelf owns it, in the Account which 
he wrote of himfelf, and which is in e- 
very one's Hands : But he did not care 
to own the true Reafon of it, and 
therefore lays it upon a mighty Fright, 
which feized his Mother, when the Spa- 
niards attempted their famous Invafion, 
in the Year 1588, the Year in which he 
was born. The more probable Ac- 
count of it is, that it naturally fprung 
fr6m his own ConduQ: and Method of 
Thinking. He had been endeavouring 
all his Life time, to get rid of thofe re- 
ligious Principles, under which he was 
carefully educated by his Father (a Di- 
vine of the Church of England) and to 
fet up for a new Syftem and Seft, which 
was to be built upon the Ruins of all 
thofe- Truths, that were then, and had 
ever been held facred by the beft and * 
wifeft of Men. It is Vanity pufhed 
him on to this Attempt i but, he could : 
not compafs it. He was able, liere and 

Vol. II. . I there, 
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SERM.there, to delude a fuperfjcial Tljjnker 
IY« with his new Terms and Reafonings, : 

UYV ' But the hardeft Tasjs of all was, tho- 
roughly to deceive himfelf. His Urh 
derftanding could nof be compleatly im- 
pofed upon, even by it?s own Artifices ; 
an t 4 his Confcietfce, every now and then, 
got the better of him in the Struggle, 
fo. he lived in a perpetual Sufpicionarid. 
Dread of the Reality of thofe Truths, 
which he reprefented as Figments; 
and, while he made fport with that 
Kingdom ofDarhtefs (as lie loved to call 
another World) trembled, in good 
Earrieflr, at theThought of ft. 

Ttbmvs, that compleat Pattern of 
"Wickedhefs and Tyranny, had taken, 
as much Pains to conquer thefe Fears 
as any Man, and had as many Helps 
and Advantages towards it from great 
Splendour and Power, and a perpetual 
Sticcefiion of new Bufinefs, and new 
Pleafures; and yet, as great a Mafter 
of the Art of Diflimulation as he was, 
he could hot diflernble the inward Senfe 
oF his Guilt, nor prevent the open E- 

ruptions 
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fuptions' of it, upon very improper bc-StRl^ 
canons* Witnefs that Letter which he re- 
wrote to the Senate, from his impure '^^^^ 
Retreatment at Caprea* Tacitus has 
preferved 4 the nrlt Lines of it j and 
there Cannot be a livelier Image of a 
Iklind, filled with wild Diftradion and 
frefpair, dian what they afford' us* §judAxaui t. 
fbribM^Vobis P< C aui quomodo feribant y xl p i6j ' 
Utif quitt ontninb non fcribam hoc tempore, 
pit rite "De/tque pejds perdanf quam pe^ 
rire quotidih fentio, jt fcjo. That is< 
** Ttfhat, or how, at this Time, I (hall 
A write to you,, Fathers of the Senate* 
u or What indeed I {hall not write to 
<* you, may all the Powers of Heaven 
«-' confound me yet worfq than they 
tt have already done, if t know, or can 
" iniagine ! ■" And ^Qbfefvation upon 
it is; well worthy ofwrs, and very ap- 
pqfite to our prefent. purpofe. " In 
<c this manner, fays he, was this Em- 
" perpr punifhed by a. Kefle&iQfl, oa 
11 his own infamous Life and Guilt; 
" nor was it in vain that the greatefi: 
" Mafter of Wifdom (he means Plato) 
I 2, " affirmed 
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Serm." affirmed, that were the Breaft ofTy- 
IV. " rants once laid open to our View, 

\s\"^ « we ftioutd fee there nothing but 
" ghaftly Wounds and Bruifes ; the 
" Confcioufnefs of their own Cruelty, 
" Lewdnefs, and ill Condu£t, leaving 
il as deep and bloody Prints on their 
" Minds, as the Strokes of the Scourge 
" do on the Back of a Slave. Tiberius, 
" (adds he) confeffed as much, when 
" he uttered thefe Words ; nor could 
" his high Station, or even Privacy and 
" Retirement it felf, hinder him from 
" difcovering to all the World the in-, 
" ward Agonies and Torments under 
" which he laboured ". Thus that ex- 
cellent Hiftorian *. 

Believe it, the Tales of Ghofts and 
SpecTtres were not (as is commonly faid) 
the mere Inventions of defigning Men 
to keep weak Minds in awe ; nor the 
Produces only of a religious Fear, de- 
generated into Melancholy and Super- 
ftition ; but wicked Men,haunted with 



* About this Paffage of -Tiberius, fee Hooker's excel- 
lent Reflections, p. 367, 368. 

a Senfe 
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a Senfe of their own Guilt (as the cruel Serm. 
Tetrarch here in the Text, with the IV. 
Baptift's Murther) were ufed to affright , - /<VVJ 
themfelves with fuch Phantoms as 
thefe, and often miftook ftrong and ter- 
rible Imaginations for real Apparitions. 
Thus, I am fure, the Author of the 
Book of Wifdom very naturally Ac- 
counts for them in his xvii th Chapter ; 
out of which I fhall recite a large Paf- 
fage, very appofite to the Point which 
we are How handling. He is there 
with great Elegance, defcribing that 
panick Fear, which feized the impious 
^Egyptians y when (as he fpeaks) they 
were fettered with the Bonds of a long 
Nighty and Jhut up in their Houfes y the 
Prifoners of Darknefs. Then, fays he, 
they who had fuppofed that they lay hid in 
their fecret Sins, were horribly ajionifhed 
and troubled with Jirange Sights. For 
neither might the Corner that held them 
keep them from Fear ; but Noifes, as of 
Waters falling down, founded about them> 
and fad Vifions appeared unto them with 
heavy Countenances. And they that pro- 

I 3 mifed 
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f> erm. pflfed to drive away Terrors and Troubles 
jy. from afuft Soul, (the Men, we may 

^^^^fuppofe, who fet up for confounding 
the Notions of Good and Evil, and ri- 
diculing ConfcieweJ were fick themjelves 
pf Fear worthy to be laughed at, $>r 
though no terrible Thing did affright them, 
yet being feared by Beafls that pa fed by r 
and Hiffing of Serpents, they died for Fear j 
refujing to look upon the Air, which on no 
Side could be avoided. torWichednefs, (as 
he concludes) condemned by its own WiU 
pefs, is very timorous; and, being prejfed 
with Confcience, always forecajkth grie* 
vous Things! 

I know it will be faid, that, though 
this be often, yet it is not always the 
Cafe; fince we have now and then In* 
ftances of Men, who lead very, flagitir 
ous Lives, and yet feel not any of thefe 
Qualms or Guirds of Confidence; but 
do, in all Appearance live eafily, and 
fometimes even die calmly, Which 
could not be (fay the Objeaors) if the 
Principle of Confcience, and the con- 
demning Power of it were natural to 
1 Man; 
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Man; for it would then a& like otherSERM. 
natural principles, univerfally , and IV. 
Without Exception, tlaving hitherto t,/VNJ 
'therefore illuftrated this "truth by Ob- 
fervations drawn from Scripture, Rea- 
fto 9 and Experience; I proceed now 
on my 

II. General Head, to account for this 
Difficulty, which attends the Proof of 
it. in brfler to it, 

t. I bbfefve, that we are deceived 
bfteti in the Judgments we pafs on filch 
Occafions. In our common Intercourfe 
with the World, we fee only the 
Outfide aind Surface, as it we're, of 
Mens Afltions, 1 but cannot tell how it 
is with them Inwardly, arid at the bot- 
tom, "w^e frame our Opinions of them 
from What gaffes in Cohverfatidn an'd 
punlick Places, where they may be up- 
on their Guard, a&ing a Part, - and ftu- 
dyirig Appearances. The tf ypocrite in 
Perfection will put on the Maffc (o af- 
tjfifcially, that it {hall feem to be real 
ana 1 natural. Decency and a Defire of 
1 4 Efteem 
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SERM.Eftecm fhall enable Men to cover great 
IV. Paflions and Frailties, which neverthe- 

c/v ^°lefs fit very clofe to them, and, as foon 
. as thofe Reftraints are taken off, break 
out with Freedom, We have read of 
thofe, who have been endued wkhfuch 
a Conftancy and Firmnefs of Temper, 
as even to endure the Rack, and to 
appear compofed under the Pains of it, 
without owning their Crime, or decla- 
ring their Accomplices. And in like 
Manner, the Torments of a guilty 
Conference may fometimes be born and 
diflembled. I obferve, 

2. That the Diforders and Repre- 
henfions ofConfcience are not a continu- 
ed ^ but an intermitting Difeak; return- 
ing upon the Mind by Fits, and at 
particular Seafons only; in the Inter- 
vals of which the Patient fhall have 
feeming Health, and real Eafe. The 
Eruptions of burning Mountains are 
not perpetual, nor doth even the Smoak 
itfelf afcend always from the Tops . of 
,them; but though the Seeds of Fire 
lodged in their Caverns may be ftifled 

and 
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and fuppreffed for a Time, yet anonSERM. 
they gather Strength, and break out JS^L, 
again,' with a Rag6 great in Proporti- ^VNJ 
on to its Difcontinuance. 'Tis by Ac- 
cidents and Occafions chiefly that the 
Power of this Principle is called forth 
into Aft; by a fudden ill Turn of For- 
tune, or a Fit of Sicknefs, or our Ob- 
fervation of fome remarkable Inftance of 
divine Vengeance, which hath overtaken 
other Men in like Cafes. Even Herod was 
not always under the Paroxyfm defcri- 
bed in the Text, but furprized into it 
unawares, by his hearing of the Fame of 
J ejus; and then his Heart fmote him at 
the Remembrance of the inhuman 
Treatment he had given to fuch another 
juft and good Perfon, and filled his 
Mind anew with forgotten Horrors. 
We cannot therefore, from a prefent 
Calm of Thought, know, either how 
it hath been with a Man heretofore, 
or how it Jhall be with him hereafter; 
but may eafily in fuch Cafes, and do of- 
ten judge wrong Judgment; faying, 
ftacCy Peace, where there is no Peace, 

but 
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S eri«. but a Truce only; and where it will 

IV. appear that there was none^ whenever 
t^VV.Aifliaion ruffles a Man's Soul; or a 
Death-Bed rouzes hitnj 

PVrie titn hoces peltire ah itfio 
Ertthfptt»^atquee^imrP&fihd i metres. 

then (and iohietitnes riot till then) all 
Mafks and Difguifes are thrown oft, 
and the Mind appears naked arid uri- 
gi/arded to itfelf arid others. 

Ask tnofe who attend the Sicfc, aricl 
feety to prepare them for their Paflage 
Into andther World ;afk them, i fay, and 
they will tell you, how many Inftarices 
they haVe met with' of Men, whofeem 
td have been given up to a Spirit of 
Infenflbility arid Slumber, arid have ac- 
cordingly jlek on for a long Time, and 
taken their Re/t; ancf yet have in their 
laft Moftients, been all at once fuffici- 
eritly awafcened : What inetfpreflible X- 
gonies and Horrors they haVe found 
u£bn the Mirids of dying despairing 
Siriners, who thought themfelvesfecure 
againft fuch Attacks,- arid believed that 
ihe clamorous principle within' them 

was 
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was wholly filenced; but upon the ttearSERi*, 
Profpe<a of another World, and which IV. 
made no Impreflion on them at a JV.^^^ 
fiance, have changed their Sentiments, 
and dropped their falfe Confidence; 
have feen their Guilt, and dreaded their 
Danger, when it was too late perhaps 
to think of deploring the one, or efca- 
ping the other. 
After all, it muft be owned, 
3. That there are now and then /*. 
fiances of Men, who have gone through 
even this lafi Tryal unfhaken; and, af- 
ter leading very dilfolutc Lives, have 
yet died hard, as die Phrafe is, without 
any feeming Concern for what was 
pafled, or Dread of what was to fol- 
low, Whenever fuch an Etfeft hap- 
pens, k is owing to one c* more of 
thefe Caufes-, either to iH Principles ear- 
ly and deeply imbibed, or to a certain 
Qbftinacy and Sullennefe of Temper pe* 
culiar to fome Men ; or. laftly, either 
to a natural or acquired Stupidity. If a 
a Man begins betimes with himfelf, and 
lakes Pains to vitiate his Miud with 

lewd 
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SERM.lewd Principles, and lives long in the 
IV. profeffion of them, he may at laft root 

*"'" v " , ^and rivet them fo feft, till fcarce any 
Application whatfoever is able to loot 
en them; and till the natural Senti- 
ments of his Cmfcience are even choak- 
ed and ftifled by the Means of them. 

A felfe Firmnefs and Refolution, join- 
ed with the Shame of unfaying and un- 
doing all a Man hath faid and done be- 
fore, may poflibly carry him headlong 
on to his Death, without owning, or 
perhaps even feeing his Danger. Grofs 
and heavy Minds, unimproved byE- 
ducationand Inftrudion, have at length 
arrived at fuch a Degree of Stupidity, 
as to think of nothing beyond this 
World, nor of any Thing in it, but 
what immediately affects ■• their Senfes. 
And even Spirits more refined may 
by a perpetual and total Immerfion in 
bodily Pleafures, arrive at laft at the 
fame Degree of Infenfibility. In fuch 
Cafes, and by the Help of fuch Qua- 
lities as thefe, it is poffible, I grant, and 
fometimes happens, that Men have gone 

out 
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out of the World, as they lived in i^Serm- 
defying Confcience, and the Power of it, Vi- 
and deriding the Flames of Hell, till ^"^ 
they were in the midft of them. But, 
thefe are rare Inftances, and of no Force 
therefore when oppofed to the general 
Convi&ion and Feeling of Mankind 
upon the fame Occafions : They prove 
only that there are Monfters in the 
Moral, as well as the Natural World, 
which make nothing againft the fettled 
Laws, and regular Courfe of either. 
To argue againft the innate and pun- 
gent Refle&ions of Confcience from fome 
Mens want of them, is, as if one 
fhould attempt to prove, that Man is 
not a reafonable Creature, becaufe fome 
Men are hprn Naturals, and others by 
too great an Intention of Thought, 
or by brutal Exceffes, have loft the 
Ufe of their Reafon. For if the Light 
of Reafon may itfelf be extinguilhed, 
much more may the Voice of Confcience 
be drowned ; which being a practical 
Principle, is perpetually warred upon 
by our Lufts, and Paflions, and finful 

Habits ; 
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SfeitM. Habits; whereas, the other feeing 3 
IV. mere fjteculative Power, hath no Con- 
^^^trary in the Mind of Man to ftruggte 
with. 

But I forbear, fince there remains 
yet the 

ttl. Third and laft Part of my Task, 
to apply what hath been faidto the 
proper Object olAU our Admonitions- 
from the. BUlpit, (and particularly of* 
This} the Hearts and Confciences of thd 
Hearers. Since therefore the wife Au* 
thor of our. Natures hath lb contrived 
diem, that Guilt is. naturally, and ak 
moft neceuarily attended with Trouble 
and llneafinefs, . let us even from hence. 
be perfuaded to preferve the Purity, 
that we may preferve the Peace ami 
Tranquillity of our Minds* For Plem 
fitted Sake, let us abftaia from ali cri* 
wiml Pleafures and Pollutions.; becaufe 
the. racking Pains of Guilty duly awa- 
kened, are really, an Overbalknee to 
the greateft fenfual Gratifications. The 
Charms of Vice (how tempting foever 

they 
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they mayfeem, ta be) are by noMeansSE-RMi 
equivalent to the. inward Remorfeand HI. 
Ttouok, andi the tormenting Refte&i- ^^ 
ons which- attend it; which always 
keep Pace with our Guilt, and are pro- 
portionedto the Greatnefs and Daring, 
nets of our Crimes': For mighty Sinner) wifd. vk 
(here as well as hereafter) /hall be 6 ' 
mgMjf tormented. Sins of Omiffion, 
Infirmity, and Surprize there will be; 
even the juft Man fells feven Times a 
Day by theiri, and fifes again from them 
with Strength "and Chearfomefs to his 
Duty. But'let, us be fure carefully to 
guard againft all- fuch flagrant Enor- 
mities as do Violence to the firft and 
pfcineft Dilates of our Reafin, and o- 
verbear the flrrongeft Impulses of our, 
Gmfcience-, for thefe will- certainly leave, 
a Wound behind them^' which we.fiiall 
find it hard to bear/ arid harder, much 
harder to cure. Let no 'Temptation, 
no Intereft, no Influence whatfoever 
fway us to do any Thing contrary to 
the Suggestions of Confiience in pjain 
Cafes/ and Points of Moment ; let" us 
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SERM.no more dare to do in private what 
IV. that tells us ought not to be done, than 

t,/ ^ v>J if we were upon an open Theatre, and 
the Eyes of the whole Creation were 
upon us. What fignifies it that we 
cfcape the View and Obfervation of 
Men, when the watchful Witnefs with- 
in fees and records all our Faults, and 
will certainly one Day reprove us, and 
fet our Mifdeeds in Order before us. 

It hath been reckoned a good Rule 
for an happy Condu£t of Life, to be 
fure of keeping our domefiick Concerns 
right, and of being eafy under our pwn 
Roof \ where we may find an agreeable 
Retreat and Shelter from any Difap- 
pointments we meet with in the great 
Scene of Vexation, the World. And 
the fame Rule will, with greater Rea- 
fon hold, in Relation to the Peace of 
our Consciences. Let our Jirfi Care be 
to keep all quiet and ferene there: When 
this Point is once gained at Home, ex- 
ternal Accidents will not be able deep- 
ly to affeft us; and unlcfs it be gained, 
all the Pleafures, the Abundance and 

Pomp 
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Pomp of Life will be infipid and taft-SERM. 
lefs to us. *V. 

Wherefore let us refolve all of us to ^^^ 
ftick to that Principle, which will keep 
us eafy when we are alone, and will 
ftick to us in an Hour when all out- 
ward Comforts fail us. Let thofe of 
us particularly cherifh it, who are in 
any Degree placed above the reft of our 
Neighbours by a Superiority of Parts, 
Power, Riches, or any other outward 
Diftin&ions. Let thofe chiefly liften 
to this Reprover , who are otherwife 
fet in great Meafure above Reproof. 
The more deftitute they are of Advice 
and Correption from others, the more 
careful fhould they be to attend to the 
Suggeftions and Whifpers of this in- 
ward Monitor and Friend. Though 
they value not the Cenfures paffed by 
the Vulgar on their Anions, yet furely 
they cannot flight their own: Nor do 
they ftoop beneath themfelves, when 
they ftoop to themfelves only, and to 
the inward Dictates and Perfuafions of 
their own Minds. The Marks of Di- 

VoL.II. K ftinftion 
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SERM.ftin&ion they bear, though they may 
IV. enable them fometimes to fin with Im- 

^^punity as to Men, yet will they not fe? 
cure them againft the Lafhes of an a- 
venging Conscience \ which will find 
them out in their moft fecret Retire- 
ments, cannot be forbid Accefs, nor 
difmiffed without being heard; will 
make their Way to them, as they did 
to Herod and Tiberius, through Bufinefs 
or Pleafure, nay even through Guards 
and Crowds, and all the vain Forms 
and Ceremonies, with which they may 
be furrounded. 

In a Word ; Let us keep Innocency, and 
4o the Thing which is right ; for, what- 
ever other Expedients towards Happi- 
nefs Men may take up with, yet that % 

K Mxvii. ai *d that only, will bring us Peace at the 

$7. lafi. 
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Several ufeful Obfervariom an St. 
Paul's Defence of h'tmfelf before 
Felix. 



S E RMON 

Preach'd at 
St. James's Chapel. 
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St. Paul's Defence before Felix. 
A 

S E RMON 

Preach'd at 

St. James's Chapel. 



Acts xxiv. Part of Verfe ij. 
And as he reafoned of Right eouf- 
nefs, Temperance , and Judg- 
ment to come, Felix trembled. 

jH O, that hears thefe Words,s E r w. 
would not wifh to have V. 
been prefent at this afton- < ^V N J 
ifhing Scene; which repre- 
fents the Apoftle of the Gentiles, gi- 
K i ying 




Digitized 



by Google 



1 34 Obfervaitom on 

SERM.ving an Account of his Faith to Felix \ 
V. the Roman Governor, in fo moving and 

fVN; conv j nc j n g a Manner, with fuch a 
Force of Eloquence and Strength of 
Argument, that even he, before whom 
he ftands capitally accufed, is ftruck, 
awed, confounded by his Difcourfe, and 
the Judge himfelf quakes at the Voice 
of the Prifmer / As he reafoned of Righ- 
teoufhefs. Temperance, and Judgment to 
come (fays the Text) Felix trembled: 

The Words will furnifh us with ve- 
ry inftru&ive and ufeful Refle&ions, if 
we take Occafion from them diftinftly 
to confider, 

I. The fubjeft Matter of St. Parts 
Difcourfe, Righteoujhefs, Temperance 
and Judgment to come, 

II. His Manner o£ handling it; he 
reafoned, 

III. The remarkable Effeft, that fol- 
lowed, upon his thus handling 
this important Subjeft ; Felix trm* 

. bltd> 

I. The 
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I; The Subject Matter of St. ZWsSerm. 
Difcourfe is faid to have been, Righte* Y;^ 
iufnefs, Temperance, and Judgment to come. ^* 

Not that we are to imagine, that the 
Apoftle confined himfelf folely to the 
three Particulars here mentioned, with*- 
out touching on any other Point df Chri- 
ftian Dodrine: Doubtlefs, he declared 
fo Felix the whole Cdunfel of God in the 
Redemption of Man by Chrift Jefus ; 
and infifted particularly on the great 
Article of Chrijl's Refurreffion, in this 
Sermon, as he did in many others: £or 
the Words, immediately preceding thofe 
of the Text, are, that Felix fent fir 
Paul, and heard him concerning the Faith 
in Chrift ; and therefdre <*// the Articles 
df the Chripan Faith were, we niay be 
ftire, fufficiently explained by him* 
ftowever, though many other Dd- 
ftrines were at that Time handled by 
the Apoftle, yet thefe of Righteoufnefs, 
Temperance, and Judgment to come, had 
fo large a Share in his Difcourfe, were 
fo warmly, fo eflredtually urged by him, 
that St. Luke liath not thought fit to 
K 4 t# e 
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SERM.take Notice of any other Part of his 
V. Sermon. From whence we are natu- 
t/ * vx; rally led to raife this plain, but profita- 
ble Obfervation, that the moral Duties 
we are to pradtife in this Life, and the 
Rewards or Punifhments we are to ex- 
pedt in another, are the chief Confide- 
ritions in Religion, which fhould moft 
often and carneftly be inculcated by 
thofe who preach the Gofpel, and be 
moft attentively liftened to, and weigh- 
ed by thofe who hear it. 

Some Perfons have a Prejudice a- 
gainft what is, by Way of Reproach, 
called Moral Preachings and Moral Ar- 
guing ; when the Nature of Good and 
Evil, Vertue and Vice are infifted on, 
and the feveral Confequences difplayed, 
which, by the Light of Reafon are 
known to attend them: This, they 
think, is not to preach Jefns Chrifl, and 
his Gofpel ; it is not, to fpeak fpiritu- 
ally, feelingly, powerfully to the Hearts 
and Confciences of Men. But St. Paul 
it feems, was not of this Mind, when 
he made Jufiice, and Temperance, and a 

future 
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future Account j the chief Sub jc& of WsSerm. 
Sermon before Felix ; when he argued V. 
(as his Manner of Preaching upon o- ^^^ 
ther Occafions fhews that he did) from 
Principles of natural Light, how great 
Reafon Men had to pra&ife the two 
jirft of thefe, and to believe and expeft 
the latter ; when he enlarged upon the 
intrinfick Beauty andLovelinefs of thofe 
Vertues, and their manifeft Subfervien- 
cy to Mens prefent and future Happi- 
nefs ; and urged the univerfal Confent 
of Mankind to this Purpofe, who had 
always acknowledged themfelves to be 
under thefe Obligations, and, accord- 
ingly as they did, or did not fulfill them 
here, liable to be rewarded, or punijhed 
hereafter. St. Paul, we may be fure, 
thought himfelf all this while to be 
preaching Jefus Chrift and his Gofpel : 
And from the EffeB we learn, that this 
moral preaching of the Apoftle was fuf- 
ficiently powerful , awakening, edify- 
ing; for it had fuch a fpiritual Efficacy 
in it, as to make his Auditor tremble. * 

But 
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Serm. But the fubjeti Matter df Sti PauVs 
V. Difcourfe is not more obfervible, on 

L/ ~ V%J the Account of its Excelttnce and Impor- 
tance at large, than it is, for the particu- 
lar Rtnejs and Propriety of it, with Re- 
gard to the Perfon to whom it was ad- 
dreffed. The two Vices of which Fe- 
lix was moft remarkably guilty, were 
lnjujiice and Intemperance \ as Hiftorians 
ofunfufpe&ed Credit, both Heathen and 
Jewifh, inform us. Tacitus fays of him 
that, Judaa impqfitus, & tunftd mate 
faff a fibi impune [cefjnra] ratus, tantd 
fotentid fubnixo — per omnem fievitiam ac 
tibidinemjus regiumfervili ingtnio exertuit^ 
he. The Impunity which he promifed 
himfelf from his high Station and Pow- 
er, tempted him to commit all Man- 
ner of Luft and Violence. And Jofe- 
phus adds, that Vrajilla her felf, who 
now fat With him on the Judgment 
Seat, was really the Wife of a certain 
King of the Emefenes, but had been en- 
ticed frdm his Bed by Felix , with 
whom fhe now publickly lived and 
converfed. Nothing therefore could be 

more 
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more appofite, than a Difcourfe concern- Se km. 
ing Righteoujhefs and Temperance, before V. 
yk# a cruel and voluptuous Pcrfonj'^^^ 
nothing more proper, than to put this 
miyift Judge in Mind of another, a more 
impartial and dreadful Tribunal, before 
which he himfelf fhould one Day ftand, 
and be judged. Thus did St. Paul ad- 
apt and proportion what he fpake to 
the peculiar Wants and Exigences of 
the Hearer ; and in fo doing, left us a 
Pattern worthy of Imitation ; fuch as, 
when attentively confidered, will give 
us great Occafion to admire the Dexte- 
rity and Addrefs, the fincere and difinter* 
efted Conduct, the mighty Courage and 
Zeal of this eminent Apoftle. 

What could have' more of holy Art 
and JVifdom in it, than Sr. PauPs an- 
fwering the Inquiries of Felix in fuch 
a Manner, as was moft likely to bene* 
fit the Inquirer? The Roman Governor^ 
led by no other Principle than Curio- 
fity, defires from St Paul an Account 
of his Faith. St. Paul readily complies, 
and fo orders that Account, as to fetl 
3 thoft 
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S frm. thofe Parts of Chriftianity in the clear- 
V. eft Light before Felix, which he want- 
( - / ^ NJ ed raoft to fee and confider; Jo as to 
turn off his general Apology for the 
Gofpel into an immediate and clofe 
Application of fome of its chief Do- 
ftrines to the particular Cafe of Felix . 
and to fhew him, e're he is aware, 
that the Laws both of Chriftianity and 
Nature agree, in condemning his Vio- 
lences and Impurities. 

What a Jincere and dijlnterefied Spirit 
does there appear in St. Paul on this 
Occafion! He flood there accufed of 
heinous Crimes, and was ready to fink 
under the Malice and mighty Power 
of his Accufers, the High-Prieft, and 
chief Men of the Jewifb Sanhedrim then 
prefent, and foliating a fevere Sen- 
tence againft him. And yet he feems 
regardlefs of the imminent Peril he 
was in; and, forgetting his own pri- 
vate Intereft, any Degree of Concern 
for himfelf, turns all his Thoughts, and 
bends his whole Force towards pro- 
moting the general Interefts of the 

Gofpel 
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Gofpel, and the Salvation of SouIs.Serm. 
He contrives not how he may gain the v * 
Afetfims of his Judge, and make him C ^ VNJ 
favourable to his Caufe; but how on- 
ly he may induce him to be kind to 
himfelf and a good Chrifiian\ how he 
may render him fit to receive Mercy 
and Favour from the fupreme Judge of 
Heaven and Earth. What is, if this 
be not, to preach the Gofpel of Chrifi 
in Simplicity and godly Sincerity? 

Laftly , we may obferve alfo, in the 
Behaviour of St. Paul, the Marks of an 
undaunted and exemplary Courage. He 
fears not, we fee, to utter neceffary, 
though harfh and ungrateful Truths 
in the Ears of one, who had 
the Power of Life and Death over 
him. He knew, with what Dangers 
the faithful Difcharge of his Duty 
would, in this Cafe, be attended; how 
impatient the Great are, under Reproof, 
though couched in the mod gentle and 
leaft offenfive Language; what abfo- 
lute Empire Vrufilla had gained over 
the Jieart of Felix, and with what 

Revenge- 
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SERM.Revengefulnefs that impure "Woman 
V. would be fure to purfue any one, who 

t/rvv fhould venture to reprefent his Guilt 
to him, and to rouze his fleeping Con- 
ference: And yet none of thefe fright- 
ning Confiderations were able to re- 
prefs his godly Zeal, or to check his 
Freedom ; which he conduced indeed, 
with great Caution and Prudence, in- 
finuating his Reproofs under the Co- 
ver of fome evangelical Doftrines, then 
propofed by him : However, with fo 
great Force and Succefs, as toftrike 
Confufion and Terror into the Perfon 
for whom they were intended. 

L«t us copy the excellent Pattern 
which this Apoftle hath fet us, by 
taking all proper Opportunities of 
fpreading the Kingdom of Chrijl in 
the Hearts of Men, and of advancing 
die Interefts of his Gofpel. Let us re- 
folve always to do our Duty, and dif. 
charge a good Confcience faithfully, 
without being deterred by poffible In- 
conveniences or Dangers that may at- 
tend us for fo doing ; without fufFering 

fecular 
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fecular Views, and our own private Iji-Serm. 
terefts to divert us from purfuing any V. 
good Defign, whereby we may rea- > " V>J 
fonably hope to promote the divine 
Glory, and the Good of Mankind. Lefc 
us aft in fuch Cafes difcreetly indeed, 
warily, wifely ; but withal couragiouf- 
ly, zealoufly, firmly ; as difregarding 
the Fear of Man, when it comes in 
Competition with the Fear qf God. 
Thefe (I fay) are the Intimations, thefe 
the Inftruftions given us by the Beha- 
viour of St. Paul-, when before an op- 
preffive, a diffolute, and an unbeliev- 
ing Magiftrate, he took an Occafion to 
difcourfe of Righteoufnefs , Temperance, 
and Judgment to come. 
In which Difcourfe of his, 

II. The/kWThingobferyableis,his 
Manner of handling thefe Subjects ; he 
reafoned: That is, he treated of them in a 
rationality, proving from the Nature 
and Tendency of thpfe Vertues our Ob- 
ligation to pra&ife them; and inferring 
from thofe Obligations the Certainty 
and Neceffity of a future Account, 

wherein 
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SERM.whcrein Notice ftiould be taken how 
V, we have, or have not complied with 

* / '"V -> ^them; and we fhould be rewarded or 
punifhed accordingly. And can any 
Thing be faid more to the Advantage 
of a rational Way of evincing the Do- 
ctrines of Morality ', and the Truths of 
the Gofpel y than that St. Paul pra&ifed 
it? He prattifed it, not on this only, 
but on many other Occafions: In his 
feveral Apologies for himfelf and for 
his Gofpel, recorded in the Afts, 
throughout his Epiftles fent to the fe- 
veral Churches he planted, we find 
this great Apoftle of the Gentiles con- 
tinually reajbning; not merely propo- 
fing Do&rines in an authoritative Man- 
ner, by Virtue of his Apoftlefhip and 
Commiflion from God, but proving 
and making good what he propofes by 
Inference and Argument. Thus he fre- 
quently did, and by fo doing has fan- 
€Hfied Reafin to the Purpofes of Reli- 
gion, and (hewed us that one Sort (in- 
deed the bejl Sort) of good Preaching, 
tonfifts in £flfc/ arguing. 

Some 
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Some pious and weil-meaning Chri-SERM. 
ftians have a very wrong Notion con* W. 
cerning edifying Difcourfes, and profit- (- ^ rsJ 
ing by Sermons. They relifh nothing 
from the Pulpit, but what is addrefled 
to their Pajfions, and fet out with all 
the Advantages of a popular Eloquence, 
and moving Delivery. By this Means 
they find themfelves inwardly affe&ed 
and warmed; and that heating of their 
Fancy they efteem and call fpiritual E- 
dification. But when any Point of 
Db&rine is handled in a clofe and ar* 
gumentative Manner, it appears flat 
and unfavoury to them, has nothing in 
k of the Life and Power of Godlinefs, and 
is all mere human Reafoning. But here- 
in they are widely miftaken ; for it is a 
far greater and more ufeful Work, to 
inform the Undet '/landings, and convince 
the Judgments of Men, than to raife 
their PaJionS', and that Difcourfe* which 
is mofl inftruBive, and beft fupported 
by Rtafon, is certainly, if Men attend 
to it, as they ought, moft edifying too. 
A vehement and voluble Tongue, a Ian- 

Vol. n. L guifliing 
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S e r m. quifhing Tme of Voice, a pious Set of 
IV- Pbrafes, or the like, will very power- 

t/ !^ >J folly move the Affetiiow of fomeSort 
ojF Hearers; but> thp Warmth by that 
Means raifed, is momentary, and va- 
qifhiijg, without any true, {bund, Iftft? 
ing, fpiritual Improvement To com- 
pafs that, the Way, we find* which the. 
rifiighty and fuccefsfulPreacherSt*P^«J. 
took, was, to reafin* Though he were. 
divinely infpired, and fp^ke therefprej 
a$ the Oracles of God> with an uncon-r 
trbulable Authority; though he werer 
endued with fupernatural Powers, and 
cGuld therefore have confirmed the 
Truth of what he uttered by Miracles; 
yet in Compliance with the Way in 
which' human Nature, and reafonablt 
Creatures are ufually wrought upoi>, 
he reafined. But thefe Refle&ions have 
fceen in fome Degree anticipated ; and 
therefore, without enlarging farther 
iipon them, I J^aften to confider the 

III. Third and ^Tiling obfervable in 
the Text, the wonderful Effeft that 
followed upon St. Paute th\ji$ reafoning 

on 
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6& ffcwfe important Subje&s, Mx mm- s e a m« 
♦fck His Mind was filled with Hor- V. 
tt>r, af «Re Rettrtmbrance of his />*/? «^VM 
tffrftes, antf the Apprehenfion of a 
jftHfort? Reckoning; and thefe inward 
Fears arid forebodings appeared in the 
wm»r& and vifible' Marks of a great 
£onfferaariori. 

'though to was- one of the tnightieft 
Me* on Earth', aritf/W, a poor de* 
Mfed Prifoner ; though he was tlicn 
mftn% ott the Seat of Judgment, where 
it behoved hhn to do nothing that 
tttisbecattW his High Place and Cha- 
racter ; yet could he not diflemble the 
Itengs and Agonies of his uneafy Mind, 
kemtnUed!- 

Front' wltence it is natural to ob- 

$»TV€ *he great Force arid Efficacy of 

<tte Wbfd of God,, duly handled and 

applied: It is (according to the Ac- 

<$9Urit-ofit, gitfeit by this very Apoftle 

ki* another Place} quick and powerful, 

aiiifcJbWf&r than any two-ea^ed Sword, 

ftortitig even to the dividing afnnder of 

SmV^and^ir^ arid <>f the Joints and- Mar- 

L x row, 
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SERM.rw, and is a Difcerner of the Thoughts 
v - and Intents of the Heart. * There is no 
Hcb/iv. Sin fo fecret, but that it will find it 
12 - out and expofe it; no Heart fo hard, 
but that it can foften it; no Confcience 
fo far plunged in a lethargick Sleep, but 
that it is able to rouze it. Strange are 
the Inftances of this Kind recorded in 
Holy Writ. Our Lord opens the Pro- 
phecies, and expounds the Scriptures 
iLkcxxiv. concerning himfelf, to the two Difci- 
,3 ' pies travelling towards Emmaus ; and, 
At s viii. while he is doing it, their Hearts burn 
3S ' within them. Philip points out to the 
Eunuch the meaning of a Chapter in 
Jfaias; immediately Light and Con- 
vi&ion rufh in upon his Mind ; he con- 
feffes Jefus, and demands Baptifm. St. 
Peter preaches the Gofpel to a great 
Multitude of the Jews, who had juft 
before been inftrumental in the Cru- 
cifixion ofChri/i: They no fooner hear 
him, than they are pricked to the Hearty 
A(ftsi:.37. an d cry out, Men and Brethren, what 
/hall we do? And ftraight-way there are 
ddded to the Faith no lefs than Three 

Thoufand 
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Thoufand Souls by this fingle Sermon.SERM. 
And here in the text, while St. Paul v - 
is reasoning of Righteoujhefs, Temperarice,)^^ 
and Judgment to come^ Felix trembles. 
Such is the wonderful Power of Truth, 
when particularly, blefled by the God 
of Truth,, and bid to go forth and 
profper ! Such is the great and afton- 
ifhing Influence of the Word of God, 
when aflifted and enlivened by his Spi- 
rit 1 It prevails over all Difficulties, all 
Oppofition, and is mighty to the pulling zCor - *• 
down offtrong Holds. Remarkable to 4 ' 
this Effect is the different Succefs of 
Tertullus's and St. PauVs Pleading. Ter- 
tullus, we may prefume, was one of the 
moft famous Pleaders of his Time; 
elfe the High-prieft and Elders, in a 
Caufe of fuch Confequence ( wh ich they 
themfelves went from Jerusalem to O- 
farea on Purpofe to profecute) would 
not have pitched upon him for their 
Advocate* And yet this great Orator 
with all his ftudied Art and Eloquence' 
made no Impreflion on Felix ; whereas 
%i.PauH Speech foon afterwards mo- 
t- 3 ved, 
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8* 8 M.ved, terrified, <#flfowjd*d foifc, Tilt 
V. Reafon of which different Effe& feftm* 

'^^^^'to have been, that the me was with 
good Words to vamifh ovef All 'ill 
Caufe, wd fey the Power of Oratory 
to fupport a felfe and lying AccufktU 
f>n: Whereas the ofl&tf- had Right and 
Truth 6f h» Side* and therefore ffrefc 
fed them fcarinfffly : He himfdf felt whit 
he fptfee, had ail inward and vital 
$enf# 6f thofe Truths he delivered; and 
therefore he made others feel them too j 
he (pake from his own Heart, and *» 
the Hearts and Confciences of thofij 
that heard him ; and thmfmt he pre. 
vailed* 

Plow fhoujd this Ihftaaoeof the a* 
perative Virtufcof GWs Word reproach 
our Sluggifhnefe and Infenfibflity ? Ad 
impure and wiqked Hetfben (wfcfeear) 
trembled at St, ?a*h Do%iiie, The 
fame DoBriue founds e\rery Day iti the 
Ears of negligent GhriJ?ians r without 
terrifying, without alafmirtg theft** 
jthe j /^4«0fc.ftiU mfms'tfkh. the** 
m his Bpiftles, cawrni% ftightiotffhefa 

Tempe* 
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Timpbrance, mdjudgment to tme: But$ERM. 
he reafihs to no £urpofe; his Words V. 
)fewf *0 '/fotf* as idle fales; they neither ^W> 
feel their F&rce y nor regard their Mean- 
ing. Surety for this FeUx JhalJ one Day 
rife up in Judgment againft them; far 
3te hekrd and trembled! 

I dbfeiVe (Secondly) that though fb- 
%x Ihewed great Concern on that Oc- 
cafion, yttDru/illa^ the Partner of his 
Crimes, did, for ought appears, fit by 
iltogether unmoved with theApoftles 
t)ifcourfe. The moft probable Account 
pf which feems to be this; that/.*, be- 
ing born and bred a Jewefi i had better 
Opportunities of knowing the Will of 
Gojd and tier own Duty, and greater 
bbligations to praftife what fhe knew, 
than thofe who were guided only by 
the Light Of Nature and Reafon. And 
yet, ootwuhftahding the Eighty Re- 
tttiints which her Religion laid up- 
on her, fhe had forfaken her Maitiagle 
Vows, and gon6 from the Bed oiF her 
Husband, who was circumcirea, ihtQ 
that of an Uhcirfcumcifecl Heathen. For 

L 4 -~~_ v which 



jfclJ*'^? 






• ^DigjJ^ld by QiO 



1 5 * Obfervattom on 

Se in*, which Reafon her Guilt was of a much 
V. deeper Dye than that of Felix was; 

^^^and confequently her Heart more ob- 
durate, and jnfenfible of Reproof From 
whence we may raife to our felyes this 
general and ufeful Reflexion; that the 
more Advantages any Man has to- 
wards difcovering the Truth, and the 
more freely the Means of Grace have 
been indulged to him, the more def- 
perate is his Cafe if he happens to re- 
volt, and the harder will the Task be, 
if he turns profligate, to reclaim him. 
It is a Work of much lefs Difficulty to 
make a good Chriftian of a prqfefled 
Heathen, than to bring an ill Chrifti T 
an, who now lives like an Heathen, 
to a feeling Senfe of his Sins, and to 
any Degree of true Remorfe and Com- 
pun&ion of Heart for theni. Let u§ 
hear the Iflue of the whole Matter — 
W u at tht Confequences of thefe Trem T 
blings of Felix was, and how long they 
continued upon him, the Context will 
inform us. He abruptly breaks off the 
Difcourfe with §t. Paul, and difmiffe? 
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him in Hafte. Go thy Way (fays he)SE*ir 
for this Time, when I have a convenient V. 
Seafon I will call for thee! But he foon *< /VNJ 
recovers from l}is Fright; for it pre- 
fently follows — He hoped alfo y that Mo^ 
ney fhould have been given him of Paul, 
that he might loofe him ; wherefore hefent 
for him the oftner, and communed with 
him. We fee the Seed of the Word, 
fown by the Apoftle, fell among Thorns, 
and immediately the Thorns fprung up, and 
choked it: The Love of unjuft and op-Matt-xiii. 
preffive Gain quickly returned upon 7 ' 
felix y and drove out the Imprefliqns of 
St. PauPs Reafonings ; and when he 
had once flood the Shock of his Con- 
fcience, and got the better of his Fears, 
he afterwards heard the fame Things 
faid, without any Degree of thp fame 
Remorfe and Concern. He fent for St. 
Paul often j and communed with him 9 with 
no other Defign but that of gratifying v 
his Curiofity, and extorting a Bribe 
from hijn ; fo fqddenly and eafiiy may 
the beft Reflexions be ftifled, and the 
ftrongeft Convi&ions overborn by the 

Force 
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S**w.I*brce vt any one prevailing Vfce, or 
V. Luft, ifcat hath gotten an abfojnte Do- 

</Y%J minion over us! 

That this may not be oar Oa% 
whenever we hear an awakening Dif- 
cowfe from the Pulpit, and find o$r 
Consciences touched to the Quick "Wftfr 
feme appofite Paffages of It; let us not 
forthwith endeavour to get rid of the 
Smart, and to difmift fitdhtroubietbme 
Refle&ions, as Fekx did ; Go your PP$ 
jw this Time, when I havt a totrvtniM 
Seafm I wit tal for you. Nay , but 
this is the proper Time, ibis the mofc 
convenient Seafon for our entertaining 
them, and converting with them, whea 
they prefe to be admitted, and heard. 
Take not therefore fomethiftg, as the 
Way is, to put off the Fit ; call ndt in 
Company, Bufinefs, or Pleafure t<> di- 
vert four Thoughts from their prefent 
melancholy Employment; but rather 
ftudy every Way 'to cherifh and pro- 
mote thefe good Beg'minp, fey Retire- 
ment, Meditation, and Grayer ! Com- 

** 1V ' mme withymr mm Heart in your Chant- 

ber, 
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fcr, «ui fcj&tf flkr* j fuffer thefeTtfrawSE rm, 
«f the Lord freely to reafon and plead V. 
with you, till they have perfuaded you ^^^ 
tf>*r«, in private ; reapply, and infbrce, 
and improve thofe good Impreffions, 
you received in publick, till you have 
riveted the Influence of them faft into 
your Mind, and reached the End for 
which the good Spirit of God intend- 
ed them ; even till (by the Means of 
them) you have wrought out a Repen- 
tance to Salvation not to be repented eft 

Which that all of us may attain, God 
ef his infinite Mercy grant, through 
the Merits of Chrift our Saviour, to 
whom with the Father and the blejfed 
Spirit, be afcribed all Power and 
Praife, now and for ever / 2 Cor - vii - 
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The Crofs of Chrift the only Thing 
we ought to glory in, and the 
proper Methods of glorying in it. 



SERMON 

Preached at 
St James's Chapel, 

O N 

Good- Friday, 171 8. 
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Ofgkryii% mtbtCnfs- of Chrift. 



S E R M O 

Preached at 

St. James's Chapel. 



Gal. vi. 14. 

But God forbid that I Jhoutd glory, 

fave in the Crofs of our Lord 

JefusChrift, whereby the World 

is crucified unto me % and I unto 

the World 

OD forbid! A Manner ofsERM. 
Speech familiar, and almofc VI. 
peculiar to St Paul; frfe^vv; 
quently employed by him in 
his Writings, thrice in. this, very B» 

piftle<; 
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SERM.piftle; never, but where he intends, 
VI. with a particular Degree of Earneftnefs 

* ,/ " v>0 and Vehemence, to condemn fome Do- 
ctrine or Practice imputed to Chrifti- 
ans, or prevailing, among them ; by 
which he thought Chriftianity highly 
difhonoured. In fuch Cafes, it is ufu- 
al with him to exprefs his Diflike, his 
Deteftation of fuch Doctrine, or Pra- 
ctice, by this emphatical Phrafe, ^ yi- 
y«w, which we tranflate, God forbid! 

The fpecial Occafion of his employ- 
ing it here in the Text, was this. The 
Gentile Converts among the Galatians, 
after St. Paul's Departure from them, 
had been feduced by fome falfe Teach- 
ers, who vtevejews, into a Belief, that 
the Law of Mo/es was not entirely abo- 
lished, but that Circumcifion, and the 
other Rites of it, were ftill necefTary to 
be obferved by all thofe who, being 
( Heathens, intended to become Chrifli* 
ans. This Opinion had been entertain- 
ed, and fpread, by thefe falfe Teach- 
ers, partly through a fuperftitious Re- 
verence for their Law, and a miffaken 
8 Notion 
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Notion of the true Nature and DefignSfiRM. 
of the Go/pel, and partly, with a View VI. 
of leflening the Prejudices, which the l * >rVNJ 
yews had conceived againft the Do- 
ftrine > of Chrift; and of avoiding the 
Perfecutions which they every where 
raifed againft thofe who propagated, 
or profeffed it. 

The Apoftle, having argued againft 
thefe Teachers, and their Opinions, 
ftrongly and fervently, in various Parts 
of this Epiftle, returns to the fame 
Subjeft at the Clofe of it ; and there 
fums up in fhort,, what he had before 
more largely delivered. As many (fays 
he) as defire to make a fair Shew in the 
Jrlejh [ivzrgoo'towfjo'cu of o-ctfHti) a Phrafe of 
his own, which fignifies, to aft upon 
carnal Views, and for worldly Ends, 
and to ftudy popular and plaufible Ap- 
pearances] they conftram yon to be circum- 
cifedy only left they fhould fujfer Perfec- 
tion for the Crofs of Chrift. [Not fo 
much out of a Convi&ion of the Ne- 
ceffity of what they urge upon you, 
as that they may live eafily, and. carry 

Vol. II. M Things 
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Serm. Things fmoothly with all Men.] For, 
VI. as it follows, neither they [thefe falfe 

t/ ' v>J Teachers] themfehes, who are circumi- 
fed, keep the Law ; but defire to have you 
circutncifed. To what End ? Even that 
they may glory in your flejh; that they 
may boaft of having made you Profe* 
lytes to Judaifm, in the Way to Cbtu 
Jtianity, and, by that Means, recommend 
themfelves to their Countrymen, on 
the Account of their Zeal for the Law 
of Mofes, at the fame Time that they 
would be thought to ferve the Interefts 
of the Go/pel But, let them confult 
their own Safety, and affeft a falfe Glo- 
ry by this infincere Conduft, if they 
pleafe, God forbid (fays he) that Ifhould 
glory j fave in the Crofs of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift ! God forbid, that I fhould 
a& upon any fuch wordly Views and 
Motives in the Propagation of the 
Do&rine of Chrift, or think to pro- 
mote it by any Methods, but what are 
agreeable to the Nature and Defign of 
it : It is the Doctrine of the Crofs, and 
ought therefore to be preached in Sim- 
plicity 
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plicity and godly Sincerity, without Serm- 
wordly Hopes or Fears, without Arts ^^ 
and Difguifes: The chief Article of'"^^ 
this Doftrine, that wherein the great 
Lines of it center, is, the Satisfa&ion 
made to divine Juftice, by the Suffer- 
ings and Death of a crucified Saviour. 
By this Sacrifice of the Crofs, all the 
legal Sacrifices and Ceremonies are de- 
termined and abolifhed ; by this, and 
this only, a real Attonement is made 
to God for our Sins, and a Way open- 
ed to his Favour : On this, confequent- 
ly, all the Hopes and Happinefs of a 
Chriftian depend. Mean therefore and 
ignominious as the Circumftances of 
this Tranfaftion were, I will not be 
offended at them my felf, nor fear left 
others fhould be offended: On this Sub- 
ject I will perpetually dwell in my pri- 
vate Meditations, and in my publick 
InftruStions: Of this capital Article of 
the Chriftian Faith I will not only not 
be alhamed, but I will boaft ; I will 
glory in it, and in nothing beyond, or 
befides it: For it is a Do3rine fall of 
M * Wonder 
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Serm Wonder and Delight, of tnftruffion, 
VI. Advantage, and Comfort to fincere 
C/<v>0 Believers, to penitent Sinners; fince it 
is that, whereby the World, is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the World. Whereby 
the World is crucified unto me: All that 
is in the World, the Luft of the Bejh, the 
Lufi of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, 
is rendered, though not incapable of 
polluting me, yet ineffectual towards 
condemning me ; the Sting of Sin is ta- 
ken away, the Guilt is pardoned; and 
lam crucified unto the World: I am, by 
the vi&orious Power of that Grace, 
which was purchafed by this Sacrifice 
of the Crofs, become infenfible, and 
dead, as it were, to the Pleafures, the 
Pomps and Vanities of this World; I 
Gal. v. have crucified the Flejh, with the Affefo 
2 4- ons and Lufis. Since therefore the Suf- 
ferings of Chriji are of fo great Effica- 
cy and Power, as to be able to free 
me, not only from the Guilt and Pu- 
nifhment of Sin, but alfo from the Do- 
minion and Power of it, is there any 
Thing I fliould value my felf upon, in 

Compa- 
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Companion of the Privilege of being Seiim. 
made a Partaker of the Merits of thefe 
Sufferings? In Comparifon of the Mer- 
cies, the Advantages I enjoy, by the 
Means of this humble, but admirable 
Difpenfation? Let others form to them- 
felves what Schemes of Satisfa&ion and 
Happinefs, pride themfelves in what 
Preeminences, what Diftinftions they 
pleafe ; But God forbid that I Jhould glo- 
ry, Jave in the Crofs of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, whereby the World is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the World I 

I have largely explained the ConmBu 
m y and thereby opened the Meaning of 
thefe Words of St. Paul : The Ufe I in- 
tend to make of them is, from thence 
to fliew, 

I. That whatever Excellencies, out- 
ward Advantages, or Privileges it 
may be our Lot to enjoy, yet it 
misbecomes us, as we are Chri* 

ftians, to glory in them : But that, 

II. It highly becomes us to glory in 
the Crofs of Chrift, 

M3 III- By 
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Serm. III. By what Methods , and in Oppo- 
VI. fition to what Enemies of the 

Crofs of Chrijt, we are obliged to 
glory in its Of thefe three Points 
in their Order, as far as the Time 
wilUpermit. 

I. And Ftrft, I am to fhew, that 
whatever Excellencies, outward Ad- 
vantages, or Privileges it may be our 
Lot to enjoy, yet it misbecomes us, as 
we are Chriftians, to glory in them. 

I do not fay, that we are to be in- 
fenfible of fuch Advantages, to have 
no Relifh of them, no Complacence 
in them : For neither Reafon nor Re- 
ligion repuire fuch a Conduft from us. 
They are the good Things of Life, gi- 
ven us by the Author of all Good, on 
Purpofe that we fhould, in due Mea- 
fure and Seafon, enjoy them; nor can 
they of themfelves, while our Appe- 
tites, and our Opinions concerning fuch 
Things, are well regulated, be hurtful 
to thofe who poffefs them. They may 
be ufed 7 if they are not overvalued \ if 

we 
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we do not fuffer our Affe&ions wSerm., 
cleave too clofely to them, and our VI. 
Minds to be in any Degree elated, and -^ V ° SJ 
fwelled by a Reflection upon them. 
They may be a Part, a fmall Part of 
our Happinefs in this tranfitory Scene 
of Life, provided we always retain in 
our Minds the Apoftles Dire&ions con- 
cerning them, That they, who have tCor. vii. 
thefe Things, be as though they had them* ' 3I# 
not; and they that rejoice, as though they 
rejoiced not ; and they that buy, as though 
they pojfejfed not; and they that ufe this 
World, as not abufing it; for the Fajhion 
of this World pajfeth away; thefe world- 
ly Advantages, thefe Honours, Profits, 
Pleafutes, whatever they be, are of un- 
certain Continuance, and may in a lit- 
tle Time fl:p away from us ; to be 
fure, we fhall in a little Time flip a- 
way from them, and leave them behind 
us: And therefore, why fhould we reft 
in them? why fhould we boaft of 
them? why fhould we feed and raife, 
not our Appetites and Lufts only, but 
M 4 our 
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SERM.our Vanity and Pride alfo, by the 
VI. Means of them ? 

^'YNJ The Chriftian Religion, by the Ten- 
dency of all its Doctrines (particularly 
that of Chrift crucified) by the Manner 
of itsProgrefs, and the mean Characters 
of thofe who firft promulged and em- 
braced it, feems to have been fo 
throughout contrived, as effectually to 
mortifie, and beat down any undue 
Complacence we may have in our 

i Ccr. i. felves on fuch Occafions. Te fee your 

* 6 - Calling, Brethren, (fays St. Paul with 
that Troc'p'wit*, that becoming Freedom 
of Speech, in which he excels) how that 
not many wife Men after the Flefh, not 
many Mighty, not many Noble are called; 
but God hath chofen the foohjh Things of 
the World to confound the Wife; and God 
hath chofen the weak Things of the World, 
to confound the Things which are mighty, 
and the bafe Things of the World, and the 
Things which are defpifed hath he chofen, 
yea, and the Things which are not, to 
- bring to nought the Things that are. And 
to what End did he thus order Mat- 
ters 
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ters in the Propagation of his Gofpel?SERM. 
Even to this, (as it follows) that no ^^ 
Flefhjbould glory in his Prefence, but that^v 
he who glorieth might glory in the Lord, 
might value himfelf upon being a feri- 
ous fincere Chriftian, and upon nothing 
befides it. 

Indeed it is enough to difparage all 
the fine Shews and Appearances of this 
Life, and to render us indifferent to all 
the Charms of it, if we do but atten- 
tively confider that compleat Inftance 
of fuffering Greatnefs and Goodnefs, 
on which our Faith and Devotion ought 
this Day to be employed. For on this 
Day they all were, together with the 
Handwriting of Ordinances (the ceremo- C oi.ii.i 4 . 
nious Obfervances of the Law) blotted 
out, fullied, and defaced, and nailed by 
Chrift to his Crofs, as the Scripture 
fpeaks ; on which when he was lifted 
up, he did there crucify the World, and 
the Things of it, eclipfe the Luftre, 
and deftroy the Power of all its empty 
Vanities. Behold then our High-prieft, 
offering up the great Sacrifice required 

for 
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SERM.for the Redemption of Souls! pouring 
VI- out his own Blood on the Altar of his 
Crofs, and thereby making an Atone- 
ment for the Sins of the whole World ! 
Behold him, I fay, by the Eye of Faith, 
and you will acknowledge, that though 
there was never any Spe&acle fo fad, 
yet neither was there ever any fo glo- 
rious, or fo worthy of being contem- 
plated and admired by Men and An- 
gels. Stript indeed he was of all out- 
ward Comforts and Supports, furround- 
ed he was with every Thing that to 
human Nature was grievous: And yet, 
even in this Depth of his Humiliation, 
if we confider the mighty Work he was 
accompl idling, we cannot but defpife 
all the vain Pomps of Life, in Compa- 
rifon of the Splendor of his Sufferings. 
For then, even then, while he hung 
on the Crofs, was the great Captain of 
our Salvation fighting our Battles, and 
fubduing our Enemies; then was he 
Eph.iv.8. hading Captivity captive , fpoiling Princi- 
Lolllls 'palities and Powers, making a Shew of 
them openly and triumphing over them in 

himfelfi 
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himfelf: Then was he vanquiftiingSERM. 
Death by his Death, and opening for YJ. 
us a Gate to Life and Immortality; 
Then was he difarming Sin of its Sting, 
and Hell of its Terrors, and procuring 
for us thofe Supplies of Grace, which 
might enable us to withftand the Temp- 
tations of Senfe, and the Wiles of the 
Devil. 

Surely the vain Glories of this World, 
when compared with thefe real Tri- 
umphs of the Crofs ofChrift, muft lofe 
all their Force and Influence, and grow 
flat and infignificant in the Eyes of a 
good Chriftian. Can we look up to 
him that was pierced , fee him ftretch- 
ed on his Crofs, enduring the Pain, 
defpifing the Shame of it, and not 
look down with Negleft and Con- 
tempt on that Scene of Sin and Va- 
nity which occafioned thofe Suffer- 
ings? Is it poflible for us to love thex John a 
World, and the Things that are in the t% ' 
World, while our Eyes are fixed on 
him, who gave himfelf for our Sins, thalG&i> 4. 
be might deliver us from this prefent evil 

World, 
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St km. World, i. e. on Purpofe that he might 
VI. free us from the enchanting Power of 

t/ ' v>J its empty Delights, and vain Allure- 
ments? Thefe he taught us, by his 
Do&rine and by his Practice, by his 
Life and by his Death, to undervalue; 
he chofe to be without them, and the 
Perfe&ion of his Vertue confifted in 
overlooking and defpifing them. We 
therefore, who profefs to be his Pol- 
lowers, muft certainly degenerate very 
far from that Profeffion, when we ea» 
gerly purfue, greedily enjoy, (and high- 
ly admire them. 

i Cor. v. Beloved, this our glorying is not gooi y 
but, 

II. It highly becomes us to glory 
in the Crofs of Chrift, as I propofed, 
in the fecond Place to fhew. For fince 
by the alone Merits of his Crofs we 
gain all the Advantages of the Chrifti- 
an Difpenfation, are reconciled to God, 
and made capable of Heaven and Hap- 
pinefs, we cannot but glory in that 

Crofs, 
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Crofs, if indeed we value our felves up- S e r m 
on our being Chriftians. VI. 

The Crofs of Cbrifi is the Doarine (, ' v>J 
to which all the other Do&rines of the 
Gofpel refer, and from which they de- 
rive all the Efficacy and Influence they 
have, towards purging our Confcien- 
ces from dead Works ; and therefore 
in that (ingle Article they are often all 
of them fummed up and comprized. 
JPe preach Chrift crucified, fays St. Paul; , cor. i. 
as if that, and that alone were the Sub- 23 
je& of all he wrote, and all he fpoke: 
And again, I determined to know nothing 
but Chrift and him crucified, as if thati Cm. ii. 
were the great Point of laving Know-*' 
ledge, to which thofe who learn, or 
who teach the Religion of Chrift, fliould 
altogether apply themfelves. Can we 
look upon it, under this View, and re- 
frain from glorying in it ? To this Arti- 
cle of our Faith the Enemies of the 
Gofpel have always taken the greateft 
Exceptions; and in this therefore we 
ought to triumph moft, as being fecure 
againft their Attacks, and defpifing 

their 



Digitized 



by Google 



174 The Methods of glorying 

S'ftitu. their vain Objections and Reafqnings- 
VI. The firft Preachers of our Faith muft, 
t/ ' vv - in this Cafe, be our Patterns. They 
» Cor i. knew that Chrift crucified was to the 
z 3- Jews a Stumbling-Block-, but did they 
therefore diffemble the Scandal of the 
Crofs for that very Reafon? No! they 
boafted of it, they infifted upon it in 
aU their Applications to the unbelieving 
Aftsx. 39 Jews, recorded in the ABs ; particular- 
ly St. Peter omits no Occafion of men- 
tioning to them him whom they flew, 
and hanged on a Tree; as an high Re- 
proach to his Murderers indeed, bat 
none at all to his Difciples and Fol- 
lowers. 

Very fitly therefore has the Church 
of England appointed that, after we 
have beea received into the Congregation 
of ChriiVs Flock by Baptifm, we Ihould 
htfigned with the Sign of the Crofs, in To- 
ken (as fhe fpeaks) that we Jhould not 
hereafter be ajhamed to confefs the Faith of 
Chrift crucified, but Jhould manfully fight 
under his Banners, againft Sin, the World, 
and the Devil, and continue ChriftV/of6» 

ft 
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ful Soldiers and Servants to our Lives Se km. 
Ends. A Ceremony, which, whatever VI. 
Fault may have been found with it, is ( ^ / ^ >J 
certainly very antient, very innocent, 
and very fignificant too ; as it fitly ad- 
monifhes us, throughout the whole 
Courfe of our Chriftian Warfare, to 
look upon the Crofs of Chrift as the 
proper Badge of our Profeffion, which 
we ought not to be afhamed, or afraid 
to own, whenever he, in whofe Ser- 
vice we are lifted, fhall call upon us 
to take it up, and follow him. But 
to proceed, I am to fliew, 

III. By what Methods, and in Op- 
pofition to what Enemies of the Crofs 
of Chrift we are obliged to glory in it. 

1. Now the firft Step requifite to- 
wards our complying with this Obliga- 
tion is, frequently to meditate on the 
Sufferings and Death of Chrift. We 
glory in nothing but what we efteem 
and value; and what we value much, 
we fhall be apt often and attentively to 
confider. We fhould therefore revolve 

often 
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Serm. often in our Thoughts this great My 
VI. fiery of Godlinefs, God manifefi in the 
YtQ^ Heft* tying on the Crofs, to defiroy the 
ft. 1 6. Works of the Devil: We fhould turn it 
on all Sides, and confider it, as the pro- 
per Subjeft of our Awe and Wonder, 
our Joy and Pleafure, our Gratitude 
and Love; till we have warmed our 
Hearts with a lively Senfe of the in- 
eftimable Benefits conferred on us by 
the Means of it. This the oftner we 
do, the better : But we cannot, with- 
out inexcufable Negligence omit doing 
it, on fuch a Day as this, fet apart by 
the Church on Purpofe to commemo- 
rate the Paffion of our Lord. If we 
feil to employ fome Part of this Day in 
our Clofets, and in devout Meditati- 
ons on the Crofs of Chrift, we are un- 
worthy of that Redemption he pur- 
chafed for us. What (faid our Saviour 
to his fleeping Difciples, whence was 
Mat. xxvi. entering on his Agony) can you not 
4 °- watch with me one Hour? Can you not 
ftiake off your Drowfinefs, and bear 
me Company in my Sorrows, for a 

8 few 
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few Moments, on fo important and be-S e k m* 
eommg anOcca-fion? Can your flug- VI* 
gifh Inattention and Indifference to* ,/VNJ 
what concerns me fo nearly , coi^ift 
with a true Love of me, or with the 
Chara&er of my faithful Difciples? 
What 1 can ye not watch with me me 
Htm ? fVatch and fray left ye enter into 
Temptation. A 

%. Second Step towards fulfilling our 
Obligation to glory in theCrofs of Chrift \ 
is, if we endeavour to imitate the per- 
fect Example he hath fet us, and fo 
form in our Minds fome faint Refem- 
biances of thofe meek Graces and Ver- 
tues which adorned the Chara&er of 
our fuffer ing Saviour. And this Step 
is a natural Confequence of the for^ 
mer ; for Imitation will m fome Degree 
fpring from Attention) if we fee him as 
he is, we Jhall be like him> as St. John 
argues. In vain do we boa ft of the 
Crofe of Chrift j as that whereby the 
Guilt of our Sins is abolifhed, if the 
Power of them ftill remains unfubdued 
in us : Then are his Sufferings our Glo- 
Vpl.II. N ry, 
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SE*M.ry, when they become a fruitful Prin- 
VI. ciple of Holinefs to us, and affeft us 
t/ ^ /NJ in fuch a Manner, as to give us Refo. 
lution and Strength to live above the 
World, and all its Temptations, h 
hoc vmce, was the Infcription on the 
Croft, in that Vifion, by which the 
firft Chriftian Emperor was encouraged 
to give Battle to his Enemies. And 
this alfo is the Motto, by which every 
good Soldier ofChrift is to animate him- 
felf in his fpiritual Confli&s; this is to 
be written in our Banners, and graven 
1 jokn v. on our Minds: This is the Victory which 
4 ' over cometh the Worlds even our Faith in 
a crucified Jefus. When from him we 
lhall have learnt to undervalue thefelfe 
Glories of this World, and to defpife 
its Terrors, to live above the Gratifi- 
cations of Senfe, to refign our felves 
abfolutely to God's Difpofal, and to 
john iv. niake ll our Meat and our Drink, our 
34- only Study and Delight, to do the Wtll 
of him thatfent us; when we fhall have 
emptied our felves of all fwelling 
Thoughts, all vain Conceits of our own 

Privi- 
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privileges and Perfections, andfliall beSERM. 
thoroughly inftrufted in that great Lef- VI. 
fon of Humility, which he, who was - / ^ r%J 
meek and lowly in Heart , hath taught Math. *i. 
lis; wh&n we fhall have fo confidered 1 ^ xz 
him that endured the Contradiction of Sin- 3. 
tiers againfi himfelf, as nbt to be weary 
tod faint in 6ur Minds, upon the like 
Oppositions and Trials; fo, as td beat 4 
Indignities and Injuries decently and 
Well, and to fdrgive and pray for thofe 
who do them ; fd as to be able to fup- 
port our felves under any of the Ca, 
lamities bf Life with Equanimity and 
Patience, with Fortitude and Firninefs : 
TTheh riiay we be faid, moft truly, moft 
cffe&ually to glory in the Oofs of 
Chrijly our fellies, and to promote the 
Honour of his Religion with others, 
who ihall dbferve our Progrefs in all 
divine Graces and Vertues, and be edi- 
fied in beholding our good Conver/ation 
in Chrift Jefus. A 

3. Third Inftance and Proof of our 

]*ldrying as becomes us in the Crofs of 

Chrift, is, if we frequently and worthi- 

Nz ly 
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SERM.ly celebrate the Memorial of his Death j 
V I« the bleffed Sacrament of his Body and 
i Coidd* Blood. For as often as ye eat this Bread, 
* 6 - and drink this Cup, ye do jhew forth the 
Lord's Death, until he come, yutxay?iKKi~t, 
ye do fignificantly exprefs it, ye do fo- 
lemnly publifti and declare it. Indeed 
both the Sacraments, that of Baptifm, 
and this of the Lord's Supper, as they 
derive their Efficacy from the Crofs of 
Chriji, fo do they carry in them fome 
Refemblance of his Death: Baptifm, of 
his Death and Refarre&ion jointly ;. the 
Eucharift, of his Death only; being in- 
ftituted for this very End and Purpofe, 
to imprint on our Minds, by the Sym- 
bols of Bread broken, and Wine pour- 
ed out, a lively Image of the great Sa- 
crifice of the Crofs, and to. infpire 
us, by that Means, with fuch holy 
Thoughts and Affections, as a good 
Chriftian would have, if he were reaf r 
ly an Eye Witnefs of the Paflion of 
Chriji. Often therefore ought we to 
refort to this myfterious Repaft, even 
as often as we have Occafion (and when 

have 
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have we not Occafion?) to raife oui'Serm. 
Gratitude, and improve our Devotion, VI* 
and inflame our Love towards God, for {y ^ 
the abundant Mercies beftowed on us, 
in the Sufferings and Death of our Sa- 
viour. Nor can we abftain from this 
Table of the Lord, without forgetting 
(indeed without fo far renouncing) our 
Relation to Chrijl crucified, and there- 
by declaring our felves utterly unwor- 
thy of that holy Name whereby we are 
called. Verily i verily ', except we eat the John vi. 
Flejh of the Son of Man , and drink his 53 ' 
Blood, we have no Life in us. 

'Twas his dying Charge to us, Do Luke x^i. 
this in Remembrance of me: And furely, 16 * 
confidering how much he has done and 
fuffered for us, had he commanded us 
fome hard Things we fhould not have 
refufed to comply with him: How 
much lefs fhall we refufe when we are 
only commanded to remember him, by 
an Action naturally pleafing and de- 
lightful to us ? When he invites us on- 
ly to eat and to drink at his own Table ? 

N 3 Chrift, 
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Serm. Chrijt, the fame Night, that he was 
VI « betrayed, took Bread: At that very Time, 
C ^ VN " when l^en were laying Snares for his 
Innocence, and contriving his Ruin, 
dicj he appoint tjiis great Means o£ 
blefling and ftrengthcnjng them: When 
his Body was now about f o be pierced, 
and his Blood to be fpilr, fc>y the Hand 
of Violence, then did he inftitute this 
Myftery, by which the Merits of both 
were to be conveyed to the whole Race 
of Mankind, even to his Murtherers 
themfelyes, if by Faith and Repentance 
they fhould lay hold of them. Muft 
nqt our Stupidity and Ingratitude be 
is amazing as his Love, if the very 
pirgumftances, in- which he gave us 
this Precept, do not incline us to obey 
it? Can we be faid to glory in the Crofs 
ofChrift, while we ne|lea and defpife 
this great Memorial of his, Death, which 
he inftituted for the good of Souls? 
Ought we not rather to fear, left, by 
abftaining" wilfully and cpntemptuoufly 
from this holy Table, we (hould in- 
volve our felyes in fome Degree of their 

s Guilty 
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Guilt, whom the Apoftle declares toSERMj 
have trodden under Foot the Son of God, VI. 
and counted the Blood of the Covenant , by^f^* 
which they were fanftified, an unholy 2 * 
Thing? But finally, we may, in the 

4. Fourth Place, be faid (very properly 
faid) to glory in the Crofs of Chrift> 
when we zealoufly affert, and vindi- 
cate the true Do&rine of his Satisfacti- 
on, againft all the Enemies and Oppo- 
fers. of it; againft the falfe Notions of 
the Jews, and the falfe Religion of the 
Mahometans, againft the mifchievous 
Opinions of fome deceived, or deceiving 
Chrifiians; againft the vain Pretences of 
Reafon and Philofophy, and againft the 
proud Infults and Blafphemies of Atheifls 
and Infidels. But thefe Particulars 
would open too large a Field of Mat- 
ter to me at prefent, and may perhaps 
(God permitting) be no improper Sub- 
ject for our Reflexions, on a like Oc* 
cafion. 

In the mean Time, let us conclude, 

by rendering, to the great Lover of 

Souls, the Thanks that are due to him; 

N4 for 
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Serm for the Redemption/ which he, as on 
VI. iSus Day, purchafed for us. 

Rev. v. Worthy is the Lamb, that wasjlain, to 

**• receive Power, and Riches, and Wifim, 

and Strength, and Honour, and Ghry, 

■* 9- and Bkjfmg : For he hath redeemed us to 

God by his Blood, out of every Kindred 

and Tongue, and People, and Nation. 

* ' 3. Therefore Bkfftng, and Honour, and Glory, 

and Po&er be unto him that Jttteth upon 

the Tbrone i and unto the Lamb for ever 

and ever! Amen. 
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The Duty of external JVorfhip. 
A 

$ ERMON 

Preach'd at the 

ROLLS', 



Psalm xcv. 6, 
come let us worjhip, and bow 
down j let us kneel before the 
Lord our Maker. 

H E S E Words are taken s erm. 
from an Hymn, which is VII. 
very fitly placed at theo^v^o 
Entrance of the Morning 
Devotions of the Church. 
It being a folemn and earneft Invitati- 
on 
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SERM.on to the publick Worftiip of God that 
YH« follows; and probably employed to 

t ^ vrv that Purpofe at the Beginning of the 
Service ufed in the Jewijb Temple. 

In that Hymn we are called upon to 
pay all the Parts of our internal and ex- 
ternal Homage. 

The Words,- which I have chofen, 
mention only the latter of thefe, out- 
ward Adoration, which they do, by ex- 
preffing the feveral Modes of it; as 
Worfhiflingy Bowing d<yivn y and Kneel- 
ing before God: Term, which thofe 
who are- skilled in the Original have 
been at fome Pains to explain, fo as to 
fettle the diftindt Meaning of each of 
them. I {hall wave that Enquiry, as 
not very ufeful, and confider the Words 
in their more free and general Senfe; 
as they imply all thofe devout Pofiures 
of Body, «i which Mward Worfliip 
may be fuppofed to* cbnfift. 

To-prefs upon ydu,Y as-'effeaually as 

I can, the Exercife of -thefe, when we 

thro meef together m God's Sanctuary, 

• mall 
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fhall be the Bufinefc of my prefent DIT-Serm. 
courfe. yilt 

In which I fhall endeavour to fhew, ( -^ VXJ 
how requifite, a reverent and pious 
Demeanour in the publick Service of the 
Church i6, in order to render our De? 
votions acceptable to God. 

This perhaps, at firft Sight, may 
feem too plain a Propofition to need 
any Proof: And it will be thought, 
that there is no good Chrijftian in the 
World, who is not very well fatisfied 
of the Truth of it. And yet, certain 
it is, that there are, among thofe who 
aim at a mqre than ordinary Purity in 
the Worihip of God, many fincere but 
deluded Perfons, who difapprove and 
deny it: Who think external Modes of 
Worihip, not only unnecejjary, but fu- 
perflttious, now under the Gofpel Di£ 
penfation, when, they fay, all bodily 
Service is done away, the Law of out- 
ward Rites and Ceremonies is abolilh- 
ed, and the true Worfhippers of God 
are to worjhip him only in Spirit audj^a w. 

Truth. H ' 

And 

3 
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Serm. And eVen among thofe \t^ho admit: 
VII. theNeccffity of bodily Worfhip in thd 
l^V^ Theory, yet how many are there that 
deny it in their Traftice, and fo be- 
have themfelves in the publick Service 
of the Church, as to make it appear, 
that this Truth has not yet in good 
Earneft reached their Hearts , or not 
funk very deep into them. Or if it 
has, the Impreflions it once made upon 
their Minds, are now grown fo feint 
and weak, that they operate but little, 
unlefs by proper Arguments and Mo- 
tives they be continually excited and 
kept alive in them. 

In order therefore to convince thofc 
who feem not to have fufficiently con* 
Jidtred the Importance of this Duty; 
and in order alfo to raife the Devotion 
offuch as are remifs and carelefs in the 
Difcharge of it, I fhall, in what fol- 
lows, confider external JVorJhip, as a fit 
and reafonable Duty, upon thefe three 
feveral Accounts. Either as one Part 
of that natural Homage, which the wholt 
Man. Soul and Body, does, by the 

firft 
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firft Principles of Reafon, and Law oASerm. 
his Nature, owe to his fovereign Lord, VII. 
his great Creator and Preferver. Or^V^ 
as an Help and Afjiftanct towards pro- 
moting the Jpiritual Worfhip of our 
Souls. Or laftly, as an outward Sign, 
by which we exprefs to others the reli- 
gious Efteem and Veneration that 
dwells in us: That is, (in a Word) it 
may be confidered with Relation to 
Cody our Jilves, or our Neighbour. 

I. Then external Adoration may be 
confidered as a Part of that natural Ho- 
mage, which the whole Man, Soul and 
Body, owes to God, upon the Account 
of his Creation and Prefervation of us; 
and his fovereign Dominion over us. 

If we are to worfhip God for the 
Being, and the Benefits which we re- 
ceive at his Hands, as the plain Rules 
ofReafon inform us; then does it feem 
agreeable to the fame Reafon, that we 
ftiould make Ufe of all thofe feveral 
Ways of Worfhip, which do beft ex- 
prefs the totahad entire Dependance we 

have 
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Se RM.haye on him. . <T#e «SW woribipsjiiia* 
VII. by framing, to itfelf awful Ideas of his 

■* , ''" v>J Majefty a-nd great Excellencies, by in- 
voking 4.i4 and Affiftance from him> 
and by putting up Praifes to him* 
The Body woribips him, by Rowing 
and proftrating itfelf; and by all thofe 
humble and devout Poftures, which 
fuit beft with thofe inward Affe&ions 
and Difpofrtions of the Mind. Both 
together make up that compleat Har- 
mony of divine Worlhip, which refults 
from the Agreement of the feveral Parts 
of our Frame in the lame A&s of Ac- 

Phiiiv. knowle^ment, that Odour ofafaxet 
Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, well pleajiag 
to God. 

Indeed, as we have no Way of form- 
ing to our felves any Idea of God, but 
by confidering the feveral liimited Per- 
fections and Excellencies, that are va- 
riously fcattered among (his Creabures^ 
and attributing them to him without 
Bounds; fo have we no other Way of 
applying our felves to him, as his Vaf- 
fals, his Dependants, and the W.onks of 

his 
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his Hands, than by confidering whatSERM. 
are thofc inward and outward Marks of YJJ^ 
Refpeft, which we ufually pay to the 
Dignity of any Man here upon Earth, 
to his Authority over us, or his Benefi- 
cence towards us ; and by giving them 
to Gody in a touch higher Degree, than 
we do to Mam Ndw, the Expreffion 
of our Efteem of any earthly good, the 
Refped we bear towards Perfons of 
great Excellence, Parents, Benefadtors, 
or Governors, is contained in thefe 
two Things^ a Veneration of Mind for 
them, and a Submiflidn df Body to 
them. 

And whoever fails in either of thefe, 
is, by the general Confent of Mankind, 
reckoned to be fo far wanting in his 
Duty; and to deviate from thofe Rules 
of Subordination, which God has rtiade 
neceflary for this World. 

Of this, the Mind of Man is very 
(enfible; and being therefore confclotis 
of the fuperlative Excellencies of the 
divine Being, and of the infinite Good- 
nefs of its Nature towards us, finds it- 

VoL.IL O felf 
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SERM.felf uneafy under thefe Apprehenfions, 
VIL till it has paid its due Homage, its Debt 

{yr ^ rs%i of Honour to it. Which, neverthelefc, 
it has no Ability to do, otherwife than 
by applying to God thofe outward fen- 
fible Marks of Refpe&, and thofe in* 
'Ward Submiffions of Soul , which are 
in Ufe among the Sons of Men. 

To thefe therefore it flies, thefe it 
lays hold of, eager and impatient to 
do Jbmethwgj (it knows not well what) 
in humble Acknowledgment of his At- 
tributes, and in Return to his many la- 
ving Kindneffes. 

It fees very well, how difproporti- 
oned all our A&s of Homage are to the 
divine Greatnefs : That God dwells in 
inacceflible Light, to which none of 
our Services can reach ; in the Glory 
of an eternal Majefty, which nothing 
we can do, can either add to y or di- 
ininifh. Neverthelefs perceiving in it- 
felf a reftlefs Principle, exciting it 
continually to the Love and Honour 
of God ; ftrong Endeavours after Gra- 
titude ; and no other Way of exerting 
8 them 
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them but by inward and outward A&sSerm. 
of Worfhip; thefe, how infignificant VII. 
foever, it ventures to pay, in fureCon-^^^ 
fidence, that they will be grateful to 
that Being, which accepteth according to 2 Cor.viii. 
that a Man hath, and not according to 12 ' 
that he hath not. 

Thus does external Adoration be- 
come a Point of natural Homage, due to 
the fupreme Lord of the World , in 
Token of that entire Dependance we 
have on him; the Dependance of the 
whole Man, Soul and Body, which both 
equally came forth from his Hands, 
and are both equally fuftained by him. 
Both therefore muft join in paying the 
common Tribute of Praife; which, 
however to him it may be nothing 
worth, of lefs Account than a Drop of Ux] IJ# 
the Bucket, or a [mall Duft of the Baffance y 
yet to us ward is the very Law of our 
Nature, and our bounden Duty and 
Service. 

And this is a Way of Reafoning, 

which the Holy Ghoft in both Tefta- 

2* ments 
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S ERM.ments hath fan&ified, and taught us to 
VII. ufe. 

is~W We are invited, by the good Pfalmijl, 
in my Text, to bow down, and kneel be- 
fore God. And the Reafon follows: 
For he is the Lord our God, and we are 
the People of his Hands.. Agreeably to, 
which the Apoftle urges us, to glorify 
God in our Body, and in our Spirit, which 
are God's. We are to glorify him in 
our Body, as well as our Spirit ; by out- 
ward as well as inward Devotion : Since 
there is the fame Argument for both, 
they are God's: His they are, and to 
him they muft do their Homage. 
And therefore 'tis a remarkable Paf- 

Rom.xii. fage, which the fame Apoftle hath; / 

'• befeech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of 

God, that ye prefent your Bodies a living 
Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God: JVhich 
is your reasonable Service. Though he 
mentions only the prefenting our Bo- 
dies, yet he gives that the Name of our 
reasonable Service, *i hoyw *<* T §«* n^ a 
Worlhip agreeable to Reafon , and to 
the Suggeftions of our natural Faculties. 

We 
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We all look for the Glorification, not Se r m. 
only of our Souls, but Bodies, in the VII. 
Life to come. Now a Reward fuppo- ^VNJ 
feth a /Ftfnfe. It is meet and right 
therefore, that we fhould worfhip and 
glorify God in this Life, with the Body 
as well as the Soul, if fo be we expett 
that God fhould glorify both our Bodies 
and Souls in another. The outward Wor- 
fhip, without the inward, is dead; and 
again, the inward, without the out- 
ward, is not complete; even as the 
Glorification of the Soul, feparate from 
the Body, is not, nor {hall be, confum- 
mate, till the Body be again raifed, and 
reunited to it. 

Indeed, they who derogate fo much 
from bodily Worfhip in the Service of 
the true God, do by Confequence ren-. 
der Idolatry a. Sin far lefs heinous in De- 
gree than it is. For the Sin of Idolatry 
confifts, we know, in our communi- 
cating that Honour to a Creature, 
which is due unto the Creator alone. 
And therefore, in the fame Proportion 
a$ external Worfhip is due to the Crea- 
O 3 tor, 
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SEKM.tor, tyiil the Grtevoufnefs and Guilt of 
VII. that Sin be, by which we transfer that 

^"V^o Worfhip from the Creator to the Cresu 
ture ; for it cannot be denied, but that 
Pdrt of the Sin of Idolatry confifts even 
in the outward Worfhip given to an 
Idol. And therefore, if outward Vf or* 
fhip be not infifted on with any Strift- 
nefc now under the Gofpel, as a Debt 
due to God, neither will the paying it 
to Idols be in any high Degree culpa- 
ble. 

Thus does the Consideration of out- 
ward Worfhip, as it refpe&s God) the 
Object of it, afford us one powerfut 
Motive to a compofed and folemn Be- 
haviour in the fubliek Service of the 
Church. Let us fee, what i?orce k 
will have, as it relates to our /elves. Or 
as k is, 

II. An Help and Afliftance, towards 
promoting the fpiritual Worfhip of 
our Souls. 

There is fo clofe a Connexion between 
the Mind and its Organs, that they a#> 

as 



Digitized 



by Google 



external Worjhip. 199 

£t were, by Confent; and die Motions Sekj* 
of the one do commonly, and in fome VII. 
Degree, pafs into the mother. And this {yry ^ 
natural Sympathy fhews it fclf no where 
more remarkably than in Afts of De* 
votion. When the Mind is warmed 
with heavenly Thoughts, and wrought 
up into fome Degrees df holy Ecftafy, 
it ftays not there, but communicates 
thefe Impreflions to the Body; and ex- 
cites thofc feveral Aftions without, 
that carry a Refemblance to what is 
done within. 

On die other Side, devout Poftures 
of Body, when perceivM and attended 
to by him that ufes them, do as cer- 
tainly pafs onward, and impart their 
Force to the Mind alfo : Raifing there 
thofc feveral Paffions and Emotions, to 
which the outward A& is naturally 
conjoined. 'Tis true, the Rife of all 
is originally from within; there the 
•Springs of A&ion firft begin to play ; 
and from thence Orders are fent out to 
the Body, what Motions fliall arife, 
3ut then, after that, this Engine, thus 
O 4 moved, 
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Serm. moved, a&s backward upon its firft 
YII. Principle, the Soul-, returns the Force, 
Ky ~ Y>s) that was lent it from thence, with In* 
tereft ; and improves that Spark of ho- 
ly Fire, which firft fprung up there, in- 
to a great and mighty Flame, 

External Worfhip then becomes this 
way a juft and reafonable Duty, inaf- 
much as it is naturally fitted to excite 
like inward A&s of Devotion ; and be» 
ing it felf perceived, does, in a Way 
not perceived by thofe who yet feel the 
Effects of it, work upon the moft hidr 
den Powers of the Mind. And it is 
very well it does fo : For the Mind of 
Man is in the Duties of Religion fo 
little Miftrefs of ftria Attention, fo un- 
able'to fix it felf fteddily even on God, 
its beft and worthieft Object, that it 
cannot have too many Alfiftances from 
'without, in order to it. As therefore 
God hath fo tempered the Body toge- 
iCor.x:* ther in all its Members, that the Eye 
?I ' cannot Jay unto the Hand, I have no need 
of thee; nor the Head again unto the Feet, 
J have no need cf you : So has he alfo 

femperec| 
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tempered the whole frame of Man IiiSerm, 
fuch a Manner, as that the Parts of it VII. 
may mutually fupport each, other. [yrvs J 
Nor can the Soul, in its moft fpiritual 
and fiiblime Ads, thofe of Devotion , 
rejeft the Body, as ufelefs and unaffift- 
ing. Nay much more (as St. Paul con- 1 Cor. riL 
tinu^s his Reafoning) that Part, which 22 - 
feems to be mare feeble, is necejfary. 

We ufually blame the Body to an high 
Degree, as the gre^t Clog and Hin- 
drance of the Soul; the ObftruSer of 
its free and natural Motions, the 0£ 
ferer of impious, of filthy, of vain 
Images. The Solicitor to every evil 
A&, ail that defiles the Man. And 
this is generally what may be faid of it, 
with a great deal of Juftice, For it is 
all this, and it does all this in a thou- 
fand feyeral Inftances. But in the Cafe 
of Devotion now before us, Things 
may be far other wife managed, and the 
Body rendered fo ufeful and fervicea- 
ble tp the Soul in this Duty , as to 
make amends (as it were) for the Obr 
ftruftions it gives it in the Performance 

of 
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S fc R m. of many others. Here it may be made 

VII. to draw equally in die Yoke of Duty: 

^VNi jj a y even to gj ve fpi„g S to (iie Mind, 

which it prefleth down, and over- 
whelms on many other Occasions. Nor 
is the Body more beholding to the .Sari 
for the Begmmng of its Motions, than 
the Soul afterwards is to the Body, for 
the Increafe of hers. But 

m. We have ftill another Way of 
eonfidering outward Worlbip, as it is a 
Sign, by which we exprefs to ethers the 
religious Efteem and Veneration that 
dwells in us. And we fhall find that 
from hence too we are highly obliged 
to the moft folemn and devout Ufe of 
it. For as in the former Inftances k 
has appeared to be an Instrument of 
God's Honor, and our own particular 
Advantage, fo here we fliall find that 
it reaches even to the common Good 
of our Neighbour too. 

And certainly great are the Advan- 
tages which the People of God, when 
they are met together, do mutually re- 
ceive 
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osive from it. The cold and rcmifsSERM. 
Worfhipper is, at the Sight of an exem- VIL 
plary Piety, kindled into fome Degrees ( -^ v> ° 
of holy Warmth\ the fervent and de- 
vout, in the Prefence of it, becomes 
yet more enflamed. A religious Emula- 
tion rifes then in the Breads of the 
Faithful, an holy Strife and Defire of 
excelling. He that fees another com- 
pofed in his Behaviour throughout, 
and fixed down to the holy Duty he 
is engaged in, grows afhamed of his 
own Indifference and Indecencies, his 
fpiritual Diflipations and Drynefe, and 
prefently fets himfelf to imitate that 
amiable Pattern, and refolves to be re- 
markably devout, and as much the 
Objeft of othtr Mens Imitation. 

But Believers are not the only Per- 
fons, that receive Benefit by it ; Unbe- 
litvers too y tho' unwillingly, have their 
Share. The prophane Scoffer, who 
dares encounter a fingk Christian, 
without Shame or Fear of Reproof, 
has here an Anfwer to his bold Scoffs, 
in that ftill and powerful Argument, 

which 
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Serm which arifes from the Behaviour of a 
VII. devout Multitude, worfhipping God 

{yr V SJ in the Beauty of Holinefs. Such an Ar- 
gument as will deftroy all his unrea- 
sonable Sufpicions, and convince him 
of the Sincerity of Mens Hearts to- 
wards God, by the natural unaffe&ed 
Signs of it, which are fhewn in his 
Service. Such, as will put him in 
Mind of the Numbers of devout and 
good Men, againft which he engages; 
lead him on from the Thought of the 
prefent Congregation to thofe of the 
fame kind that are fpread over the Face 
of the Earth •, and make him fit down 
and confider, whether with fuch a 
fmall Strength (his own, and that of 
a few more) he can encounter fo ma^ 
ny Thoufands, even the united Wif- 
dom and Pra&ice of Mankind. Sure* 
ly, as St. Paul argues in relation to the 
prophefying praftis'd in the Primitive 

i Cor. xiv. Church, if all thus worjhip, and there 

H ' * 5 ' cometh in one that beUeveth not, or me 
unlearned \ he is convinced of all y be is 
judged of all. And thus are the Secrets 

of 
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if his Heart made manifefi ; and fo faU Serm* 
ling down on his Face, he will worjhip VII. 
God, and report , that God is in you. of a {yrs ^ r>sJ 
Truth* 

Thus have I explained, the feveral 
Grounds on which external Adoration 
(lands, and the feveral good JJfes, to 
which it may be employed ; how much 
the Honor of God depends upon it, 
the Advancement of Piety in our own 
Breaft, and in that of our Neighbour. 
And fure I need exhort you but briefly 
to the PraBice of that, which appears 
every way fo plain and fo reafonable a 
Duty. Let us then lay up thefe 
Thoughts in our Hearts, and keep our 
Feet (as the Wifeman fpeaks) when we 
go to the SanEiuary, by a careful Refle- 
ction upon them! Let us carry in our 
Ears always when we enter into the 
Place of God's publick Worfhip the 
Sound of thofe Espreflions he ufed to 
Mojes out of the flaming Bufh. Put Exod. m. 
off thy Shoes from thy Feet, for the Place 5 * 
whereon thouftandeft is holy Ground! 

Let us confider with otirfelves, if 

fuch 

3 
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SERM.fuch and fo many arc the Advantages 
VII. that fpring from a due Care of external 

t^vv? Behaviour, how great muft the Incon* 
veniences then be, that arife from the 
Negleft of it ? From an indecent and 
flovenly PForJbip! A Worfhip fit neither 
for God, who is a God of Beauty and 
Order, to receive ; nor for Man, who 
is the only Creature in this lower 
World that has a Senfe of thefe Things, 
to pay. Surely nothing lefs can follow 
from fo Joofe a Prattice, than the Decay 
of Religion in all its vital and fubftan- 
tial Parts; a Forgetfulnefs of that God, 
whom to have always in our Thoughts 
is the greateft Prefervative againft Sin 
that a Chriftian Man can have; the 
Derifions of the Proud toward thefe 
our folemn Meetings, and the open 
Scorn of every thing that is holy. 

From the primitive Writers of the 
{Story of the Church we learn, that the 
firft Chriftians, who were fo exemplary 
in all the Parts of Chriftian Duty, a- 
fcove thofe of latter Times, outftripped 
xt& in nothing more thao in the outward 

Marks 
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Marks of Devotion and Reverence Serm* 
which appeared upon them in their VII. 
publick Affemblies. They reforted to C ^ VNJ 
the Houfe of God with the fame holy 
Awe and Reverence, as if they were 
really to meet, and to converfe with 
him there: They continued, during 
the Time of Divine Service, immovea- 
bly fixed to their Duty, without the 
leaft Sign or Token of a wandring, or 
alienated Mind. They contented not 
themfelves with the ordinary Poftures 
of Devotion, fuch as Genuflexion, the 
Bowing of the Head , or the Body, 
but did (as one of the Ancients fpeaks) 
proftrate themfelves on the Pavement, 
cover it with their Bodies, and walh 
it with Tears of devout Joy. 

God grant, that if thefe Heights of 
Devotion be too exalted for an Age fo 
degenerate as this, in which Iniquity 
abounds and the Love of many is waxen ] 
coJdy yet, at leaft, thatyft much of the 
Life and Spirit of Primitive Piety may 
be kept up among us, as may render 
our Behaviour fiber and compofed in the 

Ufe 
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SERNiUfe of holy Things, and take awiy 
VIL from wicked Men an Occafion to bla£ 
t ' <VN * ; phemei 

Now to God the Father, Ud 
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External IVorJhip, Jhewn to be of 
no Efficacy, unlefs accompany d 
with Internal Devotion : Toge- 
ther with the excellent Contri- 
vance of the Church of England 
Service to promote the latter. 
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External Worjhip not fufficient 
alone. 



SERMON 

Preached at 

St. James's Chapel. 



Lament, iii. 41. 

Let us lift up our Hearts , with 
our Hands , unto God in the 
Heavens* 

HESE are the "Words ofsERM. 

Jeremiah, fpoken to the VIII. 

Jews of his Time, who^V^J 

were very exa£t and pun- 
ctual in the outward Ceremonies and 
Performances of Religion, but very 
P z deficient 
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SERM.deficient in the Inward Life and Rea- 
VIII. lity of it. They reforted to the Tem- 

u "" v " >J ple conftantly, and were careful to 
pra&ife the various Rites which the 
Law of Mofes prefcribed : But they did 
not bring along with them a Difpofi- 
tion of Soul fuitable to thofe Solemni- 
ties ; their Mind was alienated from 
the Service, even while they were per- 
forming it[. The Prophet fenfible.of 
this great Defeft in their way of Wor- 
ship, thus exhorts them to the Cure 
of it. Let us lift up our Hearts (fays 
he) with our Hands, unto God in the 
Heavens. 

Which Words refer to the Jews, as 
performing the Publkk Service of their 
Church in the Temple or the Syna- 
gogue ; and imply, that the Devotion 
of the Hand, without that of the 
Heart, is of no Acceptance with God ; 

i Tim. iv, that bodily Exercife (in this Senfe of the 

8 - Word) profitetb but little, unlefs accom- 
panied with an holy Warmth and E- 
levation of Mind. 

This 
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This is a very plain but unregarded S e r m. 
Truth: Many Chriftians there are, VIII. 
who feem not to be thoroughly con- - /VXJ 
vinced of it ; and the beft of us, God 
knows, (fuch is the Infirmity of our 
Nature) want fometimes to be awake- 
ned into a vigorous and lively Senfe 
of it. 

Many Frequenters of fuch religious 
Affemblies as thefe, think their Duty 
Efficiently difcharged by a pun&ual, 
and regular Attendance upon them. 
If they are prefent during the Time of 
Divine Service, if they take their Share 
in the feveral Parts of it , join in the 
Hymns, and the Rtfpmfes, and add their 
Amen to the Prayers ; if their outward 
Behavfour be every way decent, and 
agreeable to the holy Ufages of the 
Church; tho' they are inwardly ab- 
fent from the Duty, wherein they feem 
to be engaged, and their wandring 
Thoughts are employed all the while 
on foreign and vain Obje&s ; yet fhall 
they go away fatisfied and juftified in 
their own Conceit, as if they had per- 
P 3 formed 
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Serm. formed the whole of their reafonable 
VIII. Service, and not offered the Sacrifice of 
^jQ^ Fools — forgetting the Reproof which 
Efaias firft gave to the whole Jewijb 
Nation, and which our Saviour ap» 
plied particularly to the Scribes and 
Mit.xv. 8. Pharifees : This People draweth nigh unto 
me with their Mouths, and honour eth tne 
with their Lips; but their Heart is far 
from me. 

That fuch a Mock Worfliip as this, 
fuch a mere Face and Form of Devo- 
tion, is not what God requires, what 
he will hearken to, or reward, give 
me leave briefly to fhew, by obferving, 
how unproportioned it is to the divine 
Nature, and our own, to the great End 
and Defign of Prayer, and to thofe 
mighty Blejfings_ and Benefits, with 
which, when duly performed, it is cer- 
tainly attended. 

The Objetf of our religious Addref- 

fes is God ; that God, who is a Spirit \ 

and who therefore will be worjhipped in 

joh.iv. 24. fipfrif ( as our Saviour argues) with all 

the Faculties an<J Powers of our Mind, 

with 



Digitized 



by Google 



not fufficient alone. 215 

with the utmoft Intention and^VigourSERM. 
of Thought : And he therefore, who VIII. 
lifts up his Hands to him, without a- f - /v>J 
ny Elevation of his Hearty affronts 
him, inftead of adoring him. Blefs the ?b\.c\ii. 
Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within 
me blefs his holy Name I fays good Da- 
vid. He fummons every Faculty and 
Affedtion of his Soul, all that is within 
him, to do Homage to Qod, as know- 
ing that the mere outward Homage, 
unaccompanied by the inward, would 
be a lifelefs and ufelefs Performance. 
What! do we hope to impofe upon 
God, as we fometimes do upon Men, 
by a mere Form of Godlinefs, without 
the Power of it? Do we think, that he 
requires our Adoration and Homage 
for his own Sake ; and therefore con- 
tents himfelf with the Honors that are 
done him by outward Shews and Ap- 
pearances ! He, who requireth Truth in p&1- ll - 6 - 
the inward Parts, to whom all Things 
are naked and open, and who tryeth the Heb. w. 
very Hearts and Reins; He, whofe 13 
Language in holy Writ is , My J^Pfai.vii.9* 

P 4 give 
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S e r m give me thy Heart / Give me thy Hearty 
VIII. whilft thou art performing any Part of 
iwQu.thy Duty that relates either to «#, thy 
26 y*#i or thy Neighbour; but chiefly £«/* 
we thy Heart, whilft thou art imme- 
diately addrefling thy felf to me by 
Prayer and Praife; whilft thou art 
actually converting with me , intreat- 
ing, and adoring me: Give me thy 
Heart at fuch a Time* or elfe all that 
thou giveft me befides, will prove a 
vain Oblation. -Again, 

Let us confider our own Nature as 
well as that of the divine Being. Are 
we not reasonable Creatures ? And ought 
not a reafonabk Creature to pay an en- 
tire and reafonabk Service? How (can 
we be faid to worfhip God, while the 
better half of us is unconcerned in the 
A& ? It is the Mind, chiefly, that is 
the Man ; and where the Mind there- 
fore is abfent, the Man is not prefent: 
He offers not a living and a breathing 
Vi&im, but a dead and lifelefs Carcafs; 
and with fuch a Sacrifice bow can God be 
wellpkafed? 

What 



Digitized 



by Google 



not fufficient alone. 217 

What is Prayer, but an Afcent ofSERM- 
the Mind towards God ? An holy En- VIIL 
gine, by which we lift op our Spirits -^^^ 
to the great Father of Spirits ; main- 
tain a fweet Intercourfc with him, and 
breath out, from the Bottom of our 
Hearts, our common Defires and Ac- 
knowledgments to him ? And what is 
there of this, in coming unto him, as his Ezek. 
People cometh, in fitting before him as his xxxiil * 1- 
People fitteth; in /hewing much Love with 
our Mouth, while our Heart goeth after 
its Covet oufnefs ? 

Wondrous is the Efficacy of Prayer, 
as' reprefented in Scripture; mighty 
Things are there faid to have been 
done in vertue of it. But how were 
they done? By the mere bending of 
the Knees, and uttering of Words and 
Syllables? No! but by the Attention 
of the Heart, by Zeal, and Fervency. 
It is only the fervent Prayer of a r/£fc->m«sv. 
teous Man, that availeth much: And 1 
when Elias by his prevalent Interpofi- 
tion with God fhut up, or opened the 
Heavens, brought Drought or Rain , 

Hpo« 
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SERM.upon the Earth, it is faid of him, -sry<r- 
VIII. <£,%$ Tsrfwr&gctloy that he prayed ardent- 

ja2s^ ty and earneftly. 

'7- Indeed this Qualification of Prayer 

is enjoined us by God ; not only as a 
becoming Expreflion of our religious 
Reverence towards him ; but as a pro- 
per and natural Means of working in 
our Souls thofe good Difpofitions , 
which his bleffed Spirit delights in, 
and delights to reward. We are dire- 
cted to afk with a fixed and fervent 
Mind, becaufe fuch a Manner of ask- 
ing fits and qualifies us for receiving; 
makes us humble, fubmiffive, depen- 
dent, afFe&s us with a deep Senfe of 
our own Infufficiency and Unworthi- 
nefs, and of the divine Bounty and 
Goodnefs ; fufpends the evil Motions 
and Defires of our Hearts for a Time ; 
and produces in us an heavenly Frame 
and Temper of Soul. This is the near- 
eft and moft immediate Effeft of Pray- 
er , which muft firft be obtained in 
order to the obtaining of our Re- 
cjuefts: And how therefore can he, 

who 
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who is a Stranger to the one of thefe,SERM. 
ever hope to arrive at the other? VIII. 

Can we imagine that Pardon of Sin, ly0y ^ sj 
and Peace of Confcience ; the Fruits 
of the Spirit, and Support againft 
Temptations ; in a Word, the Bleflings 
of this World and the next, with 
which God has promifed to reward 
our Prayers, fhould be purchafed at the 
cheap Expence of Forms and Appea- 
rances? That thofe Devotions which 
affedt not us firft, fhould affedt God af- 
terwards ? That he fhould attend to, 
or regard fuch Requefts, as we neither 
regard, nor attend to our felves ? 

Let us then not mock God, and de- 
ceive our felves ! Let us not think we 
have fulfilled our Duty merely by re- 
forting to the Church, and adding one 
to the Number of the Congregation ; 
by doing as other Men do, and fay. 
ing as other Men fay there ; nor hope 
to attone by an outwardly decent Be- 
haviour, for an inwardly alienated 
Mind. But let us, under a due Senfe 
gf the preceding Reflections, whenever 

we 
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S er m. we Come to the Houfe of God, not fail 

VIII. to come whole and entire; to offer and 

Kyr>rsj prefent unto God (as the Liturgy fpeaks) 

our /elves , our Souls, and Bodies, to be a 

reasonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice to 

him ; let us refolve to worjhty him, not 

with our Lips and Knees only, but 

Mar. xi. C as we are obliged to love him) even 

30. with aU our Heart, and with all our Soul t 

and with all our Mind, and with all our 

Strength! 

God be thanked, by whofe good 
Providence we are Members of a 
Church, where the publick Offices of 
Religion are fo modelled nnd contri- 
ved, as to be apt in every Part of them, 
to raife thz Attention, and kindle an ho- 
ly Flame in the Breafts of all fincere 
Worfhippers. I cannot better fpend 
the remaining Part of my Time, than 
in pointing out to you the great Ad- 
vantages which we, in this Refpeft, en- 
joy, and by that Means (hewing you, 
how inexcufable we are, if we negleft 
to improve them, more inexcufable than 
the Members of any other Church, or 

Commu- 
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Communion in the Chriftian World. Se*m. 
For, VHI. 

1. The Language, wherein our Ser- 1 - /V%J 
vice is performed cannot but be of 
Ufe to fix and keep alive our Attenti- 
on. Tis our own Mother Tongue, 
what all of us are acquainted with; 
and can therefore liften to with Eafe, 
and Delight, becaufe we underftand it. 
There is a Church, whofe publick Pray- 
ers are put up in a Language unknown 
to the greateft Part of thofe who are to 
join in them. But how can the Heart 
be afFe&ed by the mere Sound of Words, 
while it is utterly a Stranger to their 
Meaning ? The publick Devotions there- 
fore of an unlettered Papift, muft needs 
be one continued Scene of Diftra&ions 
and Wanderings, from the Beginning 
to the End of them. 

Nor are our Offices drawn up only 
in our own Tongue, but in the molt 
eafy and plain Parts of it, which lie o- 
pen to Chriftians of the meaneft Capa- 
cities and Attainments. There is no- 
thing fantaftical in the Expreflion of 
1 them, 
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S e r M.them, no vain Ufe of fuch hard Phrafes 
VIII. of Scripture, as tend rather to amufe 
^"^^and puzzle, than to inftrufl: common 
Hearers : Nothing which approaches to 
that myfterious, unintelligible Way of 
Speaking, in which fome either decei- 
ving, or deceived Chriftians delight; 
Nothing that favours of Singularity, 
Hypocrify, or Enthufiafm. Whatever 
we meet with there, is plain, fimple, 
natural; and yet at the fame Time fo- 
lemn, majeftick, moving; fignificant 
and full, found and wholefome: It 
carries both Light and Heat in it, and 
is fitted equally to inform the Under- 
ftandings and inflame the Affe&ions, 
of the wifeft and weakeft of Chriftians. 
I need not fay how far this Excellence 
of our Service conbritutes torouze and 
infpirit the Attention of thofe who par- 
take of it; efpecially, if it be confidered, 
2. That thefe Prayers and Praifes 
are offered up in a premeditated Form 
of Words, with which every one 
is before acquainted: For this alfo I 
muft reckon among the peculiar Ad- 
8 vantages 



Digitized 



by Google 



not fujfflcient alone. iz$ 

vantages of our Way of Worfhip, to-SERM. 
wards faftning down the Minds of VIII. 
Men to that holy Duty, wherein they ^v - ^ 
were engaged. I grant, indeed, that un- 
premeditated Prayers , uttered with great 
Fluency, with a devout Warmth and 
Earneftnefs, are apt to make ftrong and 
awakening Impreflions on the Minds 
of the Generality of Hearers. But it 
may be doubted, whether the Attenti- 
on thus raifed be that which we are 
now recommending ; whether it be not 
an Attention rather of Curio fity and 
Surprize, than of real Piety and found 
Devotion. For a good and confcienti- 
ous Man, who is to join in a Prayer, 
with which he was before unacquaint- 
ed, muft needs do it with fome little 
Diffidence and Fear, left there fhouid 
be any Thing, in the Matter or Manner 
of that Prayer, improper and unbecom- 
ing: He muft fufpend his Affent to 
thofe unknown Requefts, till he has fo 
far confidered them, as to be fure that 
they are fit for him to agree in. And 
while he is thus employing his 

Thoughts 



Digitized 



by Google 



224 External Worjhtp 

Se*m. Thoughts on one Petition or Sentence, 
VIII. another fucceeds, which will require a 
*SV^ like Degree of Sufpence and Delibera- 
tion : And this cannot but check his 
Devotion, by dividing and breaking 
the Force of his Mind. Whereas he, 
who offers up his Requefts to God in 
a known and ftated Form, has no A- 
vocations of this Kind toftrugglewith,; 
aad can therefore apply himfelf direftly 
and vigoroufly to his holy Task> and 
James i. afk in Faith nothing dsubting. He fears 
6 ' not, leaft unfitting Requefts flioujld be 

made, or fit ones clothed in unfuitable 
Language-, and is therefore at leafure 
to excite all the Powers and Affe&ions 
of his Soul, and to engage them in that 
fpiritual Service. This, I fay, is a pe, 
culiar Advantage, which attends the 
Ufe of pre-compofed Prayers; and if 
there be many, who do not find and 
feel this Effeft of them, it is not, I 
am perfuaded, the Funk of fit FortuSy 
but their own: They want Attention 
and Fervency in this Way of Wor- 

ftiip; 
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iliip; and they would want it equally ,SeRM # 
perhaps much more in any other. VIIL 

3. It is yet a farther great Advantage >^VNJ 
which we of this Communion enjoy, 
that our Service is not one continued 
Ad of Devotion, but is interrupted by 
many little Breaks and Paufes, and 
confifts of feveral diftind and entire 
Forms of Petition and Praife ; by which 
Means the Mind is eafed and relieved 
from too 1 >ng and ftri£t an Attention; 
retires a little, and returns, as it were, 
with new Strength to its Duty. The 
Colktts of our Liturgy are fo fhort i 
that a devout Chriftian may y even 
whilft he is pronouncing his Amen at 
the clofe, by a fudden Glance of Though ty 
recoiled every Branch of them; and 
fo, contrad into that fingle Word the 
whole Force of the preceding prayer* 
Nay, the very Frame and Contrivance 
of thefe ColleffSy is highly ufeful to raife 
and to enliven our Devotions^ inafmuch 
as they generally begin with the aw- 
ful Mention of fome of God's Attri- 
butes, and always end with reminding 
us of the Blood and Interceflion of 

Vojt. II. 0. jf*f*** 
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&EiLM.Jeftts. And what Confiderations in 
VIII. Religion are there more operative and 
l/vx; more awakening than theft, which re- 
turn fo often upon our Minds, during 
the Courfe of our excellent Service? 

4. Which contributes alfo to render us 
attent and devout, by that ufeful and 
affefting Variety, with which it a- 
bounds. There is in it a Variety of all 
Sorts of religious Duty, in which a 
Creature can apply itfelf to its Creator. 
There we confefs our Sins, and inter- 
cede with God for the Pardon of them : 
There we deprecate the divine Judg- 
ments that may be infli&ed^ and pray 
for all the Blejfings (Spiritual and Tem- 
poral) that can be beftowed on our 
felves, or others; and there we put 
up our Praifes and Thankfgivings to God 
for all the Inftances of his Mercy and 
Goodnefs towards us. There we hear 
the holy Scriptures read, and profefs 
our Belief of the great Articles of Faith: 
And thefe different Parts of divine 
Worfliip are fo happily intermixed, and 
fucceed each other in fo beautiful an 

Order, 
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Order, that the Mind of the Worftiip- S e r m* 
per has always a new and pleafing Em- VIII. 
ployment. i^VNJ 

As the Prieft has his Share in the 
Performance of thefe Offices, fo the Pea- 
pie too have theirs; and in a much 
larger Proportion than belongs to them 
in any other Chriftian Affemblies. Each 
is employed in flirting up the other in- 
to an holy and affe&ionate Emulation 
of Heart and Voice; and they do there- 
fore mutually provoke and kindle each 
others Devotion. 

5-1 1 add alfoj (in the laft Place) that the 
Service of our Sanftuary is particular- 
ly contrived to promote Attention by 
the decent j orderly, and folemn Manner in 
which it is performed. £or it is nei- 
ther on the one Side fo very plain and 
fimple, as not to be able to rouze, nor 
on the other fo fplendid and gawdy, as 
to be apt to diftraft the Mind It is 
duly tempered between thefe Extreams^ 
and partakes of either, as far as either 
is requifite towards creating and che- 
riihing a found and reafonable, a warm 

0.x and 
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SERM.and a&ive Devotion. Pi&ures indeed, 
VIII. and Images, to which the Church of 
^^ Rome in this Cafe has Recourfe, fix the 
Attention ; but it is on a wrong Ob- 
ject. A Multitude of vain and pompous 
Ceremonies, a Variety of rich Habits 
and Ornaments, Mufick framed for De- 
light, without Improvement: Thefe 
Things indeed may render an Aflembly 
attent; but fo likewife would a Scene 
in the Theatre. The Devotion they 
produce (if indeed they produce any) 
goes no farther than the Senfes ; it is 
not that of the Heart and Spirit But 
with us, all the outfide of our Worfhip 
contributes towards the inward Life 
and Reality of it: Our Churches are 
decently adorned ; they who officiate 
at our Altars are decently habited ; our 
/daily Service is performed, and our 
6* Circumftance of our Worfhip is fo or- 
% Sacraments adminiftered in a becom- 
3 ing and reverend Manner; our Mu- 
t fick is always, or always ought to be, 
} grave and folemn. Every Part and 
7 dered, as to infpire us with an holy 

Reve- 
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Reverence and Awe, and fo far to keeps erm. 
the outward Senfes awake, as their Vi- VII. 
gilance may be of Ufe to give Wings - / ~ v ~° 
to our Devotion, and Vigour to our 
Minds. 

Since therefore we have fo many fig- 
nal Helps and Advantages towards 
worftipping God in his Sanftuary 
with an heavenly Frame and Temper 
of Soul, let us refolve from this Mo- 
ment to make a due Ufe of them; to 
repair often to the Houfe of God with 
holy Reverence and Awe , and to lift 
up our Hearts, together with our Hands, 
whenever we thus approach him, in the 
Beauty of Holinefs. 

Which that we may all of us &, God of 
his infinite Mercy grant, &c. 
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TheUfefulnefs of Church Mu/ick, 
A 

SERMON 

Preached on 
St. CECILIA** Day. 

Psalm lvii. j, 8. 

My Heart is fixed, God, my 
Heart is fixed; I will fing, and 
givePraife. Awake up, myGlo* 
ryf awake Pfaltery, and Harp/ 
I my felf will awake right early, 

[IS the Man after God's Hearty e r m. 
whofe Words thefe are ; and IX. 
in them he points out to us <-rv>J 
one of the chief Methods 
by which he became fo ; Even by pre- 

1 paring 
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Serm. paring, and qualifying his own Heart 
IX. in the beft Manner that he could, for 

i/vv the Duties of the San£hiary; and by 
endeavouring, when he aflifted at thofe 
Solemnities, to perform them with the 
utmoft Attention, Alacrity, and holy 
Warmth of Mind, of which he was 
capable. 

He enters not on the divine Praifes, 
till he finds himfelf in fuch a Pofture, 
and underfuch aCompofure of Mind, as 
fuits with that holy Employment: My 
Heart is fixed \ fays he, O God, my Heart 
is fixed) then and then only, it is Time 
for him to go on, and fay, / wiltfing, 
and give Praife. And that he may be 
fure to preferve, to feed, and to im- 
prove the good Difpofition he is in, he 
calls to his Aid thofe excellent Helps 
to Devotion , which he had fo often 
tried with fo good Succefs ; Vocal and 
Injlrumental Mufick : Awake up, my Glo- 
ry, fays he, awake PfaJtery and Harp ! 
By his Glory he means his Tongue, the 
moft noble Organ of the Body of Man, 
efpecially when employed in celebra- 
ting 
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ting the Praife and Glory of God. By S k r m. 
Pfaltery and Harp (which alone are IX. 
mentioned) we muft underftand all the > ^ r>lJ 
feveral Inftruments of Mufick, which 
were, by his Appointment, brought in- 
to the Temple- Worfhip : And with 
thefe Afliftances, thefe Encouragements, 
he ventures now to undertake for him- 
felf, that he will maintain that lively 
Ere&ion of Mind, with which he en- 
ters on the divine Service, throughout 
the whole Courfe of it; that he will 
rouze up every Faculty, Affection, and 
Power of his Soul, and keep them fix- 
ed to the holy Work they are about, 
without Diftra&ion or wandring : / my 
felf will awake y (fays he,) And when 
he adds to all this, that he will do it 
right early, he intimates to us the parti- 
cular Time, at which fuch Refolutions 
as thefe are beft executed ; 'tis in the 
Morning, the Seafon of Devotion, when 
the Mind is frefli and vigorous, untired 
with the Bufinefs of the Day, and un- 
tainted with ill Images and Impreffions. 

This 
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Se r m. This I take to be the full Import of 
IX. thofe Words of the devout Pfalmijl, 

v/ ^°° which I have read to you; and which, 
I think, I may now not improperly dit 
courfe on under thefe Propofitions. By 
fhewing you, 

I. That the great Thing which re- 
commends our publick Devotions 
to God, is, our performing them, 
with an awakened, fixed, and live- 
ly Attention of Mind. That there- 
fore, 

II. All the pious Helps and Expedi- 
ents , that conduce to this End, 
are to be laid hold of; particular, 
ly thofe which the Text points out 
to us, the Ufe of vocal and i»ftru- 
mental Harmony. 

III. That the Way of performing di- 
vine Service m the Church of En- 
gland, is better fitted to promote 
this good End, [the fixing our 
Attention, and enflaming our Af- 
feftions} than any other publick 
Form of Devotions now pra&ifed 

in 
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in the Chriftian World ; That it en-S erm. 
joys this Advantage, as in feveral VIIL 
other Refpefte, fo particularly in ^^ 
Relation to a folemn and decent 
Ufe of Church Mufick. 
^Which three Points being made out, 
I fhall clofe with a Fourth, where- 
in I fhall briefly, but earneftly ex- 
hort you to make your Devotion 
exemplary, in Proportion to thofe 
Advantages, which you above all 
others enjoy* 

I. I am to fhew you, that the great 
Thing which recommends our publick 
Devotions to God, is, our performing 
them with an awakened, fixed, and 
lively Attention of Mind. 

Our Worfhip is compofed, as we our 
felves are, of a Body, and a Soul; the 
Body, is the outward ceremonious Part; 
the Devotion of the Lips, of the Hands, 
and of the Knees, all that lies open to 
the Senfe and Obfervation of others; 
but the Life and Soul of the Duty con- 
fifte in thofe inward A£ts of Adoration 

and 
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SERM.and Love, Interceflion and Thankfgi- 
IX. ving, Submiffion and Truft, whereof 

^v^ God y and we our felves only are confci- 
ous. This unfeen Homage is that, which 
animates and fanttifies what is *vifible; 
and without this, all the outward 
Shew, and Form of Devotion, is of no 
Acceptance, no Value; a lifelefs, and 
an ufelefs Performance. 

Indeed under the Jewijh Difpenfati- 
on a Regard was had to the mere Ex- 
ternals of Religion : From a grofs and 
carnal People tied down to earthly Ex- 
pectations, and fenfible Obje&s, God 
was pleafed, in fome Meafure, to ac- 
cept a grofs and carnal Service, and 
to hinder them by that Means, from 
falling into downright Idolatry ', a migh* 
ty Propenfion to which they had con- 
tracted during their Stay in Egypt. They 
were to be diftinguifhed and kept fe* 
parate from all other Nations, by a 
peculiar Body of Rites and Ceremo- 
nies ; and thefe Rites and Ceremonies 
therefore being ufefuito this End, deri- 
ved fome Value alfo from it; efpecial- 

ly 



Digitized 



by Google 



Ufefulnefs of Church Mufick. 239 

ly, being all of them fuch, as had aSERM, 
typical Reference to more vital and IX* 
fubftantial Duties, and were Shadows ^^^ 
and Emblems of good Things to come: 
The Virtue of which, they, by the di- 
vine Appointment, did not only repre- 
fent, but impart alfo to fuch as perform- 
ed them. But this typical State being 
at an End, a more pure and perfeft 
Inftitution fucceeded ; a more refined 
and fpiritual Worfhip was fet up, in 
which the Mind is all, and does all ; and 
in which outward Obfervances have no 
otherwife a Place, than as they ferve, 
either to teftify the inward Affe&ions 
of our Hearts to others , or to excite and 
improve them in our felves. A Wor- 
fhip every Way proportioned to the 
Nature of Go^, who is to receive it; 
and to the Nature of Man who is to 
pay it; and to the End and Ufe alfo of 
fuch religious Duties, which is, not 
merely to exprefs our Homage to God, 
or to procure a Return from him; 
but alfo to work in our Minds all thofe 
good Difpofitions and Graces, which 
a we 
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Serm. we are fo earneft to obtain; and to be 
IX. at once a neceffary Condition, and a pro- 

, - / *V>J per and natural Means alfo of fpiritual 
Improvement. And this is remarka- 
bly the Cafe oifuch Prayers as are put 
up with Application of Mind, with 
Zeal and Fervency : Our very asking 
in fuch a Manner fits and qualifies us for 
receiving ; makes us refigned, fubmif- 
five, dependent; affects us with a deep 
Senfe of our own Infufliciency and 
Unworthinefs, and of the divine Boun. 
ty and Goodnefs ; fufpends the evil Mo- 
tions and Defires of our Hearts for a 
Time, and puts us every Way into 
that holy and humble Frame of Mind, 
which God delights in, and delights to 
reward. 

A great deal more might be faid, to 
fliew, how requifite it is, to approach 
God in his Worfhip, with an awaken- 
ed, fixed and lively Attention of Soul; 
If either this were a Point, which any 
good and pious Man doubted of, or 
were intended to be dwelt on in this 
Difcourfe any further, than as it leads 

the 
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the Way to thofe which follow. TIicSerm. 
next of which is, IX. 

IL That therefore all fuch pious '^V^J 
Helps and Expedients as conduce to 
this great End, are to be laid hold of > 
particularly thofe which the Text points 
out to us, vocal and injlrumental Har* 
mony: The Ufe of theft in divine Ser- 
vice I fhall now recommend and ju'Tify, 
from this Confideratioh ; that they do, 
when wifely employed and managed, 
contribute extremely to awaken the 
Attention, and enliven the Devotion of 
all ferious and fincere Chriftians ; and 
their Ufefulnefs to this End will ap* 
pear on a double Account, as they 
remove the ordinary Hinder ances of 
Devotion , and as they fupply us fur- 
ther with fpecial Helps and Advantages 
towards quickening and improving it. 

By the melodious Harmony of the 
Church, the ordinary Hinder ances of 
Devotion are removed, particularly 
thefe three \ that Engagement of Thought 
which we often bring with us into the 
Church from what we laft converted 
with; thofe accidental Dijtr anions that 

Vol. IL R may 
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SERM.may happen to us during the Courfe of 
IX. divine Service; and that IVearinefs and 

t/ " vv Flatnefs of Mind , which fome weak 
Tempers may labour under, by Reafon 
even of the Length of it. 

When we come into the San&uary 
immediately from any worldly Affair, 
(as our very Condition of Life does, 
alas ! force many of us to do) we come 
ufually with divided and alienated 
Minds. The Bufinefs, the Pleafure, or 
the Amufement we left , fticks faft to 
us ; and perhaps engroffes that Heart 
for a Time, which fliould then be ta- 
ken up altogether in fpiritual Addreffes. 
But as foon as the Sound of the facred 
Hymns ftrike us, all that bufy Swarm 
of Thoughts prefently difperfes : By a 
grateful Violence we are forced into 
the Duty that is going forward, and as 
indevout and backward as we were be- 
fore, find our felves 01^ the fudden 
feized with a facred Warmlfch, ready to 
cry out with holy David; my Heart is 
fixed, O God^ my Heart is fixed, I will 
fing, and give Praife. Our Mifapplica- 
tion of Mind, at fuch Times, is often 

fo 
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fo great, and we fo deeply immerfed inS e a. m, 
it, that there needs fome very ftrong IX- 
and powerful Charm to roufe us from ^^^ 
it ; and perhaps nothing is of greater 
Force to this Purpofe, than the folemn 
and awakening Airs of Church MuficL 

For the fame Reafon, thofe acciden- 
tal Diftrdflions that may happen to us, 
during the Courfe of the Service, are 
alfo beft cured by it. The ftrmgejl 
Minds, and beft pra&ifed in holy Du- 
ties, may fometimes be furprized into 
a Forgetfulnefs of what they are about, 
by fome violent outward Impreflions j 
and every flight Occafion will ferve to 
call off the Thoughts of no lefs willing, 
though much weaker Woffhippers. 
Thofe that come to fie^ and to be feeft 
here, will often gain their Point, will 
draw and detain for a while the fiyes 
of the Curious, or the Unwary, A 
Pajffage in the (acred Story read, an 
Expreffion ufed in the common Forms 
of Devotion, fhall raife a foreign Re- 
flexion perhaps in mufing and fpecu- 
lative Minds, and lead them on from 
R x Thought 
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SERM.Thought to Thought, and Point to 
IX. Point, till they are bewildered in their 

{ ^y > ^' own Imaginations. Thefe and an Hun- 
dred other Avocations will arife, and 
prevail; but when the Inftruments of 
Praife begin to found, our Jcattered 
Thoughts prefently take the Alarm, 
return to their Poft, and to their Duty* 
preparing, and arming themfelves a- 
gainft their fpiritual Jjfailants. 

Laftly, Even the Length of the Ser- 
vice itfelf becomes an Hinderance fome- 
times to the Devotion , which it was 
meant to feed and raife: For (alas!) 
we quickly tire in the Performance of 
holy Duties; and as eager and unwea- 
ried as we are in attending upon fecu- 
Jar BuQnefs, and trifling Concerns, yet 
in divine Offices, I fear, the Expoftula- 
tion of our Saviour is applicable to moft 
of us. What I can ye not watch with me 
one Hour? This Infirmity is relieved, this 
Hinderance prevented or removed, by 
the fweet Harmony that accompanies fe- 
veral Parts of the Service, and return- 
ing upon us at fit Intervals, keeps our 
3 Atten- 
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Attention up to the Duties when wcSerm. 
begin to flag, and makes us infenfible IX. 
of the Length of it. Happily therefore, 
and wifely is it fo ordered, that the 
Morning Devotions of the Church, 
which are much the longeft, fhould 
Jhare alfo a greater Proportion of the 
Harmony which is fo ufeful to enliven 
them. 

But its Ufe flops not here, at a bare 
Removal of fome of the ordinary Impe- 
diments to Devotion ; it fupplies us alfo 
with fpecial Helps and Advantages to- 
wards furthering and improving it. 
For it adds Dignity and Solemnity to the 
publick Worfhip; itfweetly Influences 
and raifes our Paflions, while we aflifl: 
at it; and makes us do our Duty with 
the greateft Pleafure and Chearfulnefs ; 
all which are very proper and powerful 
Means, towards creating in us that 
holy Attention and Ere&ion of Mind, 
which I have fhewn to be the moft 
reafonable Part of this our reafonable 
Service. 
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Sprm. Such is our Nature, that even the 

IX. beft Things, and moft worthy of our 

<-/ ^ v>J Efl:eem, do not always employ and de- 

tain our Thoughts, in Proportion to 

their real Value, unlefs they be fet off 
and greafned by fome ojutward Cir- 
cumftances, which are fittecj to raife 
Admiration and Surprize in the Breaft$ 
of thofe who hear, or behold them. 
And this good Effect is wrought in us 
by the Power oif acred Mufick. To it 
we, in good Meafure, owe the Digni- 
ty and Solemnity of our fnblick PVorfbip ; 
which elfe, I fe^r, in its natural Sim- 
plicity and Plainnefs, would not fo 
ftrongly ftrike, or fo deeply afFefl: the 
Minds, as it ought to do, of the Slug- 
gifh and Inattentive, that is, of the far 
greateft Part of Mankind. But when 
Voices and Injlruments are skilfully a- 
dapted to it, it appears to us in a ma- 
jeftick Air and Shape, and gives us very 
awful and reverent Impreflions ; which, 
while they are upon us, it is impof- 
fible for us not to be fixed and com- 
pqfed to the utmoft, We are then in 

the 
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the fame State of Mind, that the de-SERitf. 
vout Patriarch was, when he awoke IX. 
from his holy Dream ; and ready with C/VXJ 
him to fay to our felves; Surely thes™ : . 
Lord is in this Place, and I knew it not.™ 1 "' 1? ' 
How dreadful is this Place / This is none 
other but the Houfe of God, and this is the 
Gate of Heaven. 

Further, the Availablenefs of Harmo- 
ny to promote a pious Difpofition of 
Mind will appear, from the great In- 
fluence it naturally has on the Pajfions^ 
which when well dire&ed, and rightly 
applied, are the Wings and Sails of 
the Mind, that fpeed its PafTage to Per- 
fe£Uon, and are of particular and re- 
markable Ufe in the Offices of Devoti- 
on : For Devotion confifts in an Afcent 
of the Mind towards God, attended 
with holy Breathings of Soul, and a 
divine Exercife of all the Pajfions and 
Powers of the Mind. Thefe Pajfions 
the Melody of Sounds ferves only to 
guide, and elevate towards their pro- 
per Objeft : Thefe it firft calls forth, and 
encourages, and then gradually raifes 

R 4 and 
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SERM.and inflames. This it docs to all of 
IX. them, as the Matter of the Hymns 

fV"^ fung gives an Occafion for the employ- 
ing them ; but the Power of it is chief- 
ly feen in advancing that moft heaven* 
ly Paffion of Love, which reigns al- 
ways in pious Breafts, and is the fureft 
and moft infeparable Mark of true Devo- 
tion; which recommends what we do 
in Vertue of it to God, and makes it re^ 
lifting to ourfelves\ and without which, 
all our fpiritual Offerings, our Prayers 
and our Praifes, are both infipid and 
unacceptable. At this our Religion 
begins, and at this it ends; it is the 
iweetcft Companion and Improvement 
of it here upon Earth, and the very 
Earned: andForetafteof Heaven: Of the 
Pleafures of which nothing further is 
revealed to us, than that they confift 
in the Praftice of Holy Mttfick, and Ho- 
ly hove ; the joint Enjoyment of which 
(we are told) is to be the happy Lot 
of all pious Souls to endlefs Ages. And 
obfervable therefore it is, that that A^ 
fojlle, in whofeBreaft this divine Quali- 
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ty feems moll to have abounded, hasSERj*. 
alfo fpoken the mod advantageoufly IX. 
of Focal and Injlmmental Harmon y T ^^ 
and afforded us the beft Argument 
for the lawful Ufe of it : For fuch I 
account the Defcription which he has 
given us of the Devotions of Angels 
and blefled Spirits, performed by Harps 
and Hymns in the Apocalypfe. A De- 
fcription which, whether real, or me- 
taphorical, yet, belonging to the^ 
evangelical State, certainly implies 
thus much, that whatever is there faid 
to be made ufe of, may now under 
the Gofpei be warrantably, and lauda- 
bly employed. 

And in his Steps trod the holy Mar- 
tyr Ignatius, who probably faw St.Jofm 
in tbe Flefh, and learnt that Leffon of 
divine Love from him, which, after 
his Example, he inculcated every where 
in his Epi/lles; and together with it in- 
ftils into the Churches he writes to a 
Love of Holy Harmony , by frequent 
Allufions and Comparisons drawn from 
th^t Science • which recur oftner in his 

Writings, 
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Serm. Writings, than in thofe of any other 
IX* Ancient whatever, and feem to inti- 

tSV^ mate to us, that the Devotions of the 
Church were fet off with fome kind of 
Melody j even in thofe early Times, not- 
withftanding we ufually place the Rife 
of the Inftitution much lower. 

Would we then have Live at thefe 
Affemblies ? Would we have our Spi- 
rit foftened and enlarged, and made fit 
for the Ulapfes of the divine Spirit ? 
Let us as often as we can , call in to 
our Aid the Afliftances of Muflckj to 
work us up into this heavenly Temper. 
Ail Selfifhnefs and Narrownefs of Mind, 
all Rancor and Peevifhnefs vanifh from 
the Heart , where the Love of divine 
Harmony dwells; as the evil Spirit of 
Saul retired before the Harp of David. 

iSam.xvi.Xhe devotional, as well as the adtivt 

2y part of Religion is we know founded 
in good Nature and one of the beft Signs 
and Caufes of good Nature is, I am fure, 
to delight in fuch pious Entertainments. 

And now it naturally follows from 

hence, (which was the lajl Advantage^ 

* from 
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from whence I propofed to recommend S e r m* 
the 17 fc of Church Mufick) that it makes IX* 
our JDuty, zPleafore, and enables us, by'~^ v>J 
that Means, tq perform it, with the 
utmoft Vigour and Chearfulnefs. It 
is certain, that the more pleafing an 
A&ion is to us, the more keenly and 
eagerly are we usM to employ our 
felves in it, the lefs liable are we, 
while it is going forward, to tire, and 
droop, and be difpirited. So that what- 
ever contributes to make our Devotion 
taking (within fuch a Degree as not at 
the fame Time to diffipate and diftraft 
it) does, for that very Reafon, con^ 
tribute to our Attention and holy 
Warmth of Mind in performing it. 
What we take delight in, we no lon- 
ger look upon as a Task, but return to 
always with Defire, dwell upon with 
Satisfaction, and quit with Uneafinefs. 
And this it was which made holy Da* 
vid exprefs himfelf in fo pathetical a 
Manner concerning the Service of the 
Sanctuary. As the Hart panteth after mi xm. 
the Water-Brooks (fays he) fo panteth my 1 ' 2 * 

Soul 






Or r. 






'J;;!^.'^ 
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Serm Soul after thee, O God. My Soul is a- 
IX. tbirft for God, yea even for the Living 

t^V^ God. When, O whenfhall I come to ap- 
pear before the Prefence of God? Which 
paffionate Wifh, as it certainly pro- 
ceeded from the Pleafure he took in re- 
fleSing on thofe holy Offices, fo I que- 
fton not, but a good Part of that Plea- 
fure arofefrom thefacred Melody which 
accompanied them. For fo he him- 
felf inftru&s us to think of him in ma- 
ny other PaflTages of the Pfaims ; parti- 
cularly where he breaks out into this 

Pfai.hviii. pious Exultation — It is wellfeen, O my 

2 +> 2 5- God, how thou goejl, how thou my God 
and my King goejl in the Sanctuary : 
The Singers go before, the Minjlr els follow 
after ; in the midfi are the T)amfels play- 
ing with the Timbrels. And if the 
Image of that holy §iuire, now only 
prefent to his Memory, gave him fo 
much Pleafure, what Tranfports do we 
think he was under, when he himfelf 
affijled at the Service, and his Ears 
drunk in their holy Strains? 

And 
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And the fame may we obferve to beSE rm. 
th^ Cafe,* 9? to fome of the Fathers of IX. 
the firft Rank, St. Chryfojiom, St.^-^VXl 
fiin, and St. Bafil : As eloquent as they 
naturally were, yet they never appear 
fo eloquent, never put on fuch a Varie- 
ty of Thought and Expreffion, fuch 
an Elevation of Soul,and Style, as when 
they are difcourfing of the Energy, 
and Power of Church Mufick. Could I 
produce to you, th$ Paflages from them 
to this Purpofe, at length, you would 
fay, that Men who fpake thus feeling- 
ly, and with fo much Extafy, of the 
holy Hymns ,and Anthems of the 
Church, when they were at a Viftance 
from them, muft have an Heaven ai- 
med in their Breads, when they par- 
took of them. If therefore the Praifes 
of God, tunefully performed, be natu- 
rally attended with an holy Pleafure, 
that Pleafure, I fay, muft needs pro- 
duce Attention;, a&uate all the Springs, 
and enliven all the Motions of devout 
and heavenly, nay even of earthly, 
and fluggifh Minds. The Ancients do 

fometimes 
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SfiftM.fometimes ufe the l&etaphtfr of an ydfr-* 
IX. ;#j, when they are (peakitig of/ the 

^^^^ joint Devotions put Up to r God iri' the 
Affertibly of his Saints : They fay, we 
there meet together in Troopi to da 
Violence to HeaWn; that we enconi* 
pafs, we befiege the Throne of God, 
and bring fuch an united Force i a$ is 
not to be with flood. And, Ifiippofe, 
we may as' innocently carry on. the 
Metaphor, as they havfe begun it, and 
fay, that Church Muflck, "when decent- 
ly ordered, may have as gi*eat Ufes in 
this 'Army of 'Supplicant's, as the Sound of 
the Trumpet has artiong the Hofts of the 
mighty Men i It equally foufes the Cou* 
rage, equally gives Life, and Vigour, 
and Refolution, and Unanimity to 
thefe holy Affailants: ' \ / 

Thus have I (hewn you, in how 
many feveral Refpe£te Vocal znA Inflru* 
mental Harmony may b6 ferviceable to 
awaken r fix and inflame us in our pub* 
lick Addreffes to "God; and how far 
therefore it recommends itfelf to the 
Approbation and Ufe of all pious Chri- 

ftians, 
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ftians, upon this fingle Consideration :Sb km* 
So that, though the Worfhip now un- IX. 
dec the Gofpet be Spiritual, yet are we L/m> ^ KJ 
not debar'd, on that Account, from 
employing fever al Means and Inftrufnents 
of Worfhip which are not fo. On the 
contrary, from the fpiritud Nature of 
our Worfhip, it follows, that all fuch 
outward Helps and Expedients may and 
ought to be laid hold of, as do really 
aflift and promote the inward Worfhip 
of our Spirits. And for this Reafon 
therefore, among others, the melodi- 
ous Harmony now pra&ifed in our 
Church ought to be continued. 

Till then our Brethren of the Sepa- 
ration can prove, ekher that Muflck has 
not that Influence on the Mind of Man 
as it has been reprefented to have; or 
that the Minds of us Chriftians are 
not fo difpofed to receive its Impref- 
fions, as thofe of other Men, that we 
have not the fame Faculties to be 
wrought upon, theySw^ePaffions to be 
regulated , the fame Dulnefs and Di*- 
ftra&ioa of Mind to be cured j till 

this 
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Serm. this can be iriade out by them, they 
IX. muft allow us to retain thofe Modes of 

t/rvv) Worfhip, which w* and our Forefathers, 
from the Infancy of the Reformation 
down to this Day, have pra&ifed, to 
our great fpiritual Comfort. — Modes 
of Worfhip, which They perhaps, who 
ftand aloof from them, may think, (and 
call fometimes) Rudiments of the haw n 
and weak and beggarly Elements \ but 
which we, by Experience, find and feel 
to be very ftrong and powerful Incen* 

Gal. iv. 9. fives to Godlinefs. 

If Abufes now and then creep into 
this Part of our Worfhip, They fhall 
not be more ready to point them out, 
than we will be to own and reform 
them. If fome flight Inconveniences may 
happen to have arifen from hence, 
which feem to blemifh the Performance 
of our religious Service, far be it from 
us, either to cherilh, or defend them. 
The very beft Things are liable to be 
mifus'd ; and the better the Thing, of- 
tentimes the more liable it is to it. 
However we doubt not, but that, up. 

on 
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on a fair Ballance of Profit and Lofs, itSE rmJ 
will appear, that the few Inconveniences, IX- 
pretended to have arifen from hence, v ^ v ^ sj 
are not to be compared with the many 
and mighty Advantages, that have cer- 
tainly fprung from it ; and that if one 
good Man has been thrown back in his 
Devotions, Hundreds and Thoufands have 
been extremely forwarded by it. 

III. And this is what I fhould now 
more particularly endeavour to prove 
under my third general Head, wherein 
I proposM to fhew, that the Way of 
performing divine Service in the Church 
of England is better fitted to fix our 
Attentions, and raife our Ajfeftions, than 
any other Form of Devotions now pra- 
dtifed in the Chrifiian World *. That it 
enjoys this Advantage, as in feveral o- 
ther Refpe&s , fo particularly in rela- 
tion to a folemn and decent Ufe of 
Church Mufick. But the greateft Part 
of the Matter that would arife on this 

* See the preceding Difcourfe on this Subjett. 

VoL.IL S Head 
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S>p£&i. Head is foreign to the Etefign of the 
IK- D^y, and what is not fo, has in Pact 

l/vrsJ been prevented already ; and neither of 
them can flow Ifp iofifted ig>op, with- 
out depriving you too long of a biet- 
ter and morje fen fible Conviction of the 
^ower of .Church Mufick, than any J 
can fupply you >with. I fhall there- 
fore take this whole Po«it for granted; 
and from thence, in the 

IV. Fourth w& ^<piace, very brief- 
ly, but earnestly exhort you ;to make 
sjour Devotion exemplary in Propostiop 
to thofe <44va%t4g es 9 which you shove 
$U of hers enjoy. Jn vaip will it be for 
us to boafl:, tl#t w£ have extraordi- 
nary Helps to rioward Piety, if our out- 
ward Behaviour ^plainly declares, that 
.we do not w$bp a dye Ufe of them. 
In vain fhall we hqpe^to convince thofe 
that differ from us, of the Decency and 
^Expedience of this Part of our Wor- 
,fhip, and of its great Tendency to fpi- 
ritual Edification ; if they fee that it 
does not really produce thofe good 

Effeds 
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Effe&s ijk as, which wt afcribe to it ;Serm. 
let us fteafon never (b well in this IX. 
Cafe, they will think they have ai> (,/VNJ 
fwer'd our Arguments, if they can hut 
cojtfroa&t them with our Practices* Let 
us *ake »way the Strength of /to Ob- 
je&ian, as well as we can that of all 
the reft\ and then, I am fare, our De- 
votions will foe altogether blameiefs* 
O let all of us, that have any regard 
for the Honour of that Church to 
which we belong, any Zeal for the 
true Interefts of Piety, any real Con- 
cern of Heart on the Account of thofe 
little Niceties, and endlefe Scruples 
that thus unhappily divide us: O let 
all of us, I fay, that are thus affe&ed 
»nd d Hoofed (as all of us, I am fure, 
fhsnld be) refolve, from this Moment, 
lb t4> caxfer our external Deportment in 
the Houfe of God, as may beft enable 
it to reach thofe excellent Ends 1 Let 
no Light and vain Motions, no loofe 
and unfeemly Gefiures be feen upon a- 
ny of us, when we appear in this great 
Prefenctt Let our Ears then liften to 
S ^ nothing, 
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SERM.nothing, but to the folcmn Offerings 
IX. of Prayer and Praife that are then put 
K * r Y SJ up, and liften to them with no other 
Defign, but to affeft our Souls with a 
deep Senfe of them. Let not our Eyes 
lead the Way to our naughty Hearts^ 
and teach them to wander ! But let us 
be all composM throughout into At- 
tention, and awed into a religious Re- 
fpeft and Silence. 

To the Sound of Words ', and the 
Significancy of Geftures, let us join all 
along the fweet Melody of our Hearts; 
compleating the holy Confort, we affift 
at, by a divine Agreement of Mind and 
Body in the fame A£ts of Adoration, 
and by making all our Worfhip both 
inward and outward exaftly harmonious^ 
and of a Piece ! So fhall we take away 
every Reproach that fhall be caft upon 
our Communion : So fhall we win the 
Hearts, and convince the Judgments, 
of thofe that differ from us : So fhall 
we thoroughly recommend our Wor~ 
Jhip to God, and our/elves by the Means 
of it ! In a Word, fo fhall we make 

the 
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the Devotions of this our Church M-Serm. 
litant here on Earth, the lively Image IX. 
of thofe of the Church Triumphant in - / ~V > ° 
Heaven. 

To a blejfed Participation of which, may 
God of his infinite Mercy bring us, &c. 
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Of Anxiety and Sollkitude. 
A 

SERMON 

Preached at 

Weftminfter -Abby. 



Matth. vi, Part of the 34 th Verfe. 

■ ■ Take no Thought for the 

Morrow. 

p HIS is Part of our Saviour's S e rm, 
|f Sermon on the Mount; X. 
wherein he propofed a fhort ^SY\l 
Sum of Chriftian Do£trine, 
in Oppofition to the falfe Maxims, and 
corrupt Notions of Morality, that then 

obtained 
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SERM.obtained in the World. And indeed ' 
X. all the Precepts he there laid down, 

k^VNJ though highly reafonable in themfelves, 
were yet fo diftant from the common 
Opinions, and Pra&ice, of the Jews, 
that we are not to wonder, if (as St, 

Matt vii. Matthew informs us) when he had end- 

**' ed thefe Sayings, the Multitude was afto- 
nifbed at his Doctrine : For they had 
heard nothing like it from their Tea- 
chers, the Scribes' and Pharifees. And, 
perhaps, no one Branch of it was 
more furprizing to that worldly-mind- 
ed People, immersM deeply in the 
Cares of Life, and hi a feftlefs Con- 
cern for earthly Things, than the Rule 
given by him in the Text — Take no 
Thought for the Morrow. A Rule 
which even to Chrijlutn Ears may feem 
fomewhat harfh at firft Hearing ; and 
will therefore deferve to be a little ex- 
plained, in order to its becoming 
a fare Foundation of Duty, and the 
proper Subjeft of thofe Retifonings and 
Exhortations, with which I jttopdfe to 
enforce it. 

Take 
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Take no Thought for the Morrow. Serm. 
The Meaning of out Saviour, in X. 
thefe Words, cannot be, that we are to ^^VN 
live at Random, fecure and carelefs of 
whatever may befall us ; that we are 
not to look into the Confequences of 
our own, or other Mens A&ions, nor 
endeavour any ways to forefee, and 
prevent approaching Dangers: That 
we are to make no manner of Provi- 
fion for future Events, to lay up no- 
thing, and concern our felves aboijt 
nothing, but what is prefent, and im- 
mediately before us : For this is ncf 
Fart of the Ghara&er eitther of a wife^ 
&t good Mto, nor agreeable to many 0- 
tilftr Rules* and Directions given us iti 
ftdly Scripture. Dbubtlefe, Sagacity irr 
difcerniug, and a prudent Foreeaft to*. 
l#ards declining Evils, are not only all- 
owable, but commendable Qualities J 
frugality and Diligence are certainly 
Virtues : And therefore the prudent Man 
& thus defcribed by Solomon, that foProv.xxii. 
fmfeeth the Evil and hidethhimfelf: And 3 * 
f!he Ant is recommended to us, as a 

Pattern 
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Serm. Pattern of Providence and Parfimony ; 
X. Go to the Ant) thou Sluggard , cmjider 

PWL6. her Ways, and be wife. Even our Savi- 
our had a Bag, wherein there was pro- 
bably a Supply for more than one Day; 
as he allows us to forefee Perfecutions 
at aDiftance, and to efcape them by 
an early Flight; fo he himfelf took that 
Method of declining them, and cannot 
therefore be fuppofed to condemn what 
he frequently pradtifed. But his Mean- 
ing plainly is, to forbid fuch a. Care and 
Concern for future Accidents, as is at- 
tended with UheofinefSy T>ijlruft y and 
Vefpondency ; fuch a Degree of Thought- 
fulnefs y as takes up, and dejefts, and 
diftra£ts the Mind. We are not too 
curioufly to pry into the remote Iffues 
of Things, nor to perplex and afflift our 
felves with the Forethought of imagined 
Dangers : We are not to guard againft 
Want by an eager anxious Purfuit of 
Wealth, nor be fo careful in providing 
Supplies for the Neceflities of this Life, 
as to forget that we are defignM for 
another. In this Senfe we are obliged to 

take 
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take no Thought for the Morrow. AndSERM. 
indeed this is the Senfe which the O^-J^ 
ginal naturally carries: For what our { - y ^ r% * 
Verfion renders by taking Thought, is 
in the Greek, a Word of much greater 
Force and Compafs, fignifying a reft- 
lefs Soliicitude, and Diftratfion of 
Thought ; and by the Morrow, is not 
meant the very next T>ay only, but, ac- 
cording to the Import of the Eaftern 
Phrafe, all the Time to come, any fu- 
ture Event , at what Diftance foever. 
The Defign of the Text therefore is, to 
prohibit all anxious and perplexing 
Cares ; whether as to the good Things 
of Life, the Neceffaries and firft Con- 
veniences of it, how we fhall be fur- 
nilhed with them; or, whether as to 
the ill Things, the poflible Dangers , 
and diftant Evils of Life, how we fhall 
bear them. A Difeafe very incident to 
good and virtuous Minds, when they 
happen to be a little tin&ured with 
Melancholy ; and very apt, where it 
gets PofTeflTion, to poyfon all the En- 
joyments of Life, and even to make 

Life 
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Serm. Life it felf fomotimcs a Burthen to the 
X. Owner, It has been known, when an 

^SV^ exceffive Love of fame earthly Good 
[as perhaps of a near and dear ReUtm, 
or Friend'] has in tender Tempers rai- 
fed fuch a Dread of lofmg that Hap- 
pinefs, as hath been more than equal to 
the Pleafure they took in enjoying k. 
And there have been Inftances of thofe 
who, under all the Affluence and Plen- 
ty in the World, have fancied to them- 
felvfes fome Accident, that might rob 
them at once of all they poflefied ; and 
have by fuch an imaginary Scene made 
themfelves as truly miferable, as if k 
were real Nor is it an unufual Thing 
for Men to be influenced fo far, by Re- 
flexions on fuch foffible Accidents as 
thefe, as to fhut up their Hands and 
their Bowels to the Poor, and to think 
themfelves excufed from relieving o- 
ther Mens Wants, left they themfelves 
fhould one Day want what they are 
invited to beftow. However fhould 
fome of thefe be thought rare Cafes, 
yet nothing is more common , than to 

fee 
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fee Men, who areat Eafe, tfifquietingSERitf. 
themfelves with remote Frofpsfts, and X- 
with the vain Fear of future .Evils. (/YN ^ 

Efpecially if they live in doubtful 
and diftratted T«nes when the Spirit 
of Diffeofion reigns openly, and Par- 
ties of Men are loud and violent a- 
gainft each other : Then they fink un^ 
der the fad View of Things, and are 
ever fearing themfelves with the Fore- 
thought of the very worft that can be- 
fell theaiielves, or others, particular 
Families, or Cities, Churches or King- 
doms. To theft, (and to all fuch as 
thefe) we may prefunie that our ble£ 
fed Lord directs the Precept of the 
Text — Take no Thought for the Mor- 
row. It (hall be my JBufinefs to fhew, 
both the Evil) and the Unreafonablenefs 
of fuch anxious Thoughts \ and how lit- 
tie they are to be juftified, either in 
Point of Piety or Prudence. 

The Evil of them lyes in theft Par- 

ticulars ;— that they are oppofite to fe- 

veral plain Precepts of holy Wrijt; — - 

that they often invade the peculiar Pro- 

8 vince 
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SERM.?;iwtf and Prerogative Of God, and arc 
X. always built on a fecret Diftruji of his 
t/ ^ VNJ Providence. 

Several exprefs Commands there are 
in Scripture of the fame Import with 
that of the Text : Be careful for nothing 
Phil fr. 6 (fays 'St. Paul) ; but in every Thing, by 
Prayer and Supplication, with Thankjgiv- 
ing, let your Requeftsbe made known unto 
God: Cajl all your Care upon him (fays 
i Pet. v. 7 g t> p e t er j for he careth for you : Commit 
pf.xxxvii.^ ffr a y unto the Lord (fays good Da- 
5 * vid) truft in htm, and hefhall bring it to 

pafs. Can a Man tranfgrefs thefe Com- 
mands, without Guilt; or entertain any 
Degree of Anxiety without tranfgref- 
fingthem? 

Indeed, when we indulge our felves 
too far in thefe melancholy Prefages, 
and pretend to fee a great Way off, the 
Evils that fhall happen to us, we are 
guilty of Impiety on another Account; 
inafmuch as we proudly and arrogant- 
ly pretend to what doth not lye with- 
in the Compafs of our Knowledge, and 
affeft to partake with the Almighty in 

one 
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one of his great Attributes. Secret Se km. 
Things belong unto the Lord our God : X. 
He alone, who orders, and difpofes D ^ /XJ 
Futurities, can forefee them at a D/-xxix.29. 
fiance: But Man is a fhort*fighted, and 
blind Creature ; and never more blind, 
than when he pretends to fee fartheft, 
and to fet up for Prophefying. It is the 
kind Defign of God , to wrap up 
Things to come in Clouds and Dark- 
nefs, left we fhould arrive at the 
Knowledge of that, which, when 
known, would certainly trouble us. 
The Scheme of fucceffive angry Provi- 
dences, by which God mufi govern a 
wicked World, would be fo terrible 
and amazing a Sight, that, in Pity to 
us, God has fhortened and bounded 
our View. And what Madnefs, what 
Wickednefs is it then, to pry curioufly 
into fhofe Arcana of Providence, which 
we can never find out, and which were 
hidden from us on Purpofe that we 
might not find them out ? Secret Things 
belong unto the Lord our God; but thofe 
that are reveaVd } belong unto us and to 

T our, 
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S b r > <wr Children: And one of thefe revealed 
X* Truths is, the wife Aphorifm of the 

{y ^ r ^ Tex£ r 2*& no thought for the Mor- 
row. 

That fudi Anxiety is Irreligious, will 
farther appear, if weconfider it as built 
always, on, a feeret Diftruji of God ? s 
Goodmfs towards us^ ajid perpetual. 
fffafchfulntfs over- us* It hath indeed 
fpmewh^t of the -• Nature* of Infidelity; 
and therefore our Saviour applies him- 
fejf tq T thofe who give way to it under 
f&rCompellation, O ye\of : tittle Faith / 
Did we repofe an entire Confidence in> 
God ; were we thoroughly perfuadedi. 
that he is as ready, as he is able, to do, 
every Thing that is needful for us$ and 
that, without his Permjffiojnt and Ap* 
pointroent, no Snare can entrap us* no 
Calamity can crufh us, no Evil can ap- 
proach to hurt us ; had we always up* 
on our Minds, I fay, a deep and live- 
ly Senfe of thefe Truths> it were im* 
poflible that a Concern? for future B* 
vents (hould much difquiet us; we 
(hould certainly, according to the Ad- 
8 vice 
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vice of St. Peter, cafi otir Care uponSi^^ 
God, if we in gbbd Earneft believed, X\ 
that he cared' for m. I do not fay, that • / ' V>J 
fubh a Perfiiafion would render us in- 
different to all Events, and wholly un- 
concerned at the probable Approach of 
ini pending Dahgers : But it Would in- 
good Meafure tatter off the Edge arid 1 
Sting of our Forebodings; it wt>uld 
compote and calm us into a patient 
Refighatidn of oiiF (elves to the diving 
Will and^Appoihtriieht; it would makt* 
las hope the beft 1 that there is room to 
hop6 in every Cafe, and etfped the' 
wtirft' that could:- happen' with 1 Tran- 
quillity and EvfcnfteTs. 

By the Light of NTatuf & We learn; 
G6d'is infinitely* Wife and good: And 
what' gfreate'r Security cah we have, 
than to be undet the frote&ion of in- 
finite Wifdom atift Gbbdnefs? Ought , 
we iri'reafon to difturb ourfelves with, 
an eagfer'Defire of pdffeflifig what infi- 
nite Gdodnefs fhallbe pleafed to lay* 
upon us? Do we not know, and feel, 
that we depfend upon God, originally' 
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SERM.fbr what we are, and every Moment for 
X. his continued Prefervation? That in 

^^^Vhim we live, move, and have our Being? 

23. And can we dpubt, whether he, who 
gave us the greater Gift, Being it felf, 
will afford us the Lefs, whatever is ab- 
folutely requifite to our Well-being*. 
The Argument is our Saviour's 

Mutt. vi. Take noYhought (fays he) for your Life, 

2S ' what ye Jhall eat, nor yet for your Body 
what ye Jhall, put on : Is not the Life more 
than Meat, and the Body than Rayment? 
The- fame plain Leffon we learn alfo 
from the Observation of God's perpe- 
tual Care and Providence over the fe- 
veral Ranks of lower and lefs noble 
Creatures, over the Birds of the Air, 
and the Beafts of the Field, and the ve- 
ry Plants that flourifh on the Face of 

pfai. civ. the Earth ? Thefe all wait upon him, 

27 ' who giveth them their Meat in due Seafon. 
He feeds them within, and he clothes 
them without, either ufefully, or fplen- 
didly, as feemeth beft to him, his over- 
flowing Bounty fupplies them with 
whatever is fuitable to their Natures, 
* and 
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and Wants : He ppeneth his Hands, andSERM. 
filleth all Things living with Good. And X. 
lhall he, who provides thus liberally - / " v " xj 
for inferior Beings, negleft any JVays to 
take Care of Man, the Heir of all his 
Bleflings, and Lord of the Creation ? 
Thus hath the fame divine Preacher, 
with admirable Simplicity and Force, ar- 
gu'd in the fame Chapter. Conjider the M*tth. \i 
Fowls of the Air (fays he) for they fow z6 ' 
not^ neither do they reap, nor gather into 
Barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeih 
them : Are ye not much better than thty ? 
And why take ye Thought for Rayment ? * 28, 29, 
Conjider the Lillies of the Field, how they 3 °- 
grow : They toil not, neither do they fpin; 
and yet I fay unto you, that Solomon, in 
all his Glory, was not arrafd like one of 
theft. Wherefore if God fo clothe the 
Grafs of the Field, which to Day is, and 
to Morrow is cafi into the Oven, /hall he 
not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
Faith? 

But I forbear to enlarge farther on 
this Point, that I may have room for 
thofe Confutations that belong to my 
T 3 II- Se- 
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to 
X* II. Secoyd general Htfld, ^n^er^hjch 

t/ " Yx; I propofed to ,ftie;w, that an ^nxipus 
Concern for to Morrpw, is ^s deftkute 
of all Pretences to Wtfddip y a$ Good- 
ttfs. 

A Cenfurc, that Mrill not eaftly be 
allowed! Since the looking forward 
to the probable Events of Things hath 
t>een ever efleemed one of the iirft and 
chiefeft Jnftances of Prudence / Jt hath fo, 
and with gpod Reafon; when that Sa- 
gacity is employed in a proper Mmr«T<> 
and within its due Bounds \ when it 
gives the Mind a calm and cle^r Fore- 
fight of the Difficulties it is likely to 
meet with, and leayes it at Liberty, 
under that V iew, to prepare it felf je- 
yery way for the Encounter : But jyhen 
it ferves only to difarxn ps of our Cou- 
rage, and to deprive us of our $Leaf<W; 
to create Vexations to u$, and {p mul- 
tiply Dangers ; it is then the v$ry %qI t 
ly of Foolijhnefs, as may appear fttym the 
enfuing Reflexions. For 

i. The 
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*. The Task we fet otir felves in this S k r m. 
Qtfe, is ihfinite and endlefs. And af- X. 
ter all will not anfwer the De/tgpfov /V>J 
"which it is intended. He, who makes 
uncertain May-be y s the Obje& of his 
Concern, has taken Care to fupply his 
Mind with perpetual Matter of Dif- 
quiet; Has pitchM upon a fruitful Sub- 
)e8t of Uneafinefs, which can never be 
exhaufted. The poflible Evils and 
Calamities of Life are without Num- 
ber ; and in vain therefore fhould We 
attempt to reckon them up : Or, could we 
number them, it would be a ftill vain- 
er Attempt, to forecaft with our felves 
particularly how we might avoid 
them : Which yet is perhaps the only 
wife Reafdn that can be given for our 
mufing much upon them. Did the Af- 
fairs of this World proceed in an even 
and regular Courfe, fo that we might 
eafily trace Effefts from their Caufes, 
and judge furely of the future by the 
prefint ; it might be reafonableand pru- 
dent often to employ our Thoughts 
and Concern on Times and Things at 
T 4 a Di- 
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SERM.a Diftance, and endeavour to forefee, 
IX. what were poffible to be forefeen, in or- 

^"^ de^fo make the wifeft Ufe and Advan- 
tages of it. But alas! We have no 
fure Clue to guide us in fuch Searches 
as thefe : The Events of Life are to the 
utmoft Degree uncertain, and depend of. 
ten on tucYifecret Springs and Motions, 
as lye without the Reach of our Ob- 
fervation ; and therefore fall out often 
fo crofly, and fo contrary to common 
Rules, that it is but loft Labour to 
draw long Schemes before-hand, and 
form nice Conje&ures upon them. / 

Ecci. \x. returned and faw under the Sun (fays a 
very experienced Obferver) that the 
. Race is not to the Swift , nor the Battle 
to the Strong^ neither yet Riches to Men of 
Underflanding, nor yet Favour to Men of 
Skill; but Time and Chance happeneth to 
them all There is fcarce any Man per- 
haps, who is notfenfible, that the grea- 
teft Turns that have happened to him 
in his Fortunes, have been owing to 
fuch lucky Hits, and to fuch a Set of 

confpiring 
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confpiring Circtimftances, as he could Serm. 
not any ways have forefeen y nor can yet IX. 
account for : And few there are, I be- iy ^ >J 
lieve, who have not by the fame hap- 
py Coincidence of Things, without 
their Fore-knowledge, or Care, efcaped 
great Dangers. And what therefore is 
, fo very uncertain, as future Events are, 
ought not to be the Objeft of any great 
Concern or Paflion. But were it pofi 
fible to guefs at a remote Event with 
fome Degree of Affurance , yet it is 
impoffible to know, whether we our- 
felves fhall live to fee it. It may hap- 
pen, as we prefage : But, e'er it hap- 
pens , we may be fnatch'd from the 
World: And that is all one to us, as 
if it were never to happen at all. And 
why then, fhould fuch a . fhort-Uv'd 
Thing as Man, lengthen his Cares to 
no Purpofe ? Why fhould a Creature 
of to Day take Thought for the Mor~ 
row? 

Either the Evil we fear, will come, 
or it will not. If it will, then the Say- 
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ScRM.ingof our Lord takes Pkce, Jufficknt 
^^S vf &* ®*y> ^tfoat is for the ©ay of Vi- 
^^^fitation) is the Evil thenetf: ft h %me 
enough to bear it, when <k doth 'befal 
us; Irat it is unpa^onaible Folly to in- 
vite it to tarn and torment m before <our 
Time ; to add imaginary -to artem A-ffii- 
Aioas, and to fuffer a Thing a Thou- 
fimd Tunes .over in our Thoughts, be- 
caufewemuft onzfofFer it in Reality. 
But if it wHl mtf come, then our iRwr 
of it is our only Evil: And furely fitch 
a Fear is Vanity and Vexation of Sprit in 
the utoaoft Propriety of the Expreffion. 
Anxiety of Mind, therefore, makes us 
feel a Thoufand Affli&ions, which will 
never overtake us, and multiplies thofe 
which certainly will. And how can a 
worfe Chara&er poffibly be given of 
any Thing, that fets up for Prudence? 
Nay, 

x. It not only multiplies Evils, but 
lakes away from us the Power either 
to efcapCy or bear them; renders us in- 
capable of ufing thofe Methods ofPre- 
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mention, which are requifite to wardSsRM* 
the JBlow, or of fufFering what we can- X. 
not prevent, with Decency an<J Pati- - / V N * 
cijce. This is plain, that the worft 
Thing in the World, to advife with, in 
Cafe of Pangers, prefent or future, is 
a feared Imagination : For that difturbs 
and diforders a Man's Thoughts to fuch 
a Degree, th^t he cannot calmly confi- 
der what is fitteft to be done, in Order 
to avoid the Thing he fears; and it de- 
prives hin> alfo of that Prefence and 
Firmnefs of Mind, which fhould fup- 
port him yii)fler what is unavoidable. 

That very Trembling, and ^tfeak- 
nefs, which proceeds from too quick a 
Senfe of approaching Danger, takes 
*way from a Man the Ufp of thofe 
Liffrbs, which fliould help him, either 
tp grapple with it, or to decline it* 

When thou art affli&jng thy felf, 
therefore, with fad Omens and Prefa- 
ges, and ^pplawUng thy ownJPifdm 
and Fyrtfight in fo doing, remember the 
Decifion of one, who was certainly 

wife. 
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Serm.^/]?, and who has told thee, that the 
X. Fear of Man bringeth a Snare \ but he that 
^^jruJiethintheLordyJhailbefafe. Again, 
*5- 3. This Concern for Futurity robs us 

of all the Eafe and the Advantages* 
which might arife from a proper and 
difcreet Ufe of: the prefent Moment- 
Certainly, the greateft Pleafure, on this 
Side Heaven, lies, in an even and fe- 
rene, a calm , compofed , and fteddy 
Mind ; that is inwardly at reft, and, by 
Confequence, at Leafure to enjoy all 
outward Comforts ; that hopes the beft, 
and is prepared for the worft ; enjoys 
the prefent, and is not anxioufly con- 
cerned for the future. Such a Temper 
of Mind is the greateft Blefling God 
can beftow upon a Man, becaufe it 
gives the Tafte and Relifh to all other 
Bleflings ; and therefore the greateft 
Folly a Man can be guilty of, is, to 
part with it upon any Account ; and to 
quit a certain Tranquillity now, out of 
the vain Fear of being robbed of it, 
fome time, or other. Further, 

4-'Tis 
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4. 'Tis very unreasonable to difquietSERM. 
our felves about difiant Evils ; it often X. 
happening that the Prefence of the ( *' rYNJ 
Things themfelves, fuggefts better Ex- 
pedients, wifer and quicker Counfels 
to us, than all our Wifdom and Fore- 
thought at a Diftance can do. The 
Morrow (fays our Lord) jhali take 
Thought for the Things of itfelf i. e. it 
fhall bring along with it a Pdwer and 
Strength of Mind, anfwerable to its 
Neceflities, a Frame of Spirit every 
Way fuited to our Circumftances and 
Occafions. Thus Sickne/s (as one well 
obferves) " doth of itfelf produce in 
" us fuch a Temper, as is fitted to that 
" Tryal ; it makes us afFeft Privacy and 
" Silence, which conduce to our Re- 
" covery, and gi^es us fuch a Seriouf- 
" nefs, and Readinefs to fubmit to 
" good Advice, as is agreeable to the 
"Dangers that attend it. And thus 
*' Necejfity and Want infufe into the Soul 
" that Decency of Behaviour, that 
" Carefulnefs to watch proper Oppor- 

" tunities 
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Serm." tunirics, that Courtefie and Elo- 
X. u qucnce of Speech, which no Preme- 

t^W*« ditation can furnilh, and proves a 
u kind of Inf^irationi." Trouble not 
thy felf , therefore, about what is to' 
come: for when it is conie, it Ihall ei* 
thev find, or nfakt thee ready to under- 
go it: To MorYotoJbatttahe ThoiigWfbr 
the Things of itfelf; and why then 
fliouldft thou be at a netdkfs Expetiee' 
of Thought before-hand? 

To thefe feveral Accounts of the '-RL 
Jy and UtrmtfoHablenefs of anxious and' 
tormenting Cares, give me Leavefta 
add one more; and I have done* 

That, he who indulges thettij for- 
feits his Intereft in the divine Providence' 
and Protection; and that is a Loft, for 
which all ' the Wifdorii, and SM^ and 
Forefigift in the World can make no A- 
mends. He that : terrifies himfelf wieh* 
the- Apprehenfion of futwrt Evils, de- 
clares, in Effedtj that he doth not ab- 
folutely rely upon God for hisordering, 
and difpofing them. An*be, wtio doth 

not 
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not absolutely trait* God. with all hisS»RM. 
ConcewiSj has no. Right to his Prote&i- X. 
on, and Defence, no Reafon to txpeSt'^^^ 
hist Support and\ Affiftance ; but is left 
tor work out every Thing; as well as he 
can, by the Dint olfecmtt Caufes, by 
his own Parts, Policy, and Prudence. 
And how wretched is his Cafe, who 
has.brought his Affairs to thatPafs, as 
to be deprived^ of his beft* and v faithful- 
left Counfellor, his moftV kind and po- 
tent Friend^ and; to Uve^ a* it were* 
without Gad; in thetWorM? It is & fearful^- *• 
Thing to. fall into the, Hoods of the' living* 1 ' 
God, fays the Apoftle: Andfurely, next 
to that, it is a fearful Thing to. take- 
our fehres <w* of his Hands j and to ex- 
empt our felves from his Care* which ; 
he is in good Conftru£*on fuppofed to 
da, who fets himfelf with any Degree 
of SolUcitude to take Thought, fir the Mor~ 
row. 

Let all of us who are convinced of ' 
the Reafonablenefs of thefe Speculations^ 
put them immediately in Practice: leti 

us 
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Serm.us even to Day, while it is called to Day $ 
X- thfow off all Anxiety and Concern for 

^ r ^ SJ to Morrow! If we heartily believe the 
Dottrine of divine Providence, let us 
fhew our Faith by dur Works \ let us 
live, as if we did believe it; induftri- 
oufly indeed, warily, wifely; becaufeby 
thefe Means we are to intitle our felves 
to the Prote&ion of God ; but withal, 
unconcernedly, chear fully, refignedly, as 
knowing, that we are fecure of his Pro- 
tection when we ftand in Need of it. 
tet us behave our felves like dutiful 
Children under the Guidance of a wife 
and gracious Parent, who, we are fa- 
tisfied, loves us, and will, as he thinks 
fit, and fees beft, provide for us; and 
therefore we fell into all his Commands 
and Directions with an implicit Obedi- 
ence, and trouble our felves with no- 
thing farther, but only to do the Duty 
which he hath appointed us, in our fe- 
veral Places and Stations. Let us cajl 
all our Care upon him, for he caret h 
for us. 

Nay, 
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Nay, fhould he at any Time feemSERM. 
to withdraw his Favour and the Light X. 
of his Countenance from us; fhould he ^^^ 
bring us into the Pit and the Sn are ,. and 
lay Trouble upon our Loins , fuffer the 
Malice of our Enemies, or (which is 
worfe) the Treachery of our Friends to 
prevail againft us; let not this itfelf 
dejeft us, or fhake the- firm Repofe of 
our Minds; but let us ft ill exprefs our 
felves in the fame refolved Manner that 
Job did, under his fevere Trials ; while job xxvii. 
/ live, will I not remove mine Integrity 5 " 
from me; though he flay me, yet will I 
truft in him: Let us, even at fuch a 
Time, take up Words of holy Affu- 
rance, with Habakkuk , and fay, y?/-Hab. iij; 
though the Rg-tree /hall not blojfom, net- 1 " 1 
ther /hall Fruit be in the Vines; the La~ 
tour of the Olive /hall fail, and the Fields 
/hall yield no Meat ; the Flocks /hall be 
cut of from the Fold, and there /Jo all be 
no Herd in the Stalls: Tet I will rejoice in 
the Lord j I will joy in the God of my Sal- 
vation. 

Vol.IL U Could 
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Serm. Could we br iag our felvesonce to this 
X* diving Temper of Soul, could we work 

L/ ' V>J our feives up into this devout Confi- 
dence, all th* Turns and VicfcfStudes 
of human Affairs, all the Strokes' of iK 
Fortune, which we fed or fear, would 
fit light and eafy upon our Minds : In 
the midft of Confufton and Troubles, 
of Evils imminent, or already come ; 
of real, or fancied Dangers ; wemig^t 
be even and ferene; pofftyfiug our Sb*h 
in Patience, and the good' Things of 
Life with Flea/foe; and enjoying the 
prefent Moment, without a Mixture of 
Fears and Difquiets, arifing from near, 
or remote Poffibilitkt: Saying, nay fing* 
ing as the divine Pfdbnift hath taught 
us, <?W is our Hope and Strength, & ve- 
ry prefent Nefy m Time of Trouble; There- 
fore will we not fear, though the Earth 
he moved \ and though tho HUts be carried 
mio the midfi of the Sea ; Though thi Wa- 
ters thereof rage and Jwett, and though 
the Mountains fbake at the Tempeft ef the 
fame ! God is our Hope and Strength, a 
very prefent Help m Ttme of Trouble. 

To 
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To whom, even to the God and jRj-Serm. 
ther of our Lift, the wife Difpenfer of X. 
Good and Evil, the Governour of E- 00 ^ 
vents, and Rock of our Confidence, to- 
gether with his only begotten Son, and 
ever blefled Spirit, be Scribed all Glory 
and Praife, now and for ever f 
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The Wretchednefi of a wavering 
Mind. 



SERMON 

Preached at the 

ROLLS Chapel. 



Gen. xlix. 4. 

Unjlable as Water \ thou JhaU not 
excel. 

[HESE are Part of the$ERM. 
dying Patriarch Jacobs XI. 
Words, when he blefled^V^ 
the Twelve, leaning upon 21. 
the top of his Staff. Of the 
eldeft of thefe (Reuben) the Character 

U 4 he 
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SERM.he gives is contained in the Words I 
XL have read to you ; of which there are 

t/-v ^feveral very different Interpretations. 
I fhall not trouble you with them, but 
take that, which they do moft natural- 
ly and obvioufly bear. And according 
to that, Jacob does in thefe Words feem 
to reprefent Reuben to be of a fickle, 
uncertain, Irrefolute Temper ; not ut- 
terly void of all Propenjions to Good- 
nefs, but incapable of aBing up to them \ 
not without honeft and virtuous Refa- 
ctions, but unable firmly to keep and 
pradtife them. And this being his 
Cafe, he pronounces upon him, that he 
Jhall not excel That is , that he fhall 
never arrive to any Pitch and Perfecti- 
on in Virtue, nor ever command a tho- 
m/g#Efteem and Refpeft from^WMen ; 
that he fhould never be able eminent- 
ly to diftinguiflh himfelf by the Exer- 
cife of thofe good Qualities of Mind, 
which procure Honour and Happinefs 
. . to Men in this World, and in another. ~-~ 
Unfiable as Water, thou Jh a It not excel. 

From 
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From which Words a natural Occa-.S e r m. 
fion will be given me of difcourfmg t0 ^J^ 
you of the ill Condition of that Man, 
who, like Reuben in the Text, being 
unfiable as Water, is diftra&ed between 
t wo Courfes of Life, a good and a bad 
one. The Unhappinefs and Wretchedness 
of which State, after I have fet out and 
proved to you at large, I lhall apply 
my felf to perfuade the Man that is thus 
bewildered, to retrieve himfelf by feri- 
ous Confideration, as foon as he can, 
and to fix a jure Principle of Virtue in 
his Mind, that may guide and govern 
him throughout, and make him uniform- 
ly wife and holy. 

Now the Condition of a Man who 
is divided betweerl two contrary Ways 
of Life, between Virtue and Vice, God- 
linefs and Irreligion, is certainly very 
wretched and deplorable. For he is in 
the meaneft State of Mind that human 
Nature is capable o£ He is perpetu- 
ally reftlefs and uneafy; full of Anxie- 
ty and torment. He lofes all the Ad- 
vantages of this World ; and moft af- 
1 furedly 
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SEKi&furedly forfeits all Pretences to any in 
XL the next, 

Ky ^ r>J 1 . Ftrfi, This doubtful, uncertain Way 
of Living and Thinking proceeds from 
a mean State of Mind, fuch as is be- 
neath the Dignity of human Nature. 

Man was made to difcern and em* 
brace Truth; And, for this Reafon, is 

job.»xii. there a Spirit in hm\ and the hfperttim 

*' of the Almighty bus given him Underjland- 
ing. He has Faculties whereby he may 
diftinguUh between true and folfe, right 
and wrong ; and may fix to himfelf Aire 
Principles of Action. Whien he does 
this, approves what is beft, and fticks 
to what he approves, he does, what he 
was defigned to do, andanfwers the 
End of his Being. When he does not, 
but fuffers himfelf to be fwayed and 
bent different Ways by different Mo- 
tives, and to float under Uncertain- 
ties, then he forfeits the great Prero- 
gative, and the moft diftinguilhing 
Advantage that belongs to the reafma- 
ble Nature. The Scripture therefore 
alloweth not to the Irrefolute and the 

Incon- 
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Inconftant the Name of Men: TheySEEM. 
are faid to be Children tojfed to and fro XL 
vfkb every Wind of Voftrme. They are e^C 
4n the Weaknefs and Nonage of their '4- 
Reafon, which is as yet not improved 
and ripened into its due Strength and 
Maturity. 

The TerfeBim of Man is to be like 
God j for in his own Image created he Gen. 1 
him; to belike God in all his Attri- 
butes, particularly in that glorious one 
of his Immutability; whereby he is, as 
die Scripture fpeaks, without Variable-)™* >• 
*K/5, or Shadow of turning; the farm Te- -ha. as. 
fterday, to Day, and for ever. 8 - 

Now this Immutability of God is two- 
fold, relating either to his Nature, or 
his Pwpofes. The Unchangeablenefs of 
his Nature we have no Room to imi- 
tate: For hedefigned us for a change- 
able State, made us Creatures that were 
to purify our Natures, and exalt them 
by Degrees; till by his laft great and 
glorious Change he fhould tranflate us 
into an immortal and unalterable State, 
and make us eternally the fame in our 

Natures, 
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5 e r M. Natures, and eternally happy in thcExer* 
XL cife of them. But his tmrA Immutability ; 
^^^the Steddinefs of his Counfels, Purpo- 
ses and A&ions, we may in fome Mea- 
fure, and therefore mujt imitate, as for 
as human Frailty will fuffer us* We 
are like him in this Perfe&iori, when 
we get to our felves, by Thought and 
Refle&ion, a firm Perfuafion of the 
eternal Differences of Good and Evil, 
and of that infeparable Dependance 
which Reward and Punifhment have 
upon them ; and when we govern our 
Lives under the Senfe of thefe Perflati- 
ons, evenly and uniformly. This is tru- 
ly Godlike! the great Improvement, the 
Honour , and the Excellence of our 
Natures! And this Perfe&ion he robs 
himfelf of, who wavers between diffe- 
rent Principles and Pra£Hces ; and is 
fometimes good and fometimes bad, as 
it happens; He puts not hU Faculties to 
that Ufij for which they were given 
him; employs not his Reafon to thole 
Purpofes for which it was defigned, 
the eftablifhing and ftrengthcning of 

his 
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his Mind in moral Principles ; but HvcsSer m. 
as inuch at Random, and without Hold, XJ- 
as if the Breath of the Almighty were tCot^ 
in faini. r ' 

Indeed, unlefe Reafon gives us a 
Firmnefs and Conftancy of a£ttng, it is 
fo for from being the Glory, and the 
Privilege, that it is really the Re- 
proach and Difgrace of our Natures; 
and makes us lower than even the Horfew. 
and Mule that have no Underftanding. 9 ' 
Por they y without f&tf, aft always re- 
gularly and confonantly to themfehres, 
under the never-erring Guidance of In* 
ftinft\ a blind j but jure Principle; whilft 
Man, with all his boafted Titles and 
Privileges, wanders about in Uncertain- 
ties, does and undoes ; and contradicts 
himfelf throughout all the* various 
Scenes of Thinking and Living, 

*. But the Dignity of our Nature, is a 
Confideration capable of touching but 
few. Let us go on therefore to more 
plain and affe&ing Confideratiohs. For 
fuch an mfettled Temper of Mind as 
we have defcribed, creates a great deal 

of 
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Si*M.of trouble and Viftnrbance to the Mart 
XL who is fo unhappy as to be Matter 
t^v^of it. 

And this follows plainly from what 
has been difcourfad upon the former 
Head. For whatfoever is natural, be- 
coming, and worthy of us, is attended 
always with Eafi and Delight to the 
Doer ; whereas that whkh thwarts our 
firfi End and Defign, and is de&ru&ive 
of our nttittd Perft&fona, muft needs 
he Pmn and Grief to us. For the Truth 
of which in this particular Cafe we 
may appeal to the feeling of all tfeofe 
who have ever once made the Expert* 
eaeat. How uoeafy is that Man always 
to himfelf, who a£b backwards and 
forwards, arid has no found Bottom to 
u& upon. What Difquiets does k cre- 
ate in his Mind, to fee himfelf perpe- 
tually condemning bkntetf, aUcWing 
himfelf in that Opinion Or Pra&ice 
this Hour, whkh he is fore he fhatt 
difajlow aad go againft in the ntxt. 
([And this perhaps* is the only Part of 

his 
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his Temper that he ever can be fareSsEM. 
of.] XL 

Certainty a Mind, thus at odds with '^"^ 
itfelfj cannot but be very troubfefome 
to the Man that has k; unleft toge- 
ther with the Power of keeping his 
Reflations, he has loft alio that of 
refte&iog afterwards on the Breach of 
them. For whenever he looks back 
upon his A&ions, Guilt and Fotfy will 
appear written, as it were, upon the 
Front of them: He muft needs pro- 
nounce himfeif light and inconfiftent, 
infincere, and void of that true Fear of 
God which dwells only with Simplici- 
ty and a fingle Heart. In fine; fo 
many disagreeable and mortifying 
Thoughts will offer themfelves to him, 
as cannot but leave a Wound behind 
them. A nd a Spirit thm wottnded ( wkh 
Guilt and Folly too) who can bear? In 
Truth, as to Eafe of Mind, it belongs 
oftentimes to the ampkatly wicked, 
more than to thofe who are by hahes 
fo. For thejfrf? may have hardened and 

ftupi- 
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SERM.ftupifi.ed his Confcience fo far, till it 
XI. lets him alone, and gives him no fur- 

^^^^ther Notice of the Dangeroufnefs of 
the State he is in. But he who fins 
and repents, and then fins again in an 
endlefs Circle, is fure to hear of his 
own Follies, and be fenfible of his own 
Miferies. His good Fits are like the 
fliort Intervals of Madnefs, which ferve 
only to let the Madman into a Know- 
ledge of his own Difeafe; whereas it 
would be much more to his Satisfacti- 
on and Content, if he were mad al- 
ways. 

Good God I When a Man finds him- 
felf breaking through all the ftrongeft 
Bonds thatlhould hold him; through 
his mod deliberate Refolutions, made 
in Time of great Danger and Adverfi- 
ty, or upon his folemn Approach to 
the Table of the Lord, but forgotten 
again in the Prefence of any new 
Temptation, what Horrors muft the 
Senfe of this create in him? What Ha- 
tred and Contempt of himfelf? What 

Defpair 
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Defpair almoft of ever arriving at thatSERM. 
Strength and Firmnefs of Mind, which XL 
is requifite to carry him evenly on^^^ 
through the Paths of Vertue? Surely 
he is like the troubled Sea, that cannot -if. Mi. 
reft, whofe Waters caft up Mire and Dirt. 20 ' 2U 
There is no Peace, faith my God, tofuch a 
wicked one as this. 

But further , fuch a Temper, fo di- 
ftra&ed between contrary Inclinations 
and Practices, is in the 

3. Third Place, mifchievous to a Man 
in Point of Intereft, as well as Eafe. For 
it renders him unfit for all the Affairs 
and Bufinefs of Life; uncapable of 
forming advantageous Defigns with 
Confidence; or of profecuting them 
with Effe£fc. A double minded Man (faith 
St. James) is unftable in all his JVays.Qhvp.iz. 
He that is fo in Point of Religion, (the 
greateft and moft important Concern 
"of Life, the one Thing neceffary) will 
probably be fo in every Thing befide ; 
and then what kind of Undertaking is 
fuch an one qualified for? To what 
Vol. II. X Calling 
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SERM.Calling can he betake himfelf with any 
XL Probability of Succefs, who wants the 
fV^ very firft Elements of Thriving, Indu- 
ftry, Conftancy, and Perfeverance? A- 
las! the Doubts and Mifgivings of his 
Heart concerning his own internal State 
are fuch, as take away from him the 
Tafte of all outward Comforts at pre- 
sent, and hinder him from an effe&ual 
Purfuk of them. It muft be a Mind 
eajy and at rejl, that can apply itfelf 
thoroughly towards making thofe Ad- 
vantages of the Things of this Life, 
which are innocent and lawful. And 
fuch an one is not his, whofe Ways (as 
the Wife man fpeaks) are double before the 
Lord. Be/ides, this Unequalnefs in a&- 
ing, thefe Heats and thefe Colds in 
. Religion, when once they appear, (and 
how can they chufe but appear fome 
time or other?) will draw upon a Man 
the Sufpicion of Hypocrify and Difli- 
mulation. He, who in the Eye of the 
World is fometimes good, and fome- 
times bad, as it happens, will be fure 

to 
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to have the Meafufe of himfelf taken Serm. 
from the worfi Side of him ; and the XL 
other Parts of his Character efteemed - /r ~V^ i 
only as pure Artifice and Feigning* 
His Credit will be blafted, and his good 
Name taken away; that Engine by 
which he is to profit himfelf and 0- 
thers, and to do all the good he is like 
to do in the World. Intimacies and 
Friendfhips are the great Comforts and 
Supports of Life ; and of thefe fuch a 
Man will be always thought incapa- 
ble. What Ground can his Levity give 
any one to build their Confidence upon? 
What Encouragement is there to ven- 
ture an Acquaintance with the Rafh and 
Unftable? What Reafon to expeft a 
mutual Confent and Agreement of 
Thoughts and Affe&ions from a Mind 
fo little at Unity in itfelf? 

4. But thefe are flight Inconveniences, 
in Comparifon of what follows; that 
fuch a wavering uncertain Temper of 
Mind is utterly inconfiftent with the 
Terms of Salvation, and the Hopes of 
X ^ eternal 
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S e r m. eternal Happinefs. For 'tis not an Ho- 
XI. linefs taken up by Fits and Starts that 

L/rv ~ v? can carry a Man to Heaven. It muft 
be a conftant regular Principle, influ- 
encing us throughout, that muft do that. 

johnviii. If ye continue in my Word (fays our Sa- 

3l - viour) then are ye my Difciples indeed! 
An uninterrupted Courfe of Virtue and 
Goodnefs, and nothing lefs, can juftify 
us before God, and entitle us to our 
Reward. And the Reafon is, becaufe 
nothing lefs can prove our Sincerity to 
God, which is the great and funda- 
mental Rule by which we are to be 
tried. And a Vein of this muft run 
through all our Thoughts and A&ions, 
to make them acceptable before God. 
My Son, give me thy Heart, (fays God) 
that is, come to me with a Jincere and 
unfeigned Defign of ferving me; furren- 
der up to me all thy Inclinations and 
Affe£Hons without Referve ; and give 
me Poffeffion of thy Soul, without any 
Rival or Competitor. Which how can 
he be faid to do , that admits contrary 

Interefts 
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Interefts perpetually to ftrugglewithinSERM. 
him, and in his heartieft Repentances is XL 
not without fome Profpeft of finning ^^ 
again ? Holy David therefore makes In- 
fincerity, the Chara&er and Mark of 
thefe kind of Men: Their Heart -ow* pt lsxvin. 
not right with God, fays he, neither were v- 
they ftedfafi in his Covenant. The one 
follows upon the other ; if fo be that 
they are not ftedfafi, neither can their 
Hearts be right with God. 

Let not a Man therefore flatter him- 
felf that Things are well with him, be- 
caufe he is not abfolutely given over to 
work fVichednefs, but though he fome-F.ph. u. 1 
times feems to be dead in Trefpajfes and 
Sins, yet he foon rifes again by Repen- 
tance ; for affuredly this (which is at 
the Bottom nothing but ah Art of get- 
ting to Heaven, and yet enjoying his 
Lulls all the while) will not ferve his 
Turn. There is no Promife in Scrip- 
ture that belongs to the unjiable and 
wavering Man ; the Terms of the Co- 
venant are tmiverfal Purity ; or at leajl 
% 3 tmiverfal 
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$*.RM.umwrfal Sincerity: And, under thefe, 
XI. can no Man be faved. And as the State 
{ ^^ rsJ of a Man is thus , with Refpeft to an- 
other World, very dangerous and bad 
already, fo is it likely to grow worfeand 
vt orte Jtill without Remedy. For every 
new Return to Sin, every fingle Deferti- 
onof Virtue, does naturally unqualify a 
Man more and more for a found Re- 
pentance, and weakens all the Motives 
that lead to it. Sin does by this Means 
grow familiar to us, and lofes its 
Frightfulnefs. By our fuffering its 
continual Approaches, it begins to ap- 
pear to us in a more harmlefs Shape: 
We find fewer Horrors about us at the 
Thought of it, fewer Defires of avoid- 
ing it. 

Befides, by thefe Vicifttudes of fin- 
ning and relapfing, our Refolution at 
laft is quite broken; and we fit down 
every Time with lefs Hopes of the 
Mercy and Forgivenefs of God, and of 
Jiis Grace and Afliftance. 

Mucl} 
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Much more might be faid, to fetSERM. 
out the greztDanger of fuch a State, and XI. 
the Inconfiftency of it with the Terms ^^^ 
of Salvation, if tl is were not too plain 
a Point to need any further Proof; 
and therefore I chufe rather in what 
remains, to go on, as I propofed, from 
thefe feverai Confiderations to perfuade 
the Man that is thus bewildered, to re- 
trieve himfelf by ferious Confideration, 
as foon as is poffible ; and to fix a fure 
Principle of Vertue in his Mind, that 
may guide and govern him throughout, 
and make him uniformly wife and 
holy. 

For which Purpofe I fhall take Leave 
to recommend two or three plain, but 
ufeful Confiderations. 

1. And firjl, he that fets about this 
Work, muft be fure that his Belief is 
right, and found at the Bottom: For 
'tis generally the Uncertainty and Wa- 
veringnefs of this, that produces all 
that Unevennefs, and Diforder in the 
Life and Pra&ice of Mankind. A fud- 
X 4 den 
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SERM.den Heat of Devotion, or the Fear of 
XL what will become of a Man in the 
t/rvr% ° other World, will carry him fome- 
times into mighty Refolutions of quit- 
ting Sin, and living well for the fu- 
ture. But thefe wear off quickly and 
come to nothing; becaufe they arofe 
only from prefent Paffion, and were 
not built on any good Foundation, on 
any ttrong and full Convi&ion of the 
Mat. xiii. Mind. They are the Seed which felt 
s ' °' upon Jlony Places, where they had not 
much Earth ; and forthwith they [prang 
up) becaufe they had na Deepnefs of Earth. 
But when the Sun was up (when an 
hot Temptatioa prefented itfelf af refh) 
they were fcorched ; and becaufe they had 
no Root, they withered away. Let him 
therefore, who would purfue this Cure 
Heb. iii. t0 P ur P°fe> look to himfelf, left there be 
12. in him an evil Heart of Unbelief Let 
him enquire diligently of himfelf, 
whereon it is that his Faith ftands ; 
how he comes to be perfuaded of the 
Truth of natural Principles, and of 

thofe 
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thofe of reveled Religion. And letSERM. 
him (if he has it not already) procure XL 
to himfelf fuch an Evidence of thefe ^^^^ 
Things, as is not to be fhaken. For 
when this Principle is once well fixed 
in his Heart, Virtue will go out from 
it into his Life and Aftions ; and it 
will work Wonders towards making 
him all harmonious, and of a Piece. 
When he has gone thus far, let him 

2. In the next Place, confider welt 
what that particular Weight was, that in 
the Days of his Irrefoiution ftill hung 
upon him, and clogged all his virtu- 
ous Endeavours, What it was, that, 
when his Soul had made fome Effort 
towards Goodnefs, overbalanced it 
ftill, and fwayed it fecretly again to- 
wards Nature's Side. For that too is 
very often the Cafe. There is fome 
particular Sin of our Conftitution, 
fome great and ruling Infirmity, that 
damps all our good Motions, and fpoils 
all our beft Refolutions; and will con- 
tinue to do fo, till by a dired Oppo- 

fition 
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S**M.fition of our felves to it, we have con- 
XL quered and removed it. When we 

^^ have cut off this Right Hand, plucked 
out this Right Eye, facrificed the dar- 
ling Luft of our Heart, we may then 
hope, that the greateft Part of the 
Difficulty is over, and that no lefs pow- 
erful Temptation will be able to draw 
us afide. But till this be done, in vain 
are all our other Attempts and Defigns. 
While the great Offence has yet any 
Hold upon us, nothing will be done 
to purpofe ; but he that has been di- 
vided in his Opinion, and wavering in 
his Pra£fcice, will be divided and wa- 
vering JIM. 

When he has thus fettled his Faith 
upon good Grounds, and armed him- 

Heb. xii. felf well againft that Sin which does fo 

*' eafily befet him, he muft take Care (in 

the next Place) not to fuffer himfelf 
to come within reach of any Thing 
that may any Ways mfafien his Refo- 
lutions, whilft they are yet young and 
tender. He muft admit of no Debate 

within 
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within him about a Principle, butSfiRM. 
throw off all fuch Thoughts, as Ene- XI. 
mies to the Peace of his Mind. He ^^ 
rauft liften to no fceptkal Difcourfe ; 
no loofe Reafonings of carnal Men, 
fuch as pervert the Truth. For there 
are the chief Engines of Satan to 
draw him back again into his former 
Unfettlednefs ; and his good Purpofes 
may happen to be blafted in the Bud, 
if they are ventured too foon amongft 
them. No I but let him root and 
ground himfelf in the Faith firft by an 
anfwerable Life and Converfation ; fo 
fhall it happen, that as his good Pra- 
ctice took rife at firfi from his good O- 
pinions, fo fhall his Opinions be ftrength- 
ened afterwards, by hh Practice; till 
both being confirmed in him, fhall ena- 
ble him to (land in the evil Day, and not 
to be afraid of whatever it is that would g.i vi. 13. 
fhake his Stedfaftnefs. 

3. If to thefe Endeavours he (laftly) 
joins fervent and unwearied Prayer to 
Almighty God, for the Aids and Sup- 
ports 
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Serm. ports of his Grace, he fhall alTuredly 
XI. from thence be made perfect at laft, be 
\?£?!pblijhed, ftrengthemd, fettled. He (hall 
">- have a new Heart created in him, that 
fhall enable him, to beftedfajt, mmove- 
i Cor. zt. die, always abounding m the Work of the 
58. Lord. 
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Of living peaceably. 
A 

Farewel Sermon 

Preached at 

St. BRIDES, 

Dec. ii, 1698. 

Ro m. xii. 18. 

If it be pojfible, as much as lyeth 
in you, live peaceably with all 
Men. 

| HERE are many excellentSERM. 
Precepts and Rules of Du- XII. 
ty laid together by the yi-'-^VNJ 
pofile toward the End of this 
Chapter •, but none of greater Moment 

to 
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SERM.to be earneftly inculcated upon Chri- 
XII. flians, and duly obferved, than this 

lyr ^ rs ^ which I have pitched upon for the 
Subject of my following Difcourfe. 
And I have the rather chofe it, at this 
particular Time, becaufe it is the laft 
Opportunity I fhall have of befpeak- 
ing you under that Character which I 
have hitherto born towards you. And 
it being likely therefore that the Con- 
teft now on foot, may end in the fame 
little Animofities and Mifunder {land- 
ings which are ufual on fuch Occafions, 
I thought I could not do better, than 
to difcourfe to you upon a Subje& that 
might be of fome Ufe to temper and 
allay them ; and to difpofe you to- 
wards fuch a peaceable State of Mind, 
as becomes thofe, who are about to 
chufe a Minifter of the Go/pel of 
Peace. 

I fliall difcourfe firjl to you of the 
Argument at large, and then apply it 
to the particular Occafion for which I 
have chofen it. What I have to fay on 

thefe 
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thefe Words muft naturally fall underSERM. 
thefe four Heads following. XII. 

I. Here is a Command enjoined, to 
live peaceably. 

II. The utmoit Limits and Extent of 
that Command are fet down ; we 
muft live peaceably with all Men. 

III. The great Difficulty of fo doing, 
is allowed and expreffed , */ // be 
poffible, fays St. Paul, and as much 
as in you lyes; intimating, that in 
refpefr of fome Tempers, and in 
fome Circumfiances , it is fcarce 
poflible, though we do all that in 
us lyes, to effeft it. To which I 
fhall add in the 

IV. Fourth and lajl Place, fome fa- 
miliar Helps and Directions that 
may be of Ufe to affift us towards 
performing it. 

I. As to the firfi of thefe, the Pre- 
cept here given of living peaceably, I 
need not ufe many Words to tell you 
Y what 
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SfcRM.what it is; it is eafily and uriiverfally 
XIL underftood : WcMld to God, it were 

{ *^ rsJ but as univerfally praftifed ! And then s 
fuch Exhortations as thefe would be 
needlefs! But though an Account of 
the Duty may not be requifite, to in- 
form even the meaneft and moft igno- 
rant Chriftian, yet it may be of ufe to 
bring to his Mind what he already 
knows, and to awaken in him fenfible 
and lively Impreflions of it: And to 
that End, I fhali in a very brief, and 
plain Manner defcribe it. 

To live peaceably, is fo to demean our- 
felves in all the Offices and Stations of 
Life, as to promote a friendly Under- 
ftanding and Correfpondence among 
thofe we converfe with; fo as to pre- 
vent, as much as we can, all outward 
Contention and Strife, hay, all inward 
Miftakes and Jealoufies from arifing, 
and to quench and allay them as foon 
as we can, whenever they are rifen; 
fo, as to difagree openly with no Man 
in Things of an indifferent Nature, and 

of 
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of no Moment ; and, where the Point is Se em. 
of Importance enough to deferve to be XII. 
infifted on, there to do it, with fo-'* /r V r>J 
much Candor, and- Modefty, and 
Sweetnefs, as not to offend even thofe 
we do not agree with. In a Word, it 
is fo to conduct our A£Hons, Dif- 
courfes, and Dealings, as to make our- 
felves and others as eajy as is poflible. 
Various are the Inftances of this Duty, 
fome influencing our Behaviour with 
rektion to the Publick, fome towards 
Private Men ; fome regarding Opini- 
&nSy and fome regulating our Practice; 
fome taking Place in Matters of Civil 
Life, and fome in the Concerns of Re- 
ligim. 

They live peaceably with refpeft to 
the Publicity who pay a due Regard to 
the Laws of their Countrey, and ex- 
prefs a due Reverence towards their 
Superiors ; honouring them fincerely, 
obeying them fubmiffively; not rafh- 
ly cenfuring their A&ions, but putting 
the beft and moft candid Cojjftru£Uoa 
Y 1 upon 
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SERM.upon them; not being over-bufy in 
XII. Matters that are too high fop them, 

{ ^ r y^ ; and do not concern them. 

They live peaceably in religious Mat- 
ters, who, on the one Side, are con- 
tented to enjoy their own Opinions, 
without arraigning their Superiors in 
Church and State for being otherwife 
minded ; and without difturbing the 
publick Peace, in order to propagate 
their Tenets, and make Profelytes ; and 
who, on the other Side, do not by un- 
juftifiable Methods of Severity force 
Men into the Profeflion of what they 
disbelieve ; whofe Zeal for their Faith 
never makes them forget their Tem- 
per, nor out-run the Bounds of Chri- 
ftian Goodnefs and Prudence; who 
make great Allowances for the Weak- 
nefs of Mens Reajfon and the Strength 
of their Prejudices, and condemn not 
all as infincere who are not fo enligh- 
tened as they are ; but leave them to 
ftand or fell to their own Matter ; 
praying for them in the mean Time 

that 
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that they may come to the Knowledge Serm. 
of the Truth, and endeavouring by all XIL 
gentle perfuafive Methods to reclaim ^^ NJ 
them. 

Finally, They live peaceably in Mat- 
ters of common Life and daily Pra&ice, 
who take Care to make their Carriage 
inoffenfive, obliging: Who are not 
ready to entertain ill Reports of Men, 
much lefs to difperfe them ; who whif- 
per about nothing to fet Friends and 
Neighbours at Variance ; who mind 
their own Bufinefs, without intermed- 
ling much in the Concerns of others ; 
who can take a flight Affront or Injury 
in Converfation without refenting it, 
and even a great one without return- 
ing it. 

But I forbear to give any further 
Defcription of fo known a Duty ; and 
go on to confider in the 

II. Second Place, the Extent of it; 
it muft be pra&ifed towards all Men. 
Not only toward thofe who are in 

Y 3 good 



Digitized 



by Google 



116 Of living peaceably. 

SviM.good Terms with us, but toward thofe 
XII. who are not; not only to the good- 

^^^natured and candid, but even to the 
captious and the froward. For, as our 
Saviour argues in a like Cafe, if you 
live peaceably with themmly, who live 

Mat.v. 4 6. peaceably with yon, what Thank have 
you ? Do not even Sinners the fame ? The 
Worft, and worft natured Men will 
go thus far : For there is no Tempta- 
tion to break Peace with thofe who 
live inoffenfively with us, no room for 
Contention with the mild and com- 
plying ; the Tryal of our Temper is, 
When ftiocking Accidents happen to 
us, when ill Words are given us ; when 
we are touched in Point of Intereft 
and Honour ; or in any other refpeft 
drawn into a Difpute, and forced to 
engage: Then, to bear Oppofition 
meekly, to ward off the Anger of our 
Adverfaries by a difcreet and dextrous 
Addrefs ; to keep ourfelves free from 
the Contagion of that PalTion and 
that Refentment which reigns m them. 
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or free at leaft from the outward andSERivs. 
viable Signs pf it, this is no vulgar At- J^J\ 
tainment, but a very great Pitch pf ^^y 
Chriftian ?erf(0i<m» And tlje Apqfik y 
therefore, at the very Time he is 
giving the Precept, acknowledges the 
great Difficulty that there is fometimes 
in obeying it. ff it be pojjible, fays he, 
and as mwk as in you lyes; intimating, 
»s I faid, that in refpea of frm Na- 
tures, and in feme Circuwjlances , it is 
fiarce pofiible, though we <do whaf- 
f yer in us lyes, to cpme up to it. 

HI. And thjs is the third Thing I 
undertook to ejcplajn. 

To live peaceably with all Men, in the 
ftriaeft Senfe of the Words, is, a Thing 
abfolutely impoffible, and out of our 
Reach ; for jt depends upon what we 
are not Matters pf, the Pifpofitjons 
and Paflions of other Men : Let us 
take what Care we can to prevent 
Miftakes, they wijl fometimes arife ; 
let us wkh f&yer fo much Caitfjpn a- 
Y 4 v °id 
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SERM.it; and muft fo break with M$n on 
XII. fuch Occafions, as to leave room, $n4 
^^^^to prepare the way for a Clofure, 
War itfelf has its Rules and Reftraint$, 
within which its favage Cruelties arp 
bounded : Muqh more muft the Mear 
fures of our Refentment in;fqch Brea- 
ches as thefe be tempered with great 
Humanity and great Prudence. Wp 
muft recover our Right and wipe off 
Afperfions, without Rancour, or Re- 
venge ; we muft contend for the 
Truth of the Gofpel itfelf, fo as not 
to forget the plain Precepts of it ; an4 
for the Glory of God with fuch a well 
regulated Zeal, as does not trample 
upon any of his Commands 1 ; that is, 
the Warmth of our Concern for the 
beft Do&rines, Perfons, or Things, 
muft never fo far tranfport us, as to 
make us fay any Thing of any Man, 
but what our Caufe and his Chara- 
cter will juftify; nor endeavour to 
infpire People with worfe Opinions 
concerning him, than we in our Con- 

fciences 
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ftiences believe he defer ves. And wSerm. 
preferve our felves thus far upon our XII. 
Guard when we are engaged, is a much f * /v ^ 
harder Tafk than not to engage at all ; / 
and will require our calling in to our 
Aid all the pious Helps and Expedi- 
ents with which Reafon and Religion 
will furnifh us ; and which therefore, 
I fhall now in the 

IV. Fourth and laft. Place, point out 
to you. Many of this kind there are; 
but the Time I have already fpent, and 
the Application I am further to make 
of the Whole, will not fuffer me to 
mention AU^ or to dwell, as much as 
I ought, even on thofe that I do men- 
tion. 

1 . The Rife of moft of our DMquiets 
and Difcords is, from the tumultuous 
and diforderly Motions of our PaJJiom j ; 
and thefe therefore muft in the firft 
Place be well regulated ; efpecially that 
fierce and boyfterous Paffion of Anger, 
which difcovers kfelf the carlieft, and 
is tamed the lateft of any ; and is, of 

all 
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SERM.all others, the greateft Enemy of our 
J!^ Repofe. This therefore, and the reft 
muft be brought under the Difcipline 
and Government ofReafon, if we ever 
nope to be eafy to our felves or other 
Men; and indeed, unlefs we are firft 
eafy to our felves, it is impoflible we 
Ihould ever be fo to others. We may as 
well expetf perpetual Sun-fhine in Cli- 
mates fubjeft to Storms and Hurri- 
canes, as that there Ihould be a laftine 
Peace in that Breaft, where the Vafji- 
ms are allowed to reign. 

i. The next plain Help towards 
living peaceably is, if we moderate our 
Defires, and fliorten our Defigns, with 
Regard to the good Things of Life, 
contenting our felves with fuch a Share 
of them, as anfwers all the good Ends 
Of living, and not eagerly grafping af- 
ter more, than would be of real Ufe 
to us, if we had it : The Wants and 
Conveniences of Nature are known, 
and certain, and foon fupplied; but 
imaginary Wants are infinite and end- 

lefs; 
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lefs; and he that has fet his Heart up-SERM. 
on them, will find it very difficult ever XII. 
to recal it. He is got beyond Reafon '^-^VVJ 
in his Defire, and will probably ftick 
at no unreasonable Method of obtain- 
ing it. And the natural IiTue of this 
muft be perpetual Feuds and Bicke- 
rings, Contentions and Struggles ; for 
our Defires will meet thofe of other 
Men, as eager every Whit as ours, 
and as impatient of being refilled. 
From whence come JVars and Fightings 
(fays St. James) come they not hence, even 
of your Lufis ? that is, from your co- 
vetous Defires; for fo it follows, j*ja 
Jujlj and have not-, ye kill, and defire to ly z ' 
have , and cannot obtain. A 

3d Rule, in this Cafe, is, to have a 
Watchful Eye upon our felves, in our 
firft Entrance upon any Debate or Con- 
teft ; and at that Time to be fure to 
keep the Reins clofely in our Hands, * 
when there is the moft Danger in gi- 
ving a Loofe to them, and they are 
the moft eafily manageable. For let us 

but 
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SfiRM.but indulge our felves a little in the 
XII. firft Motions of Warmth and Refent- 
u "" v> ° ment, and by infenfible Steps and De- 
grees we may be wrought up at laft 
into all the Heighth of Madnefs and 
Prov. Folly. The beginning of Strife (faith the 
*vr< 14. Wife-man) is as when me letteth out Wit- 
ter. When the Bank is once broken 
down , we do not know how far k 
may flow, or how deep a Space it may 
fill. 

To this we may add, 
4/%, A particular Vigilance over 
our felves, with Regard to the Intern. 
James Hi. perance of the Tongue, that Member 
b ' which fetteth on Ere the Courfe of Na- 
ture y and is itfelf fet on Ere of Hell. We 
muft reftrain it in every Refpeft, but 
efpecially in Relation to that natural 
Pronenefs it has towards publifhing 
the Faults of others ; which ought ne- 
ver to be done, but with the utmoft 
Caution and Tendernefs. We can ne- 
ver ftri&ly juftify our felves in fpeak- 
ing evil of any Man, though that evil 

fhould 
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Ihould be true, but when either theSERM. 
Seal of Friendfhip binds up the Dif- XII. 
courfe, or the Rules of Charity and ^"V^ 
Juftice require us fo to do. The Son of 
Sirach Teems to carry this Matter very 
far. Whether it be to Friend or ifoEccius.xix. 
(fays he) talk not of other Mens Lives. '- 
and if thou canfi without Offence, reveal 
them not ; which feems to bar us from 
fpreading an ill Report of any Man, 
but when we are under an abfolute 
Necejfity of doing it. He that governs 
himfelf conftantly by this Rule, takes 
one of the fureft and moft promifing 
Steps towards living peaceably with all 
Men. Efpecially if, 

Sthly, He keeps himfelf always from 
embarking in Parties and Fa&ions, and 
falling in with N Vehemence into all the 
Interefts and Defigns of them. This 
Will neceffarily in Time imbitter his 
Spirit, and four his Humour, make 
him like and diflike Men implicitly, 
and lead him into many Refentments, 
which he has nothing to do with. 

Again, 
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Serm. Again, Sixthly, Let a Man that de* 

.XII. fires to pafs through this World inof* 

^^^fenfively, refolve to be very diligent 

in his particular ProfeJJion and Calling, 

and if he has none , to make one 

to himfelf by fome proper and fuitable 

Employment. He that is employed 

has no Leifure to move in the little 

Difputes and Quarrels which trouble 

the Peace of the World, and which 

are chiefly kept up and bandied to and 

fro by thofe who have nothing elfe to 

do; the Apoftle therefore (we may ob- 

ferve) in his Exhortation joins ftudying 

i^Thcfr. to be quiet, with the doing our own Bu- 

Jmefs 9 as if the one was a natural and 

inseparable Attendant on the other. 

Above all, let him add in the lafi 
Place, fervent and unwearied Prayer 
to the bleffed Author of Peace, and Lo- 
ver of Concord, that he would pleafe to 
vouchfafe him the ineftimable Benefits 
of it, and endue him with the Quali- 
ties that promote it, by the powerful 
Operation of that Spirit, whofe Fruits, 

Love, 
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LoVe, Joy, and Peace are peculiarlySERMi 
faid to be; who inhabiteth only with XIl. 
thofe that do in fome Meafure partake >"VNJ 
of them, and who to thofe with whom 
he inhabits imparteth them yet more 
and more abundantly. 

Thus have I largely explained to 
you the Duty of living peaceably, and 
fliewn you fome of the mo ft effectual 
Methods of performing it. Would to 
God all that hear me this Day would 
refolve to pra&ife this plain, but ufe- 
ful Lefifbn, as fully as I have handled 
it, arid give a remarkable tnftance of 
their Compliance with the Direttion 
of the Text, in the Choice that is now 
coming before you; wherein, I fear, 
there; will be but too much Occafion 
given of trying how far thefe Con- 
federations have had their due Weight 
with you, and made a deep and be- 
coming Inipreflion upon you. 

Seven Years I hive from this Place 

admonilhed, exhorted, befought you. 

What Succefs thefe Labours of mine 

Vol. II. Z have 
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SjsRM.haVc had, he knows beft, for whofe 
Xli Glory they were defigned. It win be 

L * rv>w; one fure and comfortable Sign to me 
that they have hadyfow, if jt fhaH 
appear, that the Words I have fpoken 
to you to Day, are not in vain; if 
they'fhall prevail with you in any mea- 
fure, to avoid thofe Rocks, whicfe ate 
ufually fplit upon in Ele&ions, where 
Multitudes of different Inclinations, 
Capacities, and Judgments are intereft- 
ed. To which End, let me intreat 
you, that fince in thefe Cafes Unani- 
mity, and an entire Agreement of 
Hearts and Voices is not to be expect- 
ed, you would at leaft take Care to 
difagree, in as decent, and friendly* 
and Chriftian a Manner as is pofli- 
ble> 

Let not your Zeal for any am Man's 
Chara&er ever draw you to load, and 
depreciate, and vilify another ! Take not 
up flight Reports to Mens Difadvan- 
tage, ipread them not, encourage them 
not, liften not with Greedinefs to them. 

Let 
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Let it be enough, that the unfuc-SERM. 
cefsfuf hfe what they feek after, an XII. 
Opportunity of exercifing among you / ^ r>sJ 
that Talent in divine Inftru&ions 
wherewith God has enabled them. Let 
them not hfe alio, as far as in any of 
you lies, their godd Name, that great 
Engine of doing good, by which their 
Labours muft be made effe&ual to ci- 
ther Perfons, in other Places, and 
which, as far as any of you fiball en- 
deavour to deprive them of, fo far will 
you endeavour to obftruft the Influ- 
ence of their Do&rine, and to make 
their Character ufelefs. 

Rertiember, I befeech you, that your 
holy Content ion is, tboxttdMinifter of the 
Gcfpilrf Chrifl; carry it riot on by a 
Violation of any Rule* of the Gofpel : 
'fhofe Rules for the Breach of which, 
if he be a good Man, (as I queftion 
not he will be> he will not thank you, 
flay will be obliged by his very Poft 
to reprove you afterwards. 

Z % I fpeak 
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S e r m. I fpeak not this to accufe any of you, 
XII. as if any of thefe Methods had been 

C/rvx ' already pra&ifed; but knowing how the 
Paffions of Men, not under the ftrong 
Checks andReftraints of Grace, are apt 
to work on thefe Occafions, as be- 
comes me, I warn you. 

Set an Example to the reft of the 
Parilhes of this ample City, in the 
Management of fuch Ele&ions as thefe, 
reform the Diforders that (God knows) 
too often attend them. Manifeft to 
the World the Reafonablenefs of your 
having an Intereft in chufing your 
Preachers, by the fit and laudable i/*s- 
ner in which you make Ufe pf it. Be 
not too ftiff and peremptory in your 
Opinions: Let thofe who are (or fhould 
be) confcious of their not having all 
the Advantages requifite towards de- 
termining their Choice in thefe Things, 
defer fomewhat to the Judgment of fuch 
as are perhaps fomewhat better qualified 
for it: They rauft judge for themfelves 
indeed, their Souls are concerned ; but 

let 
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let them judge with Humility and Mo-S erm. 
defty. XII. 

Should fome little Heats arife, while • / ^ rsJ 
theDifpute lafts, when it is over, I am 
confident they will vanilh; and all of 
you will join in paying that Perfon 
you fhall pitch upon the Efteem due 
to his Function, and to his Station 
here; and which, I take this Opportu- 
nity of telling the World, I have 
truly received from you. 

However, though I have no Reafon 
in any Refpeft to complain of my En- 
tertainment among you, yet nothing 
would pleafe me better than to hear 
that your RefpecT: and Love was in e- 
very Inftance increafed towards him 
that is to fucceed me; becaufe nothing 
can be a better Evidence of your Sin- 
cerity in Religion, and of your Growth 
in it, than when you grow alfo in your 
fincere Regards to thofe who in a par- 
ticular Manner belong both to that 
and you. And it is an infallible Sign, 
that the Truths of the Gofpel have not 
Z 3 made 
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§erm. made that Impreflion upon a Man's 
XII. Heart and Confcience which they ought 
/ to do, when the Preachers of the Gof- 
pel have not had that Share in his E- 
fteern, which belongs to the Ufefulnefs 
and Dignity of their facred Employ- 
ment. 

And this I take to be fo univerfal a 
Rule, as to admit of no Exception; 
at lead:, I am fure, I never met with 
any. And it is therefore my Hope, I 
fay, that you will always fhew your 
felves to be a religious People, and 
under the Influence of godd Princi- 
ples, by your Behaviour toward thofe, 
whofe Bufinefs it is to watch aver you 
for good; which will be one Way, I 
am fure, of fecuring to yourfelves a 
Succeflion of able and worthy Men, as 
may adorn this Place, equally by their 
Lives and DoSrines ; and be a Iafting 
Honour and Advantage to thofe who 
chufe them. 

As for myfelfj with how great Im* 
perfection I have performed my Duty 

here, 
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here, and how far fhort I have fallen Serm, 
of the important Truflr committed to XII. 
me, of inftru&ing and guiding you in Kyr V~ Ki 
the Ways of Virtue, no Body can be 
more fenfible of than I am. However, 
thus much I take Leave to fay, that in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity I have 
preached the Gofpel of Chrifi among 
you; directing my Difcourfes always 
againft thofe vicious Principles and Pro- 
Bices , which to me feemed moft to 
prevail, and fparing nothing I obferved 
to be amifs in you, out of Regard to 
Mens Perfons or Opinions, or to any 
worldly Confideration whatever. 

The Infidelity of the Age has forced 
me to dwell often on the great Articles 
and Myfteries of our Faith, and to ex- 
plain them largely: But I call God to 
Witnefs, that I never propofed any 
Explication of thefe Points , never re* 
commended any Thing of this Kind to 
your Belief, but what I firmly, and 
from the Bottom of my Heart believed 
my felf. The Faith I have delivered 

Z4 w 
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SERM.to you, die Faith of the Church of 
XII. England, into which we were all bap- 
^'^v^tized, is, I am entirely fatisfied, the 
fame that was once delivered to the Saints: 
I hope none of you will be ever invi- 
ted, by the fpecious Arts and Infinua- 
tions of Herejy, to depart from it. I 
am fure the Profeflion of it in all its 
Branches and Members , is what, by 
the Grace of God, 1 intend to live, and 
to dye in. 

The Church you are of is without 
doubt, the pureft and founded, the, 
mod reafonable and moderate Church 
upon Earth; the neareft to the primi- 
tive Pattern of any, and the mpft fer- 
viceable to our Improvement in Virtue 
and Godlinefs ; reverence her, I be- 
feech you, in proportion to her 
Worth; quit not her Communion for 
any Boafts to more pure and fpiritual 
Worfhip; nor for the Amufements of 
a more glorious and fplendid one ; for 
the Pretences of thofe Men who make 
Reafon their God, without taking in 
Revelation for their Guide; or for the 

extra. 
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extravagant Follies and Freaks of JSa-Serm. 
thujtafm. JSj 

As a Sign of your unfeigned Refpeft '^V>J 
for her Conftitution, refort often to 
her Service, and let your outward Be- 
haviour there fpeak your inward De- 
votion; frequent her Sacraments; liften 
to her Inftru£tions from the Pulpit; 
breed up your Children in the Know- 
ledge of her Articles of Religion ; Sea- 
fon them early with a due Value for 
her DoCtrine and Difcipline ; and fatis- 
fy your felvfis that this is one of the 
Beft Legacies you can leave them. 

This is what I have always inculca- 
ted to you, and had the Providence 
of God continued me longer among 
you, fhouid have gone on to inculcate 
ftill. I can only hereafter wifti it, 
and pray for it, which I will not fail 
to perform. 

Indeed my particular Employment ' 
here now ceafes, but my Relation to you 
I truft never fhall ; I fhall always che- 
rifh the Memory of it, and reflect grate- 
fully . 
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Si-r m. fully upon it, reckoning my felf yours 
XII» in fome Meafure, even after my mini- 

^'^^fterial Office Here is at End, and being 
ready to farve any, even the meaneft 
of you, in all the Chriftian Duties and 
Services of which I am capable. 

Aftsw. And novo, Brethren , J commend you 

J,# tfi God, and to the Word of his Grace, 
which is able tobuM you up, and to give 
ym an Inheritance among them thai are 
fmftifed. And may the Gad of Peace 
(that Peace to the Practice of which I 
have now been exhorting, antfper'rwa- 

Heb. xiii. ding /you) may theGodofPeace y who 
brought again from the Dead ojtr -JLord 
Jefus, that great Shepherd [. of 'the Sheef, 
through the Blood of the evertafting Cove* 
nmt, make you perfect in every good Work 
to do his Will ; working m you that which 
ft well fledfing in his Sight, through Jefus 
Chrift, to whom be Glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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